
Did you know that only one of the historic buildings at the Museum was  

originally on this site?  

 

All the other buildings were moved here, as it was not possible for them to 

remain at their original location. So the structures were carefully recorded, 

dismantled and then rebuilt here on this site where you can see them today. 

Careful thought was given to where they were located, so there are three 

main areas of the Museum; trades and crafts buildings near the mill, a cluster 

of buildings near the market square that came from a less rural setting, and 

then farmhouses and other rural buildings.  

In September 2020, the Museum celebrated 50 years since opening.  

We are an educational charity - thank you for supporting our work with your 

visit today! Find out more ways to be involved online or by chatting to a  

member of our team. 

 

www.wealddown.co.uk 

 

Other safety measure following the COVID-19 outbreak:  

In addition to the measures you will see upon entry, we have a regular  

cleaning schedule throughout the Museum site.   

Our team are on hand to chat and answer any questions you have throughout 

the site. We hope you enjoy your visit today! 
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Welcome to the Museum 
 

Historic Life weekend: Agriculture  

and the role of horses 

3-4 July 2021    

 

We hope you enjoy your visit today!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewarded buildings open: 10.30-4.30pm 

Museum site open: 10.30am-6pm 

 

  

follow us on 

 

@wealddownmuseum #WDLM 



field below the stables (S10) 

 Preparing the heavy horses—plaiting manes and tails, near the stables (S10) 

 Display of collection of horse brasses and collection of 1:32 scale pre 1950s 

model horse carts, wagons and implements, in field below stables (S10) 

 Display of horse shoes throughout time, under the brick drying shed (C7) 

 Display of historic horse harness and saddles (C7)  

 Saddle making demonstration (C7) (Sunday) 

 Display of 19th century wheeled vehicles near the market square 

 Wheelwrighting, tyring and sawing demonstrations with engine at the 

woodyard (W1) 

 Display of scythes, sickles, winnowing basket and the reaper-binder at 

Redvins yard (S7) 

 Scything demonstration at intervals near Tindalls cottage (R3) 

 Blacksmiths working in the smithy (C11) (Sunday)  

 

In the market square, conservation work is underway on the House from North 

Cray (M4) that will last for some months to come.  
 

Other animals you will see today include the British Saddleback pigs near Bayleaf. 

The pigs belong to a local charity and live here as pigs have been important to  

rural households from the Saxon to Victorian eras. Also see the Southdowns 

sheep and lambs and the chickens and geese around the site.  
 

Enjoy the six historic gardens, at Bayleaf farmhouse, Pendean farmhouse, Poplar 

Cottage, the House from Walderton, the Toll Cottage and Whittaker’s Cottage. 

They have been recreated to show the transition of gardens from the early 16th 

to late 19th centuries. Also near Tindalls Cottage you can see the flax growing and 

the cultivated field strips beyond May Day barn and stable.  

 

Takeaway refreshments are available from either the café (open 10am  

to 5pm) or shepherd’s hut (open from 10.30am to 4.30pm), with last  

orders 15 minutes prior to closing. 

Programme subject to change 

As you go around the Museum, you will find that our larger buildings have a mem-

ber of our team on the door. They are there to welcome you, can tell you about 

the home and its inhabitants, and ensure that there are not too many people in a 

building. We ask that only one group enter at a time unless stated below. 

This is for the following historic homes (open 10.30-16.30): 

 The House from Walderton (map ref. M5) 

 Whittaker’s Cottages (V1) 

 Poplar Cottage (R2) 

 Tindalls Cottage (R3) 

 Bayleaf Farmhouse (B1) - two household groups 

 Pendean Farmhouse (R4) -  two household groups 

 

At the doorway of various houses we will have demonstrations.  

There will also be a member of our team near the door of the watermill from  

Lurgashall (C9). To enable the miller to keep working, we are afraid visitors may 

not enter the building at this time. However, you can see inside and we’ll be very 

happy to explain more about the mill and the milling process. 

You will be able to see inside other smaller buildings from doorways whether 

someone is in them or not - please be mindful of other visitors and keep a social 

distance. 

For picnics, you will find picnic benches in different locations, including at the top 

of the field just past Whittaker’s Cottage (V1).  

This weekend special activities include: 

 Seasonal display of heavy horses working in the fields (to be confirmed  

immediately prior to event). Breeds will include Percherons, Shires and 

Suffolk Punch (with foal).  

 Horse logging along the woodland (from near E1 to the woodyard) 

 Display of horse-drawn machinery from the Museum’s collection in the 


