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Opening Arrangements
1992-1993

March 1st - October 31st
11.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m. Open every day

From November 1st - February 28th the
Museum is open Wednesdays and Sundays
11.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Christmas Opening December 26th - January
3rd Daily 11.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Parties and School Visits

Parties and School Visits by appointment only.
For party rates please request a special
information sheet.

ADMISSION CHARGES — 1992-1993
(Admission Charges include VAT at current rate)

Adults £3.60, OAP’s £3.00
Children, Students £1.75
Family ticket (2 adults & 2 children) £9.50

Museum Office Tel. 0243 63 348

The Museum is a non-profit making company
limited by guarantee and registered as a
charity, Its work has depended on the support
of many individuals and trusts. If you are not
already involved in its development and
would like to be, please contact the Museum
Director.

PLANNING THE NEXT YEARS

I suggest that one of the characteristics of
our Museum that attracts so many
people, and so many to come again and
again, is the fact that it continues to
develop. Development does not only
mean major new exhibits, but the
thought given and the steps taken to
enhance the quality of the visitor’s
experience, to improve facilites, and to
widen the Museum’s role in the fields of
education and conservation.

When this year’s AGM comes round I
shall have enjoyed the privilege of
chairing the Executive Board for five
years. During those five years much has
been achieved. We saw completion of the
Bayleaf Project, the opening of the
Petersfield brick drying shed and its
exhibition of brick making, the re-
erection of Sole Street, not only as an
exhibit but to provide a restaurant and
more appropriate catering facility, and
we have established links with
Bournemouth Polytechnic and
Weymouth College which have greatly
increased and enhanced our work in the
educational and conservation fields.

Much however remains to be done.
During the five years we have rescued
significant exhibits from Ashtead and
Godalming as well as a bakery from
Newdigate. These are now in store with
some 25 other potential exhibits. We need
to consider how to fund these projects so
that the Museum continues to develop.

We need to improve the entrance
facilities and in the longer term we have
to determine how we can best provide
permanent storage facilities and replace
our temporary office building. We remain

financially under capitalised and the need
for additional working capital is perhaps
the most pressing problem.

We are, as some of you will know,
embarking on the preparation of a
corporate plan. This will involve a very
careful analysis of where we have got to
and the problems we face before we can
realistically plan what we should set out
to achieve over the next 10 years.

If the necessary impetus is to be
maintained and our goals achieved we
need to encourage new blood at Trustee
and Board level. Planned succession is
vital. I therefore think it right that after
five years and at this stage in our
development I should stand down at the
AGM and create the opportunity to bring
in “fresh blood”.

Dr Alan Hayes who has been a trustee
for some five years has indicated to me
his willingness to take on the chairman’s
role and I shall be commending him to
the Board and the Trustees. Following
the tragic death of Jimmy Woollings the
Board invited Neil MacGregor Wood to
take over as vice chairman and I sincerely
hope he will be confirmed in that post at
the AGM. At that meeting some new
names will come forward to strengthen
the Board and the Trustee body.

I would like to thank you all for the
support you have given me as your
Chairman and I assure you that as a
trustee I will continue to do all I can to
further the interests of the Museum and
to support my successor.

Nigel Stephens
Museum Chairman

New Guide Book Published in May

The front cover of this Magazine features
one of a series of specially commissioned
photographs taken for the front of the
new edition of the Museum’s Guide
Book, to be published in May.
Written by Richard Harris, the
Museum’s Research Director, it has been
designed by Robin Wade Associates, and

will include a number of extra sections as
well as revisions to the original text.

The Guide Book is the principle way in
which visitors can obtain detailed
information, and the new design and text
concentrates on making the book as easy
as possible to use.

New Logo Features
North Cray House

This Magazine is the first Museum
publication to feature our new logo,
which will be more flexible to use and
is more in keeping with current design
practice. The old logo, in use for
nearly 20 years, had a number of
practical disadvantages, especially
when used in advertisements. The
new one features the North Cray Hall
House and can be used either in its
complete form, or without the
illustration. It was drawn by Richard
Harris and designed by Robin Wade
Associates.

Advertising

For the first time, this issue of the Museum
Magazine includes advertising. Comparties
who have decided to take space are all
connected with the Museum, either as
suppliers, sponsors, or supporters.

The advertising fees help offset the costs
of producing and mailing the magazine,
which is published in March and October
each year. We hope readers will wish to
make use of the services provided by the
advertisers.

COMPLETION OF THE REIGATE
PROJECT GOES AHEAD

£10,000 Still Needed

The next stages of the 17th century
Reigate Town House Project will start
this year, with the rebuilding of the
stone basement and chimney, the
completion of the interior, the addition
of oriel windows and the floors.

Most of the funding is in place, but a
shortfall of £10,000 still has to be found.

Funds have come from the Museum
Improvement Fund (£20,000), The Minet
and Idlewild Trusts (£3,000 each), the
Friends (£10,000), and donations from a
number of City Livery Companies, led by
the Worshipful Company of Painters and
Stainers. We will not be able to complete
work on this exciting project, however,
until the final £10,000 is in place.

The timber frame was repaired by Peter
McCurdy and Co. The final carpentry will
be carried out by Roger Champion. The
building lacks its projecting ‘oriel’
windows, and there are partitions,
panelling and a staircase to be installed
inside.

The biggest job is to build the stone
basement and chimney. Originally this
was of Reigate stone — the locally mined
Upper Greensand. However, not only is
this stone now unavailable, but it
weathers very badly — and has long been
known to do so. In 1713 Sir Christopher
Wren reported on the stonework of
Westminster Abbey that “That which is most
to be lamented, is the unhappy choice of maferials,
the stone is decayed four inches deep and falls off
perpetually in great scales.... [Caen stone] was
found expensive to bring hither, so they brought
Rygate stone in Surrey, the nearest like their own,
being a stone that would saw and work like wood,
but not durable, as is manifest; and they used this
for the ashlar of the whole fabric, which is now
disfigured in the highest degree: this stone takes in
water, which, being frozen, scales off, whereas good
stone gathers a crust and defends itself, as many of
our English freestones do.”

For the Reigate building, we will use
Reigate stone rescued from the original
building for all the internal wall surfaces,

The largest intact area of painted plaster was
the ceiling at one end of the upper room — the
rest of the ceiling had been replaced with later
plaster. The pattern revealed by Ann
Ballantyne's work has been traced, reduced in
scale, and reassembled, and part of it is
published here for the first time. In the
original, the design is coloured, showing
various kinds of flowers and fruit.

but for the exterior we are planning to
obtain stone from Chilmark — very
different geologically from Reigate stone,
but of a similar colour and texture,
commercially available, and with good
weathering properties.

The Museum is receiving additional
assistance with the stonework from
Weymouth College Stone Masonry
Department.

The Reigate building was erected in the
early 17th century as an addition at the

rear of earlier buildings which formed 43
High Street. In the fashion of the time the
plaster walls and ceilings of the main
rooms were painted with decorative
patterns, and some small areas of this
painting survived (under many coats of
later paint) until the dismantling in 1981.
All the painted plaster was removed
intact from the building and has since
been cleaned and conserved by Ann
Ballantyne, a specialist wall painting
conservator.

Domestic Wall Paintings
Exhibition: Appeal for
Information

One of the rooms in the Reigate
building is intended to house a small
exhibition on domestic wall paintings
of the late 16th and early 17th
centuries. The painted panels from
Ivy Cottage, Fittleworth, will be on
display together with photographs of
other examples.

As part of the preparations for this
we would like to build up our
knowledge of wall paintings in our
region. A number of examples have
been seen and recorded for the
Museum over the years and these

records are kept in the Museum
library. However, there must be many
that we do not know about and it
would be very helpful to have a larger
sample to study.

Can you help? If you know of any
wall paintings in houses — whether
your own house or someone else’s —
please let us know. A photograph and
description would be ideal, of course,
but just to know the location and the
owner's name would be extremely
helpful.

