
Did you know that only one of the historic buildings at the Museum was  

originally on this site?  

 

All the other buildings were moved here, as it was not possible for them to 

remain at their original location. So the structures were carefully recorded, 

dismantled and then rebuilt here on this site where you can see them today. 

Careful thought was given to where they were located, so there are three 

main areas of the Museum; trades and crafts buildings near the mill, a cluster 

of buildings near the market square that came from a less rural setting, and 

then farmhouses and other rural buildings.  

In September 2020, the Museum celebrated 50 years since opening.  

We are an educational charity - thank you for supporting our work with your 

visit today! Find out more ways to be involved online or by chatting to a  

member of our team. 

 

www.wealddown.co.uk 

 

Other safety measure following the COVID-19 outbreak:  

In addition to the measures you will see upon entry, we have a regular  

cleaning schedule throughout the Museum site.   

Our team are on hand to chat and answer any questions you have throughout 

the site. We hope you enjoy your visit today! 
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Welcome to the Museum 
 

Historic Life weekend: Homes & Harmonies 

Traditional and historic music  

Sunday 26 September 2021    

 

We hope you enjoy your visit today!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewarded buildings open: 10.30-4.30pm 

Museum site open: 10.30am-6pm 

 

follow us on 

 

@wealddownmuseum #WDLM 



 Soundscapes of early modern England. Museum Site Interpreter, Jez 

Smith. Medieval shop from Horsham (M2), with short talks at 12.00; 

14.00; 16.00 

 Music from the 15th to 17th centuries played by Jacques Ruijterman, 

lute; Maurice Thomas, lute; David Asher, recorders. From Winkhurst 

hall (B2) 11.30-16.30 (with breaks at 1pm and 3pm) 

 Paul Baker playing a range of musical instruments including  

recorders, shawms, curtal, crumhorn, bagpipes and singing.  

In Longport farmhouse (D3) 

 11.30; 13.00 Southdowns Singers, at the brick drying shed (C7) with 

15.00, catches singing (C7) - listen and join in! 

 10.45, 12.00, 2.30 Sea shanties, with Martin Jakeman. Find out about 

why sea shanties were so popular, what life was like on board a Royal 

Navy ship c. 1805 and discover what you should really do with a 

drunken sailor. Sing along optional. 

 At Tindalls Cottage find out more about music (drums) and  

recruitment to the army (R3) 

In the market square, conservation work is underway on the House from 

North Cray (M4), with the final stages of daubing and lime washing taking 

place at the moment .  
 

See the heavy horses working around the Museum. Other animals you will 

see today include the British Saddleback pigs near Bayleaf. See the  

Southdowns sheep and the chickens and geese around the site.  

Also take time to explore the six historic gardens.  
 

Takeaway refreshments are available from either the café  

(open 10am  to 5pm) or shepherd’s hut (open from 10.30am  

to 4.30pm), with last orders 15 minutes prior to closing. 

Programme subject to change 

As you go around the Museum, you will find that our larger buildings have 

a member of our team on the door. They are there to welcome you, can 

tell you about the home and its inhabitants, ensure that there are not too 

many people in a building. This is both for conservation reasons as well as 

visitor enjoyment at this time.  

This is for the following historic homes (open 10.30-16.30): 

 The House from Walderton (map ref. M5) 

 Whittaker’s Cottages (V1) 

 Poplar Cottage (R2) 

 Tindalls Cottage (R3) 

 Bayleaf Farmhouse (B1)  

 Pendean Farmhouse (R4)  

There will also be a member of our team near the door of the watermill 

from Lurgashall (C9).   

There are picnic benches in different locations, including the field near V1. 

Seasonal demonstrations of everyday Tudor life linked to the harvest in 

Cowfold barn (B3)  

This weekend special activities include: 

 11.30; 12.30; 15.30 (30 mins) Traditional music played on the harp 

and hammered dulcimer. Kathryn Young & Mervyn Mewis. Downland 

Gridshell building (D1) 

 11.00; 13.30; 15.00 (30 mins) Chalkhorse music will be sharing  

traditional and self-penned songs inspired by Sussex Stories, per-

forming as a three piece with mandolin, guitar and autoharp. 

Donwland Gridshell building (D1)  

 Tudor music whilst working in the barn from Cowfold, with ballad 

sheet display (B3) 


