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Rare horse whin

shed comple

“7"he Museum’s building re-erec-
H tion programme this year was
" dominated by the restoration

and re-assembly on site of a particu-

lar gem - the Knatts Lane horse
whim from West Kingsdown, near

Sevenoaks, Kent. Taking shape next

to it and forming a small yard associ-

ated with the stables is the Charlwood
waggon shed from within the
perimeter of Gatwick Airport.
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waggon

The horse whim is a rare survival of a
once common feature in the country-
side. The wooden horse-powered wind-
ing machine, housed beneath a small
thatched shed, was used to lift water
from a deep well. Built in the late 18th
century, the Museum’s example origi-
nally supplied water to the residents of
the Khnatts Valley. Wooden winding
engines such as this were used to serve
farmsteads and small industries, brick-

Inside Knatts Lane whim — the horse-powered winding gear in place alongside the
well head and iron bucket.

ME " osew ,
Roger Champion feeding a tie beam
into place during the re-erection of the
Charlwood waggon shed.

yards for example, until the 19th and
early 20th century.

Many buildings rescued by the Museum
suffer misfortune or neglect. Knatts
Lane horse whim is no exception. The
building collapsed in the late 1970s and
many of the original timbers were
burnt. Fortunately the wooden machin-
ery escaped this fate, and enough origi-
nal timber was salvaged from the
bonfire to get an accurate picture of the
building’s structure. Buile of oak, with
some elm in the roof, the timbers were
converted from small trees using hew-
ing axes and pit saws in the traditional
way. For the re-erection of the building
all the replacement timbers have been
converted in the same manner by the
Museum.

When the horse whim was operating,
water was reputedly raised in a leather
bucket of 40 gallons’ capacity. At the
museum the rare original winding drum
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National chair collection offered to the Museum

he Museum is pleased to
Tannounce that it has accepted in

principle a generous and exciting
gift from the country’s leading expert
in vernacular furniture. The nationally
important collection of chairs has been
built up over a lifetime by Bill Cotton,
who has been seeking a suitable home
for it for some time.

The extension of our theme of vernac-
ular building to vernacular furniture is
very logical and we hope that the
collection will add a new and broader
dimension to the Museum. Negotiations

are not yet complete but the Museum’s
executive board has endorsed the idea and
Bill Cotton is very keen to proceed.

The collection will come with full
documentation and supporting research
and it is hoped that the link between the
collection and the work at West Dean
College will offer many opportunities for
its use.

The collection relates well to others at
the Museum, such as the late Philip
Walker’s vast collection of woodworking
tools which are among the most interest-
ing in the Museum’s collection. Work

proceeds on sorting the Frank Gregory
Collection of mill material. A meeting
later this year with other organisations
and people with a special interest in mills
will decide a storage and access policy.
Alongside the current review of the
Museum's main collection and the estab-
lishment of the new Museum Store with
the aid of funding from the Designated
Museums Challenge Fund and the Heritage
Lottery Fund, these developments herald a
time of great improvement in the way in
which historic artefacts can be made of
intetest and benefit to a wider public.










Visitors have been
thoroughly enjoying
our new exhibit,
Poplar Cottage,
which is the
Museum's
memorial to its
founder, Dr Roy
Armstrong.
Museum gardener
Bob Holman and
his team have
planted a new
garden around the
house, despite
facing
considerable
competition from
rabbits!
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The sounds of early music drifting across

Time for a break at the Heyshott
Harvesting Weekend — volunteer
Derek Hilton and Museum
director Chris Zeuner with
Museum Shire horses Gym

and Don, newly acquired
from champion ploughman
Will Williams on
Dartmoor.
The horses
generate a
great deal of
interest and [FEES
good public v
relations for " »
the Museum r
on their visits
to other
events in
the region.

the Museum are enticing. Here
Christopher and Janet Thorn
of Non Troppo demonstrate
the hurdy-gurdy, drum and
pipe outside Pendean
farmhouse.
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Haymaking and harvest —
more opportunities to
provide demonstrations
for visitors, while at the
same time gathering in
useful crops for the
Museum. Far left, Rob
Dash, the late Bob
Claydon and Nick Conway
collect the hay in the
Pendean field. Left,
Farmer Peter Lovejoy from
Heyshott cuts the wheat
crop for thatching with his
binder.

The Catherington
Treadwheel is a
source of great
interest to
visitors. Here Alan
Wood, one of the
Museum'’s part-
time wardens,
helps a father and
son get some
hands-on
experience of how
the treadwheel
WOrks.