Send your contribution to: Wall
Paintings Project, Armstrong Library,
Weald and Downland Open Air
Museum, Chichester, West Sussex
PO18 0EU.

ents, a written ac
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Dendrochronology at Bayleaf

Richard Harris describes the work so far

As one of the Museum’s leading
exhibits, Bayleaf has been under close
scrutiny. One of the first questions
people ask is “How old is it”, and we
have been trying to find out the answer.
Bayleaf, of course, has two dates: the
structure shows clearly that the hall and
service end were built first, and the
“solar” end later. But when was the hall
built? And how much later is the solar?
For an answer, we turned to
dendrochronology.

Dendrochronology is the science (or
art) of dating buildings from tree-ring
widths. In a dry year the annual growth
ring of a tree will normally be narrower
than a wet year, so the pattern of ring
widths follows the pattern of climate. For
many years dendrochronologists have
been building up “master curves” from
dated timbers, showing the sequence of
wide and narrow rings over the
centuries. To date a piece of timber, its
ring widths are compared (by computer)
against the master curve until a best
match is found. If the match is good
enough, it is possible to say when the tree
was growing, and if the sample includes
the sapwood (outer rings), an
approximate felling date can be
calculated.

The late John Fletcher examined three

samples from Bayleaf in 1980 — two from
the earlier (hall and service) end and one
from the later (solar) end. His analysis
suggested a date range of 1400-1405 for
the earlier phase and 1500-1515 for the
solar end. However, techniques -of
dendrochonology have improved over
the last ten years, and the results are
much more reliable if a larger number of
samples are taken for comparison. We
have therefore taken more samples —
about twenty from each phase and given
them to Ian Tyers, dendrochronologist at
the Museumn of London, for analysis.

For the earlier phase (hall and service),
Ian’s results are similar to John Fletcher's:
he has confirmed that the timbers were
felled in the period 1405-1430, and it is
possible that further sampling of timbers
with some intact sapwood will enable us
to make this date more precise in the
future.

For the later phase, however, none of
the samples have so far showed a good
match against the master curve at any
date, so John Fletcher's result cannot be
replicated. At least, not yet. A few
timbers remain to be sampled, and
techniques of dendrochronology are
improving all the time, so it is still
possible that in due course a more
definite date may be established.

Bob Holman

Thelma Jack and Doreen Parish preparfng hazel rods of new wattle fence around the Bayleaf

Farmhouse garden. Bob Holman, Bayleaf gardener, has renewed and strengthened the existing
fence and carried it on round the front of the garden in an effort to make it rabbit and

chicken-proof!

Jimmy Woollings

The Museum was shocked in November
at the sudden loss of Jimmy Woollings,
the Museum’s Vice Chairman, and one
of its most active Trustees.

Jimmy had devoted much of his time to
the Museum following his retirement as
Bank Manager with Barclays Chichester
branch. As Hon. Treasurer, then Hon.
Secretary and Treasurer, and finally Vice
Chairman, he played a vital role in the
Museum’s work. His contributions, both
at meetings and on a practical level were
significant and much valued by everyone
concerned with the Museum’s
management.

Museum staff and volunteers were
particularly appreciative of the visits he
and his wife Cynthia made to the site for
special events, days of great intensity and
rigorous effort for everyone. He hardly
missed a single one. His warm humour
and cheerful presence have been greatly
missed.

Diana Zeuner

From Lottery

~ The Museum received a surprise

dividend of £20,000 from a £400
investment in a lottery run by the UK
Charity Lotteries Ltd, a company set
up last year to raise money for
charities.

The windfall will go info the Museum'’s
general funds to ease cashflow. Further
sums from the investment are still

Museum Receives £20,000

expected, the Company has told the
Museum Director, who believes that Weald
and Downland is the only museum to have
taken part in the lottery.

A total of nearly £5 million has been paid
out to welfare, arts and sports charities
from the lottery. Chris Zeuner says the
£400 was a gamble but seemed worth the
risk — a risk which certainly paid off!

James Farmer

The Museum was also saddened to hear
of the death of James Farmer, who had
been the first Chairman of the Museum’s
Council of Management.

James Farmer, who went to school with
Roy Armstrong, was prepared to lead the
management body of the Museum in the
days when many people were unsure
whether to step into this particular ship!
His faith paid off, and following his
retirement as Chairman, he continued to
serve as a Trustee of the Museum until
his death in November.

DOWNLAND NATIVITY

An adaptation of the medieval
Mystery Plays relating to the Christmas
story is to be performed on December
12/13 at the Museum.

Volunteer players, musicians, and
technical staff are all welcome. Please
contact Moira Hickling on Godalming
(0483) 421459 to express an early interest
in taking part.

Museum Prepares
New Corporate Plan

The Museum is currently engaged in the
preparation of a new Corporate Plan,
which will outline the next few years of
development and prove a useful
working tool in progressing the
Museum’s work.

The stimulus for this is the Museums
and Galleries Commission Registration
Scheme, which requires every Museum
to prepare a forward plan, make it
available for publication, and, equally
important, to make arrangements for its
regular updating,.

The Museum has in fact been working
to two plans for many years, a site master
plan, and a landscaping plan. These two
plans are the basis for most of the
development decisions that have been
made on site. In addition, some years ago
Roy Armstrong led a number of groups
which considered a range of aspects of
the Museum’s activity, such as
education, library etc. These documents
have also influenced many of our
decisions.

All these plans will be revised and
other crucial aspects of running the
Museum, principally the financial future
of our institution, will be given a formal

place in the new Corporate Plan.

An essential element of the Plan’s
formulation is the input of the many
people who are engaged in the Museum'’s
affairs. A special feature of a voluntary
body, with its mix of paid and unpaid
staff, is the very large number of
committed people who have a legitimate
stake in its development. We shall try to
consult as many as possible of you on
relevant matters.

A start on this was made at the
volunteers end of season gathering when
our discussions resulted in a series of
smaller meetings considering special
topics. The needs of the disabled,
educational visits, and new roles for
volunteers have all been discussed. These
meetings were most fruitful. The Friends
have also been considering their
contribution.

The process will take a little time, butin
the end a document realistically outlining
the next few years of development will
emerge, and be followed with, we hope,
worthwhile and successful results.

Christopher Zeuner
Museum Director

Museum’s Role In Goodwood
Country Park Project

The Goodwood Estate is extending its
existing Country Park near the
Racecourse to include The Trundle Hill
iron age fort and adjoining land.

West Sussex County Council will be
providing Countryside Ranger services
and the Museum will be providing
interpretation and education services to
the newly extended park. Some of the
existing facilities at the Museum will be
available for use by educational and
recreational groups visiting the country
park.

The area of the South Downs to the
south of the Museum has long been a
popular destination for countryside
recreation, and in the light of current
approaches to rural leisure and the
preservation and interpretation of ancient
monuments and natural habitats, is an
ideal subject for imaginative countryside
planning.

Goodwood Estate and the Museum
already co-operate in an educational
partnership, sharing an Education Officer
responsible for the Museum’s
educational programme and that of the

West Sussex Countryside Trust, itself a
partnership between Goodwood and
West Sussex County Council.
A crucial part of the new plan is the
renovation of Seven Points House, near
The Trundle car park, at a cost of £50,000,
to form a base for the Countryside Ranger
who would implement the management
strategy of the Park Management
Committee, on which the Museum will
have a representative.
The aims of the project are:
® The enhancement of the Park
landscape.
® The conservation and re-establishment
of wildlife habitats.

® The management of recreation and
public access within the Park.

® Developing and interpreting the Park
to increase visitor understanding of
wildlife, farming, forestry,
archaeologgy and history of the
surrounding countryside.

® Providing a broaad range of activities
for educational goups.

@ Providing satisfactory information on
the Park and its facilities to visitors.

VISITOR ATTRACTIONS CODE OF PRACTICE

The English Tourist Board has
introduced a national code of practice for
visitor attractions. All the regional
tourist boards have undertaken to make
registration a condition of membership

5

and of promotion for visitor attractions.
The Museum is a member of the South
East England Tourist Board and will be
registering this year.



