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Explore the houses: Bathrooms and washing 

Teacher’s sheet   
 
Language topic: Rooms in a house, location descriptions, comparisons between past 
and today.  
Level: From good A2/B1 upwards 
 
The following students sheet is to be used with the museum map (copies also 
available in the shop.) 
 
This sheet could be used during a visit to the museum, with preparation beforehand. 
Please feel free to photocopy for your group. 
 
Elicit the names of rooms before students see the sheet. Students could sketch a 
home. 
Think of the layout of your home. What rooms are there? What do we call them 
today? If appropriate to the level, discuss different names for the same space e.g. 
living room/dining room/lounge... What are the main elements in each room. 
 
What were homes like in the past? Did they have the same rooms or layout? Where 
have they visited that shows this? The Weald & Downland Open Air Museum has 
houses from our region that reflect the living conditions of normal people (i.e. not the 
rich or famous) in different centuries.  
One very noticeable difference between today and even the recent past is the 
location and luxury of many modern bathrooms.  
At the Museum the students can find all the photos and complete the information. 
Photos in the same box are in the same location on the site.   
 
Answers: 
1. Where? (Map number): Whittaker’s Cottages, no. 5; Age of house: Mid 
1860s/Victorian, Notes: storage shed, where the tin bath is kept, and privy in garden. 
Bath would have been taken into the one heated room, the front room, with bath 
water shared by family. 
2. Where? (Map number): Pendean Farmhouse, no. 18; Age of house: Built in 
1609/Stuart, Notes: pot in bedchamber and in cupboard off main bedroom upstairs. 
3. Where? (Map number): Bayleaf, no. 12; Age of house: shown as 1540s, late 
medieval. Notes: Privy, overhanging cesspit. From upstairs chamber and they would 
have had another outside. 
4. Where? (Map number): In Court Barn, no. 44 in a display not a house; Notes: An 
example of a water closet and the surrounding display is of plumbing and leadwork.  
5. Where? (Map number): Tollhouse, no.3; Age of house: built in 1807, Notes: In an 
outbuilding at the end of the garden.  
 
Continuation project idea: Discuss related issues: hot/cold water, sharing bath water, 
carrying water, heating over a fire, being careful with precious firewood, infrequent 
baths, how soap is produced etc. 
Compare items in another room and discuss how the layout of houses could develop 
in the future.  
 
Please remember students must be supervised by an adult at all times at the 
Museum – we hope these trails will make the visit more enjoyable and educational 
for everyone.  
 
Please ensure that you book in advance of your visit. You can contact our school 
services team on 01243-811459 or schoolbookings@wealddown.co.uk 
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Explore the houses: 
Bathrooms and washing 
 
Name:  
Date of visit:  
 
Think of the layout of your home. What rooms are there? 
 
 
 
What were homes like in the past? Did they have the same rooms? 
 
 
 
Explore how different spaces developed over time.  
Can you find these where these pictures are at the Weald & Downland Open 
Air Museum? Write down on the number on the map, how old the house is 
and information about where the picture is (i.e. outside, inside, upstairs, 
downstairs...) 
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