Demonstrations are
an important way of
interesting and
involving visitors in
our themes. Here
John Lord explains
aspects of flint
knapping beneath

Titchfield Market
Hall.

The Rare Breeds Show — one of
the highlights of the year. Bottom,
John Bushrod, show director,
presents the trophy to the winner
of the Supreme and Downs sheep
championship, Mrs Hannah Turner,
and, below, the cattle champion,
John Dunlop’s beef

shorthorn.

The Museum
offers many
occasions when
children can get
hands-on
experience of
some of the

crafts and skills
used in the
countryside. At

| the Children’s

I _)) Activity Weekend
E |

Al

Albert Peacock,
the Museum's
resident spar
maker, teaches
basic thatching
techniques.

Histoty Re-enactment took place
in Pendean Farmhouse and Poplar
Cottage this year. Here
a member of the group
tackles field weeds
with a long hook,
.demonstrating a vital
and never-ending
task for our Tudor
forebears.

Will we have
snow again this
Winter? A
family enjoys
the crunchy
snow in the
sunshine as
they approach
Bayleaf
farmhouse at
the very

/ beginning of
wilea 2000.




COURSES PROGRAMME 2000-200 |
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Repair of timber-framed buildings:
Richard Harris & Roger Champion
Introduction to ploughing with heavy
horses: Rob Dash

Corn dolly workshop for beginners and
improvers: Verna Bailey

Caring for your historic farm vehicles, a
seminar in partnership with South East
Museums: David Viner, George
Monger & Robert Hurford

Historic paintwork on buildings:
Timothy Easton & Clare Gapper
Ploughing wich heavy horses, taking it
forward: Rob Dash

Timber decay and its treatment: Brian
Ridout

Traditional sausage making: Bill
O’Hagan

)ECEMBER

Ploughing with heavy horses, more
practice: Rob Dash

Herbal Christmas gifts and decorations:
Christina Stapley

Traditional timber framed construction:

Richard Harris

15 Herbal Christmas gifts and decorations:
Christina Stapley

JANUARY

17 Continuous hurdle fencing, a practical
workshop: Bob Holman

17 ‘Timber: identification of species: David
Woodbridge

18 Timber: Strength grading of hard & soft
woods: David Woodbridge

20 Care & management of heavy horses: Rob
Dash

25 Recording vernacular buildings for
conservation, day one of three: Richard
Harris
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5  English brickwork: Tudor to Edwardian:
Gerard Lynch

10 Ritval & pracrical marks on building
macterials: Timothy Easton & Richard
Harris

18 Introduction to driving heavy horses: Rob
Dash

17 Corn dolly workshop for beginners and
improvers: Verna Bailey

21 Specialist science and crafts for building
conservation: James Strike

Further information on all Museum Courses
Diana Rowsell on 01243 811464 / 811363

Learning to drive a heavy horse, with

MARCH

4 Introduction to driving heavy horses: Rob
Dash

6 Small animals for smallholdings,
feasibility and management: David
Bland

7  Dealing with change in historic
buildings, day one: James Strike

12-14  Jointing and pointing historic
brickwork, theory & practice: Gerard
Lynch

15 Recording vernacular buildings for
conservation, day two: Richard Harris

20 Tradicional sausage making: Bill O’'Hagan

25 Driving heavy horses, chain work: Rob
Dash

28 Dealing with change in historic
buildings, day two: James Strike

29 Design and specification of leadwork:
Nigel Johnson of the Lead Sheet
Association

L

4 Willow workshop; weave and wale a
basket: Deborah Albon

11 History of English domestic architecture,
day one 1400-1625: James Strike

21 Pole lathe turning; turn objects the
traditional way: Chris Smith

22 Driving heavy horses, shaft & pole work:
Rob Dash

25 History of English domestic architecture,
day two 1625-1830: James Strike

26 Recording vernacular buildings for
conservarion, day three: Richard Harris

S

Museum gardener, Bob Holman (and
Christina Stapley, seated) with
participants on one of the Millennium
of Herbs day schools in the Bayleaf
medieval garden.
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27 Dowsing, an introduction to this ancient
craft: David Russell

30 Apr—2 May Hands-on timber repair
workshop, traditional and contemporary
methods: Roger Champion & Richard
Harris

MAY

5  Bronze axe workshop: Neil Burridge

12 Dawn chorus walk with breakfast: Bob
Holman

14-20  Timbet-framing from scratch: Joe
Thompson & Richard Harris

16 Hame owner's day with Jackson-Stops &
Staff

16-18  Leaded-light stained glass workshop:
Tricia Christian

20 Heavy horses, plaiting and show
preparation: Rob Dash

21-25  Traditional drawing and watercolour,
five consecutive days for novices and
others: Gordon Rushmer

23 Traditional timber-framed construction:
Richard Harris

24 Joinery by hand — sash windows: Ged
Gardiner & Charles Brooking

Wilm and Joy Huning'’s Traditional
Painting and Decorating Techniques
workshop, which will be expanded into
a three-day course in future following
demand.