Library Catalogues
on Computer

Do you own or use an IBM compatible
computer? And are you interested in
books and articles about vernacular
architecture, building history and local
studies? If so, here’s an opportunity to
study the Museum’s library catalogue at
your own desk!

From the start in 1983, the Museum
library’s collection of printed books has
been catalogued on computer, and it has
been continuously maintained and
improved. The regional system, which is
still in use, was an Apple II computer
running special software, but we hope
that in the not-too-distant future this will
be exchanged for a more up-to-date
system, which will inevitably be based on
an IBM compatible PC.

With this in mind, I have copied the
contents of the book catalogue to my own
IBM system, and the entire database,
containing more than 12,000 entries, has
been re-established in a new form. The

catalogue includes not only printed books
and offprints, but also has entries for
each relevant article in various national
and local journals.

Each entry has the essential
bibliographic information, together with
subject classification and location codes,
enabling researchers to look for material
on particular subjects as well as particular
authors. The catalogue is useful as a
bibliography in its own right, as well as
being a guide to the material available for
study in the Museum’s Armstrong
Library.

If you would like to have a copy of the
catalogue on disc please write to me at
the Museum for details.

It can be supplied in ASCII text-file
form for use within your favourite word
processor or database program, or
formatted for use with a read-only copy
of IdealList (Blackwell Scientific Software).

J. Demaus RiBA

THE DEMAUS PARTNERSHIP

R. Demaus B ENG

@ Conservation Architect @ Restoration of Water Mills
@ Ultrasonic Testing of Timber throughout UK

Stagbatch Farm, Leominister, Herefordshire HR6 9DA. Tel: 0568 615662

VALE FORGE

-

Charlton Barns, Charlton, Nr Chichester, West Sussex PO18 0HU. Tel: Singleton (024 363) 434

* Ornamental Iron Work
* Fire Irons, Fire Dogs and Baskets
* Gates, Lanterns and Grilles
* Welding and Fabrication
We would be pleased to discuss your
requirements

4. D. Lawson

Joint Centre for

Bournemouth Polytechnic

ADDITIONAL CENTRE ACTIVITIES
BOURNEMOUTH POLYTECHNIC
Consultancy services in:

Field Archaeology

Archaeological Resource M

Heritage Conservation & Management

Museums Management

Collection Management

Longer Courses:

BSc (Hons) Heritage Conservation

BSc (Hons) Archacology

BA (Hons) Tourism Studies

PG Diploma Architectural Stonework Conservation
MA/PG Diploma European Tourism Management
MA/PG Diploma Tourism Management

Heritage Conservation
& Management

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Weymouth College (Sponsored by PICKUP)

The Joint Centre for Heritage Conservation & Managentent, in which the Museum is a partner with the
Bowrnemouth Polytechnic and Weymouth College, is embarking on its second season of training courses.

course to take place at the Musewm this year i
people responsible for the management of tra
woodland historian Dr Oliver Rackham.

place at the beginning of March.

The first seminar to take place organised by the Museum looked at the problems involved in the making of Daff
furniture in replica. This was the second in a series that tackles the problems of replication by museums. The first

n February was on Historic Woodland Management, designed for
ditional coppice woodlands, and addressed by the distinguished

Marketing Tourist Attractions followed at the end of the month, and An Introduction to Charcoal Burning takes

VENUE FOR COURSE

WEYMOUTH COLLEGE

Consultancy services in:
Monument Restoration

Longer Courses:

PG Diploma Architectural Stonework Conservation

TRAINING CALENDAR 1991 - 1992

DATE COURSE NAME COST ORGANISED BY
01-03/10/91 Timber Frame Repair Workshop (3 Day) £215 Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Nov 91 ' Basic Chemical Handling Course for School Technicians * Bounemouth Polytechnic
20/01/92 Qak Furniture in Replica £40 Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
05/02/92 Historic Woodland Management £40 Weald & Downland Open Air Muscum
21/02/92 Marketing Tourist Attractions £40 Weald & Downland Open Air Museum

(In association with Chichester Visitors Group) and Bournemouth College
03-05/03/92 Timber Frame Repair Workshop (3 Day) £215 Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
11/03/92 Charcoal Burning - A practical course £50 Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
1992 Basic Chemical Handling for School Technicians x2 # Bournemouth Polytechnic
10/04/92 Health and Safety in Archaeological Fieldwork Es Bournemouth Polytechnic
24-26/04/92 The Cleaning of valuable Limestone Buildings £95 Weymouth College .
29/04/92 Listed Buildings. Ownership and Control £40 Weald & Downland Open Air Muscum
12-14/05/92 Building Recording Workshop £215 Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
29-31/05/92 The Lime Process £95 Weymouth College
06-10/07/92 Summer School - Masonry Practice in Restoration & * Weymouth College

Conservation Techniques ‘
10/07/92 Making the most of your bones £40 Bournemouth Polytechnic
1992 Fire & Flood - Planning for disaster & Bournemouth Polytechnic
1992 Conservation Areas = Bournemouth Polytechnic
1992 Archaeology & the Law N Boumnemouth Polytechnic
1992 Project Management in Archaeology 2 Bournemouth Polytechnic )
06-08/10/92 Timber Frame Repair Workshops (3 Day) * Weald & Downland Open Air Museum

Archaeology and the Law

Date: 1992

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
On Site

Museum of London

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Weald & Downland Open Air Muscum
On Site

Bournemouth Polytechnic

Weymouth College

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
‘Weymouth College

‘Weymouth College

Bournemouth Polytechnic
Bournemouth Polytechnic
Bournemouth Polytechnic
Bournemouth Polytechnic
Bournemouth Polytechnic
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum

*Details available on request

Project Management in Archagology

Date: 1992

[etails are available for the following shorl courses on request:
Ilealth & Safety in Archaeological Fieldwork
Date: 10 Apr 1992

Fire & Flood - Planning for disaster
Date: 1992

Conservation Areas
Date: 1992

BOOKINGS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
Una Lyon/Lynne Nichols

Dept of Tourism & Heritage Conservation
Dorset House

Bournemouth Polytechnic, Talbot Campus
Fern Barrow, Poole

Dorset. BIT12 5BB

Tel: (0202) 595178/595516

Tax: (0202) 515707

-

1992 Special Events Offer Sponsorship
Opportunities To Local Firms

Another full programme of special
events has been planned for this year,
including the biannual Building
Conservation Exhibition, on June 27-28.
A new addition is a Children’s Activities
Event on August 22-23. An expanded
programme of building conservation
craft demonstrations has also been
organised.

1991 was the most popular season ever
for special events at the Museum,
attracting more than 30,000 visitors.
Special events provide excellent
opportunities for commercial

organisations to achieve a high profile
through sponsorship, in large or small
amounts. Opportunities range from full
sponsorship of a whole event, to
assistance with, say a class at the Show
for Rare Breeds.

During 1991 sponsors included the
Observer Series Newspapers, the West
Sussex Gazette, the Nationwide Anglia
Building Society, West Sussex County
Council, National Westminster Bank,
Goodrowes of Chichester, SCATS,
Deosan Ltd, Chichester Tractors, Stride
and Sons, Dounhurst Farm, Cyanamid of

Great Britain, Humberts, Karova Farms,
Pauls Agriculture and Carringdale.

If any company is interested in
supporting an event, please contact
Richard Pailthorpe at the Museum office
on 0243 63 348. A full list of special events
is given on the back page.

Below: No Steam Threshing Weekend would
be the same without Bert Dibben, who has
threshed our wheat straw crop for many years.
A self-employed threshing contractor from
Martin, Hampshire, he is at the eastern end of
his “range” when he visits the Museum each
October.

Carringdale (

Are very proud to be one of the main sponsors, for 1992, of the

Weald and Downland Museum

Holding the main Volvo Franchise for both Chichester and Bognor Regis we are based in

prestigous premises in Bognor Regis.

Volvo are commited to both the safety and environmental aspect of all those who drive and ride in
their excellent range of Saloons, Hatchbacks and Estates. All petrol models have a catalytic
converter fitted as standard and must therefore run on unleaded fuel only.

With our careful selection of quality used cars, all with twelve months warranty, and tailored financial
terms, we are able to cater for all your motoring needs.

We recognise all our customers deserve a level of service which is personal, reliable and efficient.

Carringdale (Bognor) Ltd
Oldlands Way, Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO22 9SE. Tel: 0243 828485. Fax: 0243 862904.

Richard Pailthorpe.



New Marketing
Scheme for Lurgashall
Mill Flour

To increase retail outlets for the
Museum’s stone ground flour, the
Museum has joined forces with Bartley
Mill, East Sussex, which distributes to
outlets beyond our immediate region.

The Mill, which has exhibited at several
special events at the Museum, will also be
making Lurgashall Mill biscuits with our
flour to be sold at the Museum and at
outside retail outlets.

The Museum has built up many good
local outlets, but it has been difficult to
establish ones further afield. This new
arrangement should help considerably.

Volunteer help with deliveries of flour
is still being urgently sought. If you can
help please contact Richard Pailthorpe at
the Museum office.

This year Mike Tighe has taken on the
role of Miller, and he will be assisted by
volunteer millers who cover weekends
and some weekdays.

MUSEUM COOKERY BOOK

Food historian and writer Maggie Black
has written a Museum Cookery Book
based on 50 original recipes from the
medieval period. The book will be
published later this year and has been
sponsored by the Worshipful Company
of Cooks.

McCURDY & Co. Ltd.

Specialists in Historic Timber
Framed Buildings

McCurdy and Co. are one of Britains leading spedialists in the repair
and reconstruction of historic timber framed buildings. Established
in 1979 the company has worked on the repair of more than 75

historic frames and fabricated new timber structures.

Clients include English Heritage, the National Trust, the Weald and
Downland and other Open Air Museums in the UK and overseas,
Chatham Historic Dockyard , preservation trusts,
private and corporate patrons.

The company is currently working for the York Archaeological Trust
on the Barley Hall, York; on Harmondsworth Barn, a scheduled
ancient monument of 1426; the:reconstruction'of an 18th century
granary for the London Borough of Harrow and consultancies for
architects, engineers and owners of historic properties.

McCurdy & Co. are always happy to discuss projects
and make site inspections.

For further information contact Paul Simons
McCurdy & Co. Ltd., Manor Farm, Stanford Dingley, Reading,
Berkshire, RG7 6LS. Tel: 0734 744866 Fax: 0734 744375.
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Coppicing Plan
Continues

The maintenance of the Museum’s hazel
coppice with hornbeam standards on our
northern boundary continues, and a
large section has been cut this year.
Much of this harvest will be used for
spar making, fencing and firewood.

It is many years since the hornbeams
have been pollarded and some may well
be beyond recutting. However those that
remain uncut have been exposed to wind
blow and indeed a number have been
blown down.

A few years ago a selected tree was cut
to see how strong the regrowth would be.
As a result of this experiment we have
decided to pollard a number of the larger
trees on the upper side of the path.
Replacement hornbeams were planted
seven years ago and the majority of these
are now well established.

Our purpose in maintaining the
underwood is to preserve a productive
historic landscape that links closely with
many of the themes explained through
other Museum exhibits. It also provides
us with useful materials, a small
commercial gain, and helps encourage
countryside skills.

Hon. Sec. B. D. Stapley
79 Worthing Road, Rustington, West Sussex BN16 3NA.
Tel: 0903 786078

Tel: 0243 585169.

G. A. MacDonald, 11 Gloucester Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex. Tel: 0903 726328.
J. F. Fletcher, 31 Beaconsfield Road, Christchurch, Dorset. Tel: 0202 476285.
C. M. Tomkins, 3 Southview Road, Felpham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex. Tel: 0243 863943.
W. Hobbs, Meadow Croft', Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Tel: 0304 842327.

* Expert advice and surveys * All work guaranteed
* Water Reed, Wheat Reed, Long Straw
* All members are Skilled Craftsmen

ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

N. H. Ayling, Eastern Nurseries, Yapton Lane,
Walberton, West Sussex. Tel: 0243 551654

P. Arthur, 34 Downs Park Cotts, West Harting,
Petersfield, Hants. Tel: 0730 821370

B. Fisher, (Wealden Thatching Services), 9 Brookside, Cranfield, Kent. Tel: 0580 717747.
R. D. Stapley, (B. D. Stapley & Son), 4 Byron Road, Rustington, West Sussex. Tel: 0903 775637.
G. H. Jarvis, 17 Amberley Road, Rustington, West Sussex. Tel: 0903 786104.
B. P. Jarvis, (S. F. Jarvis & Son) Manor Barn, Bilsham Lane, Bilsham, Arundel, West Sussex.
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Museum Expands Its

Among building-related acquisitions
was a sample of hand-made bricks from
the last firing of the wood-fuelled
Ashburnam brick kiln, witnessed by the
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FROM A RECENTLY COMPLETED DESIGN/BUILD PROJECT

TIMBERWRIGHTS

PROVIDE A SERVICE BASED UPON TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY
SKILLS FOR TIMBER FRAMED STRUCTURES, INCLUDING, CONSERVA-
TION & RESTORATION TECHNIQUES; RECORDING, DISMANTLING &
RE-ERECTION; THE MANAGEMENT OF NEW DESIGN AND BUILD
PROJECTS.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 0243 573709
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Building-Related Collections

The Museum'’s supporting collection has
continued to grow this year under
Curator Bob Powell’s management, and
donations have been made in the
building-related, craft, rural life and
agricultural fields. The artefacts will
have a variety of uses, for research and
reference, for future displays, to enhance
existing collections, or for use on site.

A comprehensive plumbers’ tool kit
will enable the Museum to equip the
Plumbers and Glaziers shop from the
collection. And a late 1800's flour sifter
and blender made by Gardners of
Gloucester will assist the “furnishing’” of
the Newdigate Bakery, currently in store.

The Museum is building up a reference
collection of woodland craft tools, and a
number of different billhooks have been
collected, ranging from a 10in blade large
hedge laying example to 7%in blade
smaller and narrower ones made for spar
making. Most are blacksmith hand-
forged including some by the locally-
favoured Moss family. A commercially
made example is one by Cornelius
Whitehouse and Sons of Cannock but
inscribed with the retailers mark: G. Pine,

donor, Museum Trustee Kim Leslie, who
also helped the Museum republish his
history of the Sussex brickyard.

Another interesting item was an oak
door from Sevenoaks, probably dating
from the 17th century, comprising three
wide planks, three ledges, a pair of well
worn strap hinges, a blacksmith-made
ring pull and evidence of three previous
locks. :

All these items are invaluable for our
buildings-related reference collection,
which is helping establish the Museum as
a resource for serious academic study as
well as being a visitor attraction.

Although we are not a farm museum
our farm buildings and livestock
necessitate the collection of agricultural
items, and during the year we have
accepted donations of horsedrawn
machinery including a McCormick corn
drill, a Brenton root drill, a Massey-Harris
binder, a McCormick fertilizer spreader
and both flat and Cambridge rollers. All
these items, becoming increasingly rare,
are in reasonably good condition and will
be usable on site or for demonstration

purposes.

Other items have included mill teeth
patterns, an eel trap, dairying items,
cobblers’ tools and a slaughterhouse
winch.

Accepfed: a selection of billhooks acquired by the Museum in 1991. The
two far lefthand tools were made by Moss.

Rejected: this quarter-lock waggon from near Edenbridge, Kent, was far
more rotten than the photograph reveals! Following rejection by the

Museum its owner destroyed it, but the Museum accepted some of the
iron work for our waggon spares box.

Encouraging Best Practice in by

Timber-Frame Repair

he repair of timber-framed
I buildings has always been central
to the Museum’s interests, ever
since Gunolt Greiner, assisted by Roger
Champion, repaired and re-erected our
first exhibit, Winkhurst Farm, in 1969.
My own introduction to the subject had
been in 1968 when I worked for F.W.B.
Charles in Worcester — and by a curious
coincidence, also with Gunolt Greiner
on the restoration of Sarehole Mill in
Birmingham.

Over the intervening 20 years there has
been a gradual improvement in
knowledge and techniques, and many
new practitioners have entered the field.
But apart from a few individuals’ efforts
— notably Freddie Charles — little of this
knowledge has been collected, examined,
written down and published. The
Museum still receives frequent enquiries
from people who have responsibility for
repairing a historic timber building but
have little or no idea how to go about it.

To rectify the situation a small working
party has been meeting under the aegis of
the ICOMOS (International Council on
Monuments and Sites) Wood Committee,
and Roger Champion and I have both
taken part. We are examining, in many
cases from first principles, the problems
presented by defects and failures in
historic timber frames,
solutions, and unorthodox alternatives.
Many of us feel that, compared with
other conservation disciplines that are
well established in museums, the repair
of historic buildings in general and timber
buildings in particular is lagging far
behind. The results of the working party
discussions will be presented to larger
seminar groups and will then be
published in some form.

In parallel with this initiative, we have
started holding training workshops at the
Museum for people involved in timber-
framed buildings. These workshops last
for three days with only eight

the orthodox

research

them.”

Museum Staff and
Friends in Europe

Richard Harris, the Museum’s Research Director, joined the
annual conference of Arbeitskreis fur Hausforschung (AHF),
the “working group for the study of houses”, in Germany, last
year.

Based in Germany, AHF membership covers most European
countries, and its annual conference is an invaluable
opportunity for people involved in the study and conservation
of historic buildings to exchange information and discuss
professional issues. Of 130 delegates, Richard was the only
English representative.

The conference visited farmhouses and barns of the “low-
German hall house” type in countryside west of Lemgo, urban
buildings in Lemgo itself where historical interpretation and
conservation and urban planning issues were examined, and
Hoxter, an historic town which has participated in a working
group of 24 historic town centre renovation projects.

After the conference Richard drove to the Open Air Museum
at Bokrijk, Belgium to join the study tour organised by the
Weald and Downland Open Air Museum, led by Chris Zeuner
and organised by Richard Pailthorpe. Bokrijk Museum Director,
Marc Laenen, conducted a tour of the Museum which prompted
discussion on problems of maintenance, presentation and use
of buildings reconstructed in open air museums.

The Museum tour went on to see the open air museums at
Detmold in Westphalia and at Arnhem in The Netherlands.
Participants included Museum Friends and volunteers and staff
from Beamish, North of England Open Air Museum and
Summerlee Industrial Museum at Coatbridge, Glasgow.
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Dotmolen Paint
Specialist & Traditional Paints

Our Natural Coatings
include
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Water Paint

LIME PUTTY

WE ARE THE SUPPLIERS OF
TRADITIONAL PAINTS, COATINGS,
BRUSHES AND TOOLS FOR THE
REPAIR, CONSERVATION AND
PRESERVATION OF BUILDINGS ETC.

POTMOLEN PAINT, 27 Woodcock Industrial Estate,
WARMINSTER, Wiltshirc BA12 9DX, England.
Telephone: Warminster (0985) 213960

Telelax: 0985 213931

Richard Harris

participants, so a very intense level of
discussion is possible between the
participants and the three tutors — Roger
Champion, Peter McCurdy and myself.
The first workshop was held in October
1991, and the next is this month. As part
of the preparation for the workshop I
have assembled a review of the technical
literature on the subject, a copy of which
is given to each participant. If you are
interested, but cannot attend the
workshop, you can consult a copy in the
Museum’s Armstrong Library.

This is one of the many ways in which
the Museum is coming to be used as an
educational and research resource,
accordance with our Memorandum of
Association, where the first object of the
Museum was said to be “To establish
centres for the study of historical
buildings and artefacts and to promote
into the best means of
preserving, restoring, and recording




ow did people use their houses
Hin the past? This is a most

important question for the
Museum and for architectural historians,
but surviving buildings give only part of
the answer. We can identify an open hall
by its sooted rafters and crown post roof
— but how was it used in everyday life?

The Bayleaf project brought this
question into sharp focus three years ago
when we had to decide what furniture
and equipment to provide in the Bayleaf
farmstead, to show it as it might have
been in about 1540. Even after completion
of the project, however, we have
continued to do research to improve our
presentation. We have also started
discussions with a ‘Living History’
group, in the hope that we might
occasionally have a fully costumed ‘first-
person’ recreation of everyday life in
Bayleaf.

One of the most important sources of
information about the lives of ordinary
people are the inventories of the “goods
and chattels” of deceased persons. A
small group of neighbours or relatives,
with the assistance of a clerk, made an
appraisal of the value of the deceased’s

Probate Inventories in

possessions, including household goods
and furniture; farm stock, crops and
equipment; and the tools and stock of
craftsmen and retailers. Inventories were
legally required by an Act of 1529, and
many survive from the 17th and 18th
centuries. These have been widely
studied — for instance, in F. W. Steer’s
Farm and Cottage Inventories of Mid-Essex,
1635 to 1749 — but the survival of 16th
century inventories is generally much
more sporadic and few inventories
survive in their original form for 16th
century Kent. For this reason we did not
at first expect to get much help from
inventories for the Bayleaf project, with
its early target date of 1540.

We were wrong! In the Archdeaconry
of Canterbury, starting in 1565,
inventories were copied into a register —
and the registers have survived. Each
inventory was copied in full, apparently
as soon as it came in, and while there
may be occasional copying errors, the
register is almost as good as having the
original documents. In 1565-6, for
instance, about 170 inventories were
copied over a twelve-month period.

It is true, of course, that 1565 is 25 years

later than our ‘target’ date of 1540 — and
it is also true that Canterbury
Archdeaconry does not cover the parish
in which Bayleaf was situated. However,
it is possible to make allowances in
various ways for both of these problems
and, with that caveat, the inventories
give an extraordinarily detailed picture of
the possessions of people of all sorts at a
relatively early date.

In preparation for the Bayleaf project I
transcribed and analysed 50 of these
inventories, and since then I have nearly
finished the transcription of the
remainder of the first volume — 170
inventories in total. They represent an
enormous range of individuals: from
Thomas Sale, a clerk of Wye who died
with possessions worth £1-13-6, to John
Tooke Esq, of Great Chart, who died
worth over £1,000 and whose house can
be visited today.

The preliminary analysis of their
contents has covered farm stock, crops
and equipment, and the differences
between Wealden, Downland and
Marshland farmers; and of course, the
furnishing and use of rooms. The
importance of such a large sample, from a

16th Century Kent
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by Richard Harris

single year and covering half of the
county, is that it gives a high-definition
snapshop of households at a particular
moment in time, and certain questions
can be answered with much greater
confidence than is usually possible.

In terms of room names, for instance, it
is interesting to find not a single
occurrence of the words solar and pantry
— words which are often used by
architectural historians in describing
houses of the period. In contrast, about
three-quarters of the houses had
kitchens, confirming other evidence that
the number of kitchens increased rapidly
in the 16th century. For individual items
of furniture, the numbers are impressive:
nearly 500 chests are mentioned and
valued, for instance, and a similar
number of bedsteads. With this amount
of data for such a limited period it
becomes possible to see much more
clearly what “normal’ households would
be like, and to isolate exceptions.

Eventually the inventories and analysis
will be published more widely. For the
moment, however, the transcriptions and
preliminary analysis are held in the
Museum Library, where they can be used
and studied.

traditional and modern buildings

facilities

private owners

DO YOU NEED INDEPENDENT ADVICE ON
TIMBER DECAY AND PEST PROBLEMS ?

