
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum  www.wealddown.co.uk 

Museum materials. Teacher’s sheet   
Language topic: Descriptions of materials 
Level: A2/B1 
 
 
The following sheet for students is to be used with the Museum map (copies also available in the 
shop). 
 
This sheet could be used during a visit to the museum and also in a preparation lesson. Please feel 
free to photocopy for your group. 
 
 
Answers:  

1. Willow 

In Pendean farmhouse there is normally wool in the basket. 
2. Bricks 

There are many other brick buildings on the site, including Pendean farmhouse (no. 18) 
Tindall’s cottage (no. 24), Titchfield market hall (no. 26), building from Lavant (no. 30), pug 
mill (no. 37) or brick drying shed from Petersfield (no. 38). Other buildings may have bricks as 
part of the structure.     

3. Flint 
It has been used for many purposes since prehistoric times including tools and when struck 
against steel it produces sparks which can ignite tinder and start a fire. 

4. Plaster (lime) 

Lime plaster allows buildings to breath and horse hair may be used to reinforce the plaster. 
Evidence of its use in buildings across the world goes back to 2000 BC. 

5. Timber 
A carpenter works with wood and at the Museum we have two carpenters who look after our 
buildings. 

6. Wattle and daub 

Wattle is the woven lattice of wooden strips that is inserted into a timber frame and daub is 
put on the wattle to make the wall of the building. Daub is made from a combination of soil, 
clay, sand, animal dung and straw. After it dries out lime plaster may be added, which is why 
you cannot normally see it. This technique is known to have been used for at least 6000 
years.  

 
 
Continuation project idea:  
Design an eco-friendly house – choose the materials you would use, both modern and ancient, and 
give the reasons why. 
 
Please ensure that you book in advance of your visit. You can contact our school services team on 
01243-811459 or schoolbookings@wealddown.co.uk 
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Can you work out what these materials are?  
 

     

 

 

    

 

 

    

  

 

   

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

You can see this in 

Pendean 

Farmhouse (no. 18). 

What is in it?  

 

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

You can see this in 

Longport Farmhouse 

(no. 1) and which 

other buildings? 

(Write down the map 

number):  

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

You can see this white 

material on 

Whittaker’s Cottages 

(no. 5). What is in it?  

 __ __ __ __ __ 

You can see this 

cold hard material in 

the house from 

Walderton (no. 4). 

What else was the 

material used for?  

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

You can see this 

material on the roof of 

the hall from 

Boarhunt (no. 19). 

How thick is the 

material?  

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

You can see this 

material in Court 

Barn (no. 44). What 

other things can be 

made with this 

material? 

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

You can see this 

material in many 

buildings and the 

Downland Gridshell 

(no. 48). Who works 

with this material?  

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

and __ __ __ __ 

This material is on 

many walls but you  

can’t normally see it. 

What is it made from? 
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