The Museum’s programme of
courses in historic building
conservation, designed for
professionals and craftspeople, has
again been expanded for the coming
year. Brand new day schools include
'The History of English Brickwork, by
Gerard Lynch, master bricklayer and
regular tutor for the practical
brickwork courses. Another regular
Museum tutor, James Strike, will be
teaching a two-day overview on
English Domestic Architecture, Tudor
and Jacobean on day one, followed by
Baroque, Georgian and Regency three
weeks later. He has also devised
Specialist Science and Crafis for
Building Conservation, a day school of
case studies illustrating the processes,
terminology and applications involved.
Brian Ridout and David Woodbridge
again offer their specialist timber
science subjects. Museum research
director Richard Harris continues to
offer his specialist day schools for
which there is a constant demand.

| Timothy Easton returns in Novembet
with Paintwork on Historic Buildings, which
will study painted surfaces from the 14th
century and put English examples in their
European context. He will talk on Ritual
and Practical Marks on Buildings, with
Richard Harris in February.

Il Places on Timber Framing from
Scratch were in huge demand in May,
when eight participants constructed a
small timber-framed building, now on
view at the Museum, which will be
infilled and roofed to provide a home
for the Museum’s Tamworth sow. Joe
Thompson, an inspirational leader for
these courses, ran a hewing and
sawing weekend prior to the seven-
day workshop, easing the burden of
oak conversion before framing begins.
A Hands-on Timber Repair Workshop
running concurrently proved
fascinating for Museum visitors who
could see all the work in progress.
Three Timber Framing from Scratch
Workshops are planned next year.

| An ICOMOS (International Council on
Monuments and Sites) research seminar on
historic timber took place at the Museum
during the timber-framing workshop,
drawing delegates and speakers from as far
afield as Inverness and Norway.

! 'The Home Owners’ Day with
Jackson-Stops & Staff was a sell-out
and has been featured in Period Living.
Enquiries about next year’s day are
pouring in.

| Places have been offered to 12
applicants for the fourth MSe in Timber
Building Conservation, validated by
Bournemouth University. This is the
largest number of starters in the history of

Right, cutting bricks on
Gerard Lynch’s historic
brickwork course.

Below, gridshell practice
— MSc in Timber
Building Conservation
postgraduate student
Steve Corbett working
on a prototype of the
Building
Conservation
Centre roof
structure.

the course. Leader Richard Harris begins
the first module in November. Third
course students all achieved their
postgraduate diplomas and are now
researching their MSc dissertations. Steve
Corbett is carrying out his ar the Museum
as project manager for the roof of the
Building Conservation Centre.

1 A one-day seminar on Caring for
your Historic Farm Vehicles in
partnership with the South East
Museums Service is being held
following an extensive study of the
Museum’s collection of horse-drawn
vehicles by David Viner. He will be
joined by practising wheelwright
Robert Hurford and conservation
specialist George Monger for the day,
which includes workshop sessions
using waggons from the collection.

1 The Heavy Horse Experience Days have
been increased in response to demand for
more introductory sessions, frequently from
people unlikely to have the opportunity to
own their own horse. Previous course
patticipants and the Museum'’s own stable
volunteers will soon undertake training for
their Road Driving Test, awarded by the
British Horse Society and the Draught
Horse Training Committee.

The Millennium of Herbs series of
five day schools with Bob Holman and
Christina Stapley was a sell-out, with
the mix of historical evidence, tours of
the gardens and hedgerows and
practical sessions making ointments,
potions, inks and tonics proving a
good formula, all held within
appropriate settings in the Museum.
The series will be repeated next
Summer.