H4+R Environmental Investigations Ltd conduct non-destructive surveys of timber decay and moisture distribution in
The company brings together expertise from the biological sciences, architecture, and data processing to advise on
decay, pests, allergies and other biological processes in buildings
H4R favour ecological control of fungal and insect attack. This saves money and minimises the use of chemicals
"Rothound’, sniffer dogs trained to detect active dry rot, fibre optic non-destructive inspection techniques, and
our "Curator’ electronic building monitor systems are backed up by our in-house laboratory and data processing

H4R clients include government departments, local authorities and national heritage organisations, as well as

For further information please contact John Dobson on 048641 3221 and see our display
stand at the Weald and Downland Openair Museum

H4R Environmental Investigations Limited Netley House, Gomshall, Guildford. Surrey GU5 SQA
Tel: 048641 3221, Fax: 048641 2911, Telex: 859167

W. L. WEST & SONS LTD

(Est 1865)

SAWMILLERS
TIMBER MERCHANTS
FENCING CONTRACTORS
ENGLISH & EUROPEAN

HARDWOODS

W. L. WEST & SONSLTD

SELHAM, PETWORTH, WEST SUSSEX GU28 OPJ
TELEPHONES: LODSWORTH (079 85) 611-2-3-4

FAX: LODSWORTH (079 85) 633
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THE VIEW FROM HERE

Never a Dull Moment in
The Museum Office

“So, you work in the Museum Office do
you? That must be wonderful! All those
lovely buildings and that superb
scenery!”” That is always the reaction you
get when asked about your job. If only
they knew!

Geographically the office is not the
centre of the Museum, tucked away in a
Portacabin in the car park as we are, with
a view of the ladies loo. But it is the hub
of the organisation where many of the
most important jobs of running the
Museum are done. It is from here that the
wages and the travelling expenses get
paid; here where the school and party
booking are made. We order all the
millions of black plastic bags and loo rolls
that are ‘consumed’ by the visitors each
day.

What is it really like, working in the
office? Our tasks are many and varied.
Anyone who comes to work here and
expects a normal office job (typing, filing,
making the coffee etc) will be sadly
disappointed! Yes, we do all those things,
but we also have many other ‘little jobs’
to do.

One of the most problemmatic of these
is helping those people who come into
the office to buy hurdles and charcoal.
For the latter, you can always guarantee
that you are wearing a white skirt or
blouse, or both. Charcoal adheres
wonderfully to white! For the former, the
person invariably arrives with a transit or
a Range Rover or even in one case, a
Mini, and expects 6' by 6’ hurdles to fit in
the back. They won't! You then have to
assist by standing either on the roof and
pulling the hurdles up, or on the ground,
pushing them. At one time, we had so
many orders like this that I believed
Richard Pailthorpe was getting me into
training for Miss Universe!

Whilst we rarely spend much time in
the Museum itself, there are those odd
occasions when sheep get loose, and it's
all hands to the pump, or flock, in this
case. It is at these times that you really
appreciate how stupid sheep are, and

how useful a sheep dog would be! Once
rounded up, it's back to the typewriter
again.

There are also those occasions when
you need to find someone urgently, and
they are nowhere in sight. It may be that
you need to find the Miller, or the
Charcoal Burner. This is fine if you have
come to work dressed in jeans and flat
shoes, but occasionally you want to look
reasonably smart and so have worn high
heels. Just try it sometime! I often chuckle
to myself when I see visitors coming into
the Museum in high heels. I know how
difficult it is and wonder how they can
imagine that they are suitable wear for a
country park. The above only happened
to me once. Since then, I wear either
trainers or very low heels.

Our contact with the visitors is limited
to desk or telephone enquiries, or for the
treatment of minor injuries. This latter is
luckily a rare occurence, and as one of the
few trained first aiders I am heartily glad
that we have never had a really major
accident. Desk enquiries are sometimes
amusing, sometimes a little sad. We often
get people bringing treasured items in as
donations to the collections. These may
sometimes be totally inappropriate; it is
very hard to tell someone who tells you
that Uncle Joe, who had just passed
away, wanted the Museum to have his
favourite ‘whatever’, that it is not really
the sort of thing we collect. Tact has to be
the watchword. Equally, those visitors
who come into the office expecting to find
the Introductory Exhibition, or the cafe,
cause some amusement. We are never
sure whether we should put on a
performance or offer them a cup of tea!

All in all, life in the Museum office is
never dull. [ hope I have given you just a
flavour of it, and when you next phone in
and get a very jaded ‘Open Air Museum,
can I help you’, you will understand that
it is not all glamour in the Weald and
Downland Open Air Museum'’s office.

Lynn Shaw

ALTLAND DEVELOPMENTS LTD

Specialist Handmade Brick Manufacturers

Orders taken for restoration bricks and matching rare shapes
of yesteryear, together with new design work.

Telephone: 0903 7426883
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East Dean Reveals
Its History

During 1990 the Museum rescued an
external late 19th century timber Game
Larder, from No 29 East Dean which has
caused a considerable amount of interest
to visitors. Richard Pailthorpe, the
Museum’s Assistant Director (Visitor
Services), who lives in East Dean, has
established that it was used by the local
rabbit catcher for hanging his catch in,
prior to collection by the Singleton
carrier. At the turn of the century the
rabbit catcher was paid 15/- a week, or if
on piece work, 6d a rabbit, by the
Goodwood Estate Company. The carrier
charged 2d for delivering the rabbits to
Chichester. The Larder was located by
the cottage at the top end of the village,
put here for the convenience of the
carrier, who could turn his cart in the
road outside.

Richard was also alerted to another
interesting discovery by East Dean farmer,
John Holt. Whilst renovating an inglenook
fireplace in Droke Farmhouse he came across
an earthenware pot buried in a deliberately
cut, square-bottomed pit slightly to the right of
the inglenook’s centre, just below its brick
floor level. The pot is a red fabric earthenware
storage vessel with a green infernal glaze,
approximately 12.75" high by 11.75"
digmeter.

The inglenook builders clearly knew of the
pot’s existence. What we could not establish
was whether the pot’s burial predated the
laying of the brick floor, indicating a prior
function.

The pot has been studied by the Chichester
Archaeological Unit who think it is late 17th
century. If this is so, its burial may be
contemporary with the building of the
inglenook. The basal wear marks indicate
extensive use before burial, buf there is no
evidence to suggest any practical use after
burial. Did it form part of a burial ritual?

If anyone has any suggestions or details of
similar finds, please contact Bob Powell,
Museum Curator.

FINDON FAIR
SHEEP HURDLES

One of the most spectactular scenes at
the Show for Rare Breeds is the sight of
rows of gate hurdles penning the sheep.
Since the foundation of the Show, these
have been borrowed from the Findon
Sheep Fair. For economic reasons, the
hurdles were due to be disposed of this
year by the Fair managers. It was
therefore essential for the future of our
Show to rescue the collection intact.
With the help of a £500 grant from the
West Sussex County Council, the
Museum has been able to acquire the
collection, as well as being able to save a
very important part of Sussex
agricultural history.

CHICHESTER VISITORS GROUP
PROMOTES LOCAL VISITOR ATTRACTIONS

Richard Pailthorpe, Chairman of the Chichester Visitors Group, describes its work

The Group was founded nearly 20
years ago by the Duke of Richmond to
promote, inform and comment on mat-
ters concerning tourism in the Chichester
district. The CVG consists of representa-
tives from the main visitors attractions in
the district: Chichester Cathedral,
Chichester Festival Theatre, Chichester
Harbour Conservancy, The Edward
James Foundation, Fishbourne Roman
Palace, Goodwood, The Mechanical
Music and Doll Collection, Pallant
House Gallery, Stansted House and the
Museum. In addition, representatives
from the Chichester Festivities, Chiches-
ter District Council, West Sussex County
Council and from the local Hotels Asso-
ciation also attend meetings.

