An argument!

Notes to teachers
This is an activity that could follow study of any of the houses at the Museum.
Preparation could be done at the time of visit in a teacher led session, or done
afterwards in a recap session supported by pictures. Children or teachers could take
pictures themselves on the visit.
The dialogue could be written as speech, or in the form of a play script. Children
could work in pairs to rehearse the dialogue before writing it, and could perform it,
using stage directions or verbs/ adverbs to direct them. The dialogue could be used
as part of a class assembly.
This activity is best suited to upper KS2, but could be used for more able lower KS2
as well.

Visual aids:
Pictures of appropriate good/bad features of your chosen building(s) would make
useful visual prompts to remind the children.

An argument!

Your Task:
Write a dialogue between two people, one expressing the positives about the
house you are studying, the other pointing out the downsides.
Write from the point of view of the time you are studying (eg how attractive was
the house when it was built?).
The argument could be between two householders, one defending his or her
house from the comments of the other, or between two members of the same
family, one of whom likes their home whilst the other does not.

Things to think about:
How light is the house? What advantages would this give?
What is the floor made of?
Is the house easy to clean?
Is there room to work? Or a workshop attached?
Is the house ‘modern’ for the time?
What fire is there?
How warm is the house?
What about the surroundings? (shaws, garden, forest)
Try to answer the points made by each person before moving on to another aspect.