% Bob Holman'’s Dawn Chorus and _Af]
Nightjar Walks were great fp——,
successes, with 25 people
enjoying all they saw and heard.
Craft workshops in willow, corn
decorations, bronze, silver, pole
lathe turning, hurdle fencing
and dowsing were well
supported. The Museum is
making a significant
contribution to the maintenance
of many rural craft skills.
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The Avrtists in Residence during
Museums & Galleries Month were
popular with Museum visitors with
artists Jonathan Froud, Tim Sandys-
Renton and Gordon Rushmer bringing
their art to a different public.
Gordon’s day classes were over-
subscribed and will be repeated next
May.

The end result of the
Timber Framing from
\ -
ég\ Scrateh course, an
/ \s oak-framed pig
house!




FRIENDS NEWS

1 May. York is our chosen venue

for 2001. The programme will
include a tour of the city by water
bus, visits to Jorvik Viking Centre
and York Minster, a ride on the
North York Moors Railway from
Pickering to Grosmont, on to
Whitby and then across the moor
to Hutton le Hole to visit the
Ryedale Folk Museum. We also hope
to visit either Castle Howard or
Harewood House. There will be a
free day in York where there is so
much to see, with your own choice
of visits — Fairfax House, the Castle
Museum, the Treasurer’s House, the
National Railway Museum, to name
a few. We will break the journey on
the way up at the Abbeydale Indus-
trial Hamlet near Sheffield and on
the return journey at the Canal
Museum, Stoke Bruerne.

The group will stay at the Swallow
Hotel, which includes the usual leisure
facilities and overlooks York racecourse.
The cost, which will not exceed £370
per person, includes everything except
hotel gratuities, lunches, drinks and
personal choice of wvisits in  York.
Participants are strongly advised to
make their own arrangements for
holiday insurance.

Please apply for a booking form to the
secretary, Jean Piggott, enclosing a
stamped addressed envelope. Booking
will be treated on a first come, first
served basis. A limited number of single
rooms is available.
® Membership subscriptions. The

annual subscription to the Friends

of the Museum will change from

1 January 2001. It has been three

years since the last increase and

membership continues to provide
excellent value for those who visit the

Museum, in addition to the vital

financial support that the Friends

contribute to the work of the Museum.

New annual rates are: Family (2

adults plus dependent children or

grandchildren) £33; Adult £15; Joint
adult £30; Senior citizen (60) £13;

Joint seniors £26; Child or full time

student £8; Corporate, full rate £110;

Corporate, reduced rate £40,

Members who currently pay by

Direct Debit will receive a letter,

enclosed with this magazine, which

will detail the new payment,
® Gift Aid — something for nothing?

Your annual subscriptions, together

with any other donations you make,

qualify as Gift Aid donations and the

Friends can reclaim the tax. All that

SPRING TOUR 2001 — 26 April-

is required is that the donor pays an
amount of income or capital gains tax
at least equal to the amount of tax
that we reclaim (currently 28p for
every £1 that you donate) and that
you make a simple Gift Aid declara-
tion. For example, a family subscrip-
tion of £33 would be worth £42.24
to the Museum at no additional cost
to you.

Members who had a Deed of
Covenant under the previous rules
need take no further action as this
can still be used to claim Gift Aid.
Many members have already returned

Virginia Lyon memorial

a declaration that was sent out with
their membership card. Thank you
for your excellent response. If you
have not yet received a request and/or
you would now like to make a decla-
ration, all you need do is send a note
to the hon treasurer with your name,
address (inc postcode), membership
number and the following statement —
“I want the Friends of the Weald &
Downland Open Air Musewm to treat all
donations 1 bave made since 6 April 2000,
and all donations 1 make from the date of this
declaration, until I notify you otherwise, as
Gift Aid donations and reclain the tax.”

Please ensure the declaration is
dated. Your signature is not required.
If you have any queries please contact
the treasurer.

@ Christmas Gift. Why not give a

year’s membership of the Friends of
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the Museum as a gift this year? Write
to or telephone the Friends office for
application forms. Completed forms
should reach us by the first week in
December so that membership cards
can be sent before Christmas. If you
apply in December you can take
advantage of this year’s subscription
rates (Family £30; Adult £14; Senior
citizen £12; Child/student £8.)

® AGM. The Annual General Meeting
of the Friends will take place on
Saturday 21 April 2001 at 2.30pm in
the old library, West Dean House,
followed by tea.

® Fund Raising Lunch. A special
fund-raising lunch is being organised
during mid-May 2001 — full details
in the Spring Magazine.