The group is entirely self financing
through members’ subscriptions and
their contributions towards marketing
expenditure. A Chichester Information
brochure produced annually, is the main
marketing tool used in promoting the

area, and is also published in French and
German. The marketing members of the
Group comprise the main attractions
open to the public. They share joint
advertising in national and regional
brochures and magazines, and have, for
example, participated in a promotion
aimed at the American market. It would
quite often be beyond individual attrac-
tions’ budgets to advertise on their own,
but it becomes a feasible proposition
when resources are pooled.

As members of both the South East
England Tourist Board and Southern
Tourist Board, the Group attends work-
shops and Travel Trade Fairs. It also
works together sharing literature dis-
tribution costs of the Chichester brochure
and those of individual members. A
“bedroom information browser” is pro-
duced for the benefit of visitors staying in
local accommodation. The Group has also
this last year worked in conjunction with
Chichester District Council and local

hotels to produce a short breaks package
holiday promotion. Each Spring a very
successful Leaflet/Brochure Exchange is
organised for all those involved in local
tourism. The Group is also an active
supporter of the Pride of West Sussex and
we work with other local tourism groups
such as the Tourism in Arun Group.

A bi-annual forum on tourism is orga-
nised and, as a result, I have worked with
Portsmouth City Council Tourism on
joint initiatives aimed at promoting the
two areas, which are now closely linked
by the M27.

The Group is much respected by other
private marketing consortia. Its success is
reflected in its encouragement of West
Sussex County Council and Chichester
District Council to join the South East
England Tourist Board and the produc-
tion of a county leaflet, as well as the
creation of a much needed Tourist In-
formation Centre in Chichester.

~ project underway as

Geoff King, Museum Education Officer, leads a group of schoolchildren looking at building
structure during the summer,

PETER HOOD & ASSOCIATES

Specialist Consultants

@® Repair & Maintenance of Historic Buildings
@ Matching Ancient Materials
@ Historic Paint Schemes & Instruction
@ Sctting & Landscape
@ Rescarch & Analysis Services

0ld Lodge, Brigstock Parks, Northampton NN14 3NA
Telephone: 0536 373439
COURSES AVAILABLE

CHIVERTON

NHBC BEC

FOR CONSTRUCTION

LET CHIVERTONS CARRY OUT YOUR BUILDING WORK

Since 1946 we have established a prestigious list

of clients on projects large and small. Whether it

be decorations, sympathetic refurbishment, a

extension or a million pound project, we have the
experience to help.

CALL (0243) 865771
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Visitor Numbers

Following a successful post Christmas
holiday opening, we finished 1991
with a total of 172,000 visitors, which
compares very favourably with
163,000 in 1990. The most notable
factors in a difficult year are the
substantial increases in school party
and Friends’ visits and an increase in

families using the family ticket
admission. The number of adults
paying the full admission rate fell by
over 2,000 and this, despite the
healthy visitor total for the year, has
had an effect on revenue from the
gate.
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Joan Harding
Awarded The MBE

Joan Harding, for several years a valued
Trustee of the Museum, has been
awarded the MBE.

I first met Joan when she was in charge
of an archaeological dig on a Bronze Age
site above Albury in Surrey. This was in
the early 1960’s. In 1965 she attended a
weekend conference at Chailey in East
Sussex organised by The Wealden
Buildings Study Group (WBSG) at which
the proposal to create an open air
museum for the Weald was discussed.
From that time onwards she became
interested in the development of the
Museum.

In 1970 she founded the Surrey
Domestic Buildings Research Group
(DBRG) following a WEA course which
she gave in Farnham. By this time the
Museum was becoming established, and
a close association between the Museum,
the WBSG and the DBRG has continued
ever since.

Her interest in early vernacular
building began, she says, when she was a
“Bee Disease Inspector” for the Surrey
area and came to realise how many of the
farmhouses she visited had much longer
histories and more complicated
structures than the exterior views
suggested. She became an early member
of the national Vernacular Architecture
Group and since 1970 the DBRG has
examined and reported on over 3,500
early farmhouses and cottages and has
completed a detailed survey of several
parishes. Her survey (in collaboration
with Peter Gray), of the parish of
Charlwood, which was threatened by the
possible expansion of Gatwick airport,
brought to light the importance of the
smoke-bay interlude between the open
hall and hearth of the Middle Ages and
the fully developed brick or stone
inglenook hearth of the Tudor period.

Joan’s long experience and knowledge
has made her a valuable member of the
Trustees of the Museum.

J. R. Armstrong

Woodland Products
Training Courses

Charcoal Burner Alan Waters will be
carrying out a traditional earth kiln
charcoal burn on Friday and Saturday,
July 10/11. It will be run as a training
course, and anyone wishing to
participate should contact the Museum
Office.

In October we are planning a weekend

‘training course in chair bodging, basket

making and other coppice crafts. Further
enquiries to the Museum Office.

STAFF MOVES

At Christmas we said goodbye to two
members of staff who have been with us
for a number of years, Neill Wilkins and
Jonathan Roberts.

Neill took over from Robert Demaus as
Miller and has been responsible for its
smooth operation and production of
wholemeal flour ever since. He was also
responsible for marketing the flour
outside the Museum.

During the quieter winter months he
continued to produce flour needed to
satisfy customers and spent the rest of his
time assisting other Museum staff with
their tasks, particularly working in the
coppices, producing hazel for fencing. He
hopes to establish himself as a self-
employed woodsman. We wish him good

luck.

Jonathan Roberts was the Museum'’s
Librarian and had been responsible for its
operation and public opening. He
undertook a great deal of important
cataloguing work, answered the many
enquiries from the public and building
industry professionals, and provided
information for Museum staff to aid the
building exhibit programmes.

His task has now been taken on by
Curator Bob Powell, who is establishing a
team of volunteer helpers to assist in
running the library.

Jonathan was dogged by ill health for
the last few months, and we hope he will
get well and find a secure and rewarding
future.

Stockman/Horseman

We welcome a new member of staff,
Peter Albon, who took up the post of
Stockman/Horseman in February.

Peter, who worked previously as
stockman and horseman at the National
Trust house, Wimpole Hall, in
Cambridgeshire, will be responsible for
all stock on the Museum site.

His tasks will include their feeding,
management and care, and in addition he

will work the horses at a variety of tasks
during public opening times.

Mr Albon will have an important role
in communicating with the public and
interpreting the animals and their
relationship with the buildings and the
Museum’s objectives.

We hope he and his wife and family
will settle in well at Gonville Cottage and
enjoy their new life at the Museum.

Diana Zeuner

The Museum has bought a two-year-old
Southdown ram to strengthen our
existing small pure-bred flock of the
local breed. G48 is from the Moulton
flock of Southdown Sheep owned by
Southdown Sheep Society President
Hugh Clark, French Hall, Moulton,
Suffolk. The ram was accompanied by
three ewes from the same flock, one of
the purest bred Southdown flocks in the
country.

or write to:-
CGA Insurance Brokers Limited,

(no postage stamp required)
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: Freepost, UK House, Worthing Road, Horsham RH12 128
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Name:

Special properties
deserve special

e treatment...
...and they get it from C.G.A. Insurance Brokers

Most insurers have limited experience with thatched and period houses so it's not surprising that
they charge high premiums. Not so at C.G.A. where we've specialised in insuring properties of
character for years, and our leadership reflects the satisfaction of our clients, our service and our
prices. If your property is special shouldn’t you insure it with specialists?

Call us FREE on 0800 525200

Please send me full details:

Address:

Post Code

Telephone:
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE FRIENDS

1991 was a busy year for the Friends and
I should like to thank members of the
Friends” Committee for all their hard
work. I have been a demanding task-
master, but I have had a most willing
team supporting me in our various fund-
raising activities aided in addition by
several enthusiastic local Friends.

In December 1991 we had 2,200 Friends
memberships listed, an increase of some 180
during the year. Bearing in mind that many
memberships cover two people or a family this
includes more than 3,000 adults.

At the annual meeting in April we
conferred Honorary Life Membership upon
Geoffrey Godber, past President of the
Museum and a founder member of its Council,
and Tim Heymann, on his retirement after 20
years as Agent to the Edward James
Foundation. Both men have had a profound
influence on the development and success of
the Museum.

In the past year a full programme of events
was organised for the Friends including the
summer picnic, at which we were entertained
with songs by the Sussex shepherd, Bob
Copper and his family. Thanks are especially
due to Carol Hawkins for arranging a most
enjoyable Spring Holiday to Derbyshire, and
to Museum Trustee, John Veltom and his
family, who organised a most enjoyable
evening at their farm. The Moth Barbecue was
environmentally friendly in that we did not
barbecue the moths! Unfortunately it was a
cold damp evening, but we were warmly
entertained to a barbecue supper in a large
barn and given an interesting slide talk on the
moths which John had hoped to show us later
in his woth trap had the weather been kinder.

During the season of the Penny Royal
Theatre John and Maggie Pollock generously
donated a gala performance in aid of the

Friends which raised £2,700. Other events
included two fund-raising meals, a luncheon
at which Lord Nicholas Gordon Lennox spoke
about the lighter side of the Diplomatic Service
and a dinner at which Ross Wood (wife of
Museum Trustee Neil McGregor-Wood) read
some of her poems. Her book A Pen Dipped
in Some Ink was on sale afterwards, with
profits very generously donated to the Friends.

The largest fund-raising project was the
Natural World Craft Fair during August
Bank Holiday, at which David Shepherd was
present on the Saturday. It raised more than
£2,500 for the Friends, and increased visitor
numbers by about 3,000 that weekend.

Friends who deserve our thanks include
Walter Greenway who again organised
photographic quizzes and Joan Brooks and her
team of helpers who ran such a successful
Friends’ produce stall at the Autumn
Activities Weekend.

Future events for 1992 include a
programme of words and music at Singleton
Church, and a luncheon and talk to be given
by Simon Brett on 29 October. In March 1993
a presentation of natural history slides and
classical music by David Purslow, wildlife
sculptor will take place in Chichester, and in
May 1993 an Antiques Advisory Day
sponsored by Sotheby's will be held at the
Museum.

Being a Friend is not only a matter of
giving. As you see various social events are
arranged during the year for the benefit and
enjoyment of the membership. They are
usually well attended, so if places are likely to
be limited do please return your application
forms in good time to avoid disappointment. I
look forward to meeting many of you during
the coming year.

Virginia Lyon
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Two Visits

For
The Friends

Shulbrede Priory, Lynchmere, near
Haslemere. Sunday 21 June at 2.30 p.m.

...by kind invitation of the owners,
Laura Ponsby and Kate & lan Russell.
Founded about 1190, the priory was
dedicated to St Mary, the Holy Cross and
St Eustace. It is again, after some
discordant passages in its life, a peaceful
place with the ruins and remaining
manor house and garden, and their
history, beautifully presented by its
owners. From a 16th century wall
painting to a family connection with the
composer Sir Hubert Parry, there is much
to interest everyone. A brief talk and tour
will be followed by tea and the
opportunity to explore and discover at
leisure.

Gospel Green near Haslemere.
Wednesday 1 July at 6.30 p.m.

... by kind invitation of James and
Cathy Lane. A visit to see their cheese,
and Champagne cider in the making, to
hear how it's done, and to try both at a
two course picnic supper in their garden,
or barn if wet. (See them at the Museum’s
Traditional Food Fair at Easter to whet
your appetite!)

Numbers have to be limited for both
these events. Transport will be in own
cars. Location maps are available from
the Museum on request. Please try and
share to reduce the parking
requirements. To book use the form
enclosed with this magazine. Ticket
prices: Shulbrede £3.50: Gospel Green
£4.50. First come, first served.

Committee
Changes

It is always sad to say goodbye to loyal
supporters but in 1991 Ted Toseland felt
it was time to retire from the Friends
Committee and this year Kathryn Gunns
and Stan Snow are both retiring, though
I hope only temporarily. Our thanks go
to all for their work. They will remain
volunteer stewards and continue to
support the Museum in that way.

Walter Greenway has also retired from
the Committee of which he was a co-
opted member. However he too will
continue to do the many things he has
always done for the Friends and the
Museum, for which we are most grateful.
Colin Sharman, who joined the
Committee in 1990 has regretfully
resigned in the face of a busier retirement
than he anticipated.

We welcome to the Committee Ruth
Stock, whom many of you will know as
one of the milling team. We look forward
to welcoming three new members at the
annual meeting.

We are always on the look out for
potential new members brimming with
ideas and full of energy, or with useful
financial skills and business contacts.
Please let me know if you would be
interested in joining the Comrnittee.

VL

Friends Raise £34,000 for Museum

Fund-raising is the primary function of the
Friends of the Museum, and during 1991
nearly £34,000 was donated to the Museum
for the Sole Street, Reigate and Winkhurst
building projects.

The Friends have donated money not
only for buildings, but also for specific
purposes and equipment requested by the
Director, such as a slide projector, printing
costs of the Magazine, and assistance with
the purchase of the flock of Southdown
sheep. This year we shall be supporting the
educational services of the Museum and
paying for the re-surfacing of the road
through the car park, as well as for further
work on Reigate.

Fund-raising is not just the prerogative of
the Committee. Would you be able to help
by opening your garden, or holding a coffee
morning to raise money for the Museum?
Equally, if you have any legal or financial
skills or useful business contacts do please
let me know.

Recently the Committee has spent some
time considering the role of the Friends,

partly in response to the Museum'’s current
work on its Corporate Plan. In addition to
supporting the Museum financially,
publicising its work and activities and
helping in practical ways are vital roles for
the Friends.

Members who live locally are able to
become more closely involved with the
work of the Museum if they wish, in such
activities as helping the Curator with the
conservation of items in the collection,
stewarding the library, research into the
social history of our buildings, and study
days. If you would like to help in this way
please contact the Museum office.

In recognition of their support, Friends
are able to visit the Museum free of charge
on any open day. Why not carry a few
Museum leaflets and Friends Membership
forms with you, and when you meet people
who are not familiar with us, spread the
word and tell them how much you enjoy
being a Friend of the Weald and Downland
Open Air Museum, Singleton.

Virginia Lyon

Visits To Normandy

We were overwhelmed by the scale of
interest in the proposed visit to
Normandy in May next year, publicised
in the Autumn Museum Magazine! Plans
are proceeding but not everyone on the
list will be able to go. However, a similar

visit is being organised by Friends’
member Kay Coutin of the Vernacular
Architecture Group in September this
year. Details from her: Courtlands
Cottage, Tyes Cross, Sharpthorne, East
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 4JF.

Winter Television Coverage

The greatest weapon in efforts to draw visitors to the Museum
is publicity. We have been fortunate in recent months to have
received good coverage on both local and national television.

At the Autumn Activities Weekend TV S made a dramatic film of the
visiting horse teams ploughing uphill together — seen here filming
separate shots of Robert Sampson and his team of three Percherons.

Before Christmas, there was of course no snow at the Museum,
except for two days in the Market Square, courtesy of the BBC, who
filmed the Noel Edmonds Christmas Show wusing the buildings as
back-drop, and a large quantity of props to ensure a Victorian

atmosphere. Media heritage!

In February the popular Country Ways Series was repeated, giving
viewers yet another chance fo see the Museum on film.
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WEALD &
DOWNLAND

Timber Frame Repair Workshop. Joint
Centre for Heritage Conservation and
Management Seminar at the Museum.
Introduction to Charcoal Burning.
Joint Centre for Heritage Conservation
and Management Seminar at the
Museum.

Friends AGM, West Dean College,

2 p.m.

Friends Visit to Lincoln.
TRADITIONAL FOOD FAIR.

Museum Horse and Wagon at Regents
Park Parade.

In Praise of Creation: Words and
Music in Singleton Church. Friends
Fund Raising Event. 7.30 p.m.

Listed Buildings: Ownership and
Control. Joint Centre for Heritage