Many of you will remember Virginia
Lyon, who was chairman of the Friends
of the Museum and Museum Trustee
before her untimely death in December
1996. At the instigation of and with
support from members, a carved oak
finger post and stone plague were
dedicated to her memory in July, on the
day of the Rare and Traditional Breeds
Show, with which she was so closely
involved. Members of her family and a
small group of Friends were present at
Pendean Farmhouse when Tim
Heymann, her successor as chairman,
seen above, spoke of her enthusiastic
dedication to and support for the
Museum over many years. Thanks go to
Roger Champion, Museum carpenter,
for the timber work and Kenneth Childs,
for the letter cutting. The fund set up to
meet the cost remains open until the
end of the year if any member wishes
to make a contribution towards
Virginia's memory.

® Contacting the Friends. If you
have a membership query please
contact our office at Friends of the
Open Air Museum, Singleton,
Chichester, West Sussex POI18
0EU. Membership secretary is Lisa
Neville and the hon treasurer is
Maurice Pollock. For telephone
enquiries call 01243 811893. The
Friends’ office is not staffed full
time but please leave a message
and we will call back as soon as
possible.

For information about Friends’
events please contact Jean Piggott,
Hon Secretary, at Westwood, Pine
Close, West Lavington, Midhurst,
West Sussex GU29 0EW. Tel
01730 813126.

Diane Walker, the Museum’s new

Education Officer reflects on her first

months. ..

fascinating experience! In previ-

ous jobs I have set up the muse-
um education service from scratch
and then developed and run it. So it
has been a pleasure to inherit a
vibrant and highly regarded service
and to be given the task of taking it
forward.

The last few months have been a

The support and help of staff and
volunteers has been much appreciated as
I have got to grips with the sheer size,
scale and intricacies of the task, at the
same time fitting into my role on the
Goodwood Estate and at West Dean
Gardens!

The start of a new incumbency is
often a good time to step back and take
an overview. The first year will
inevitably include an assessment of the
activities offered in the light of the ever-
changing National Curriculum and the
development of new programmes. It
will also involve people gradually get-
ting used to the way I work — I have
never yet met two education officers
who work in the same way!

We are now approaching the Winter
season of activities by which time the
teams of volunteers working on Tudor
and Vicrorian Winter workshops will
have undertaken a training day where
the content of the sessions will have
been agreed and tried out by all of us. T
hope people volunteering to work with
school groups will be able to try their
hand at any of the activities they are
interested in, so that we can all have a
bit of variety. I'm already acquiring
knowledge and skills in areas 1 had
never dreamt of. . . six months ago I
hadn’t thought I would be reading up
on natural dyes or finding out the hard
way that walnut skins stain your hands
so horribly that neat bleach is the only
way to get it off before going to a
friend’s wedding!

Plans are now well under way for the
Key Stage 1 (4-7-year-olds) version of
the hands-on project (funded with the
help of a £7,000 Clore Foundation
grant). Designs will soon be with Roger
Champion for construction and we hope
to have it ready by the end of the year.
The activities will be created in and
around mobile trollies kept in the
Lavant Building Education Centre and
sessions will be booked in a similar way
to the existing exhibition.

Storyteller Rob Parkinson entrances a group of primary school children in North

Cray house.

Diane Walker

Other developments in the coming
year include creating programmes of
study for Key Stage 3 (11-14-years-old)
and Key Stage 4 (14-16-years-old) and
for vocational courses being run in
schools in leisure and tourism, for
example. There will also be INSET (In
Service Training for Teachers) courses as
well as collaborative projects with The
Mary Rose Trust involving provision for
able pupils from West Sussex.

So all in all, it’s going to be a busy
time ahead, but I'm looking forward
to the challenge and my stewardship of
the education service in the coming
years.

Trustees and staff

igel Stephens, who twice
Nserved as chairman of the

Museum, retired from the
Trust at the annual meeting. “Nigel
was an especially committed chair-
man who, as a chartered surveyor,
shared our interest in the history of
buildings,” says Museum director
Chris Zeuner. Nigel has been
appointed a vice president of the
Museum.

Hon treasurer Martin Sharpe has
also retired, and the Museum is very
grateful for all he has done over the
last few years. His place has been

taken by Maurice Pollock, who is also
hon treasurer of the Friends and has
now been appointed a trustee.

Also joining the trustees is Andrew
Ferrier of Jackson Stops & Sraff,
Midhurst. Andrew has been a supporter
of the Museum for some time,
especially through sponsorship of the
Lifelong Learning Programme.

Education officer Sue Shave left to
join The Discovery Centre, Birmingham
and her place has been taken by Diane
Walker, who joins us from Fort
Nelson, one of the Royal Armouries’
museums,
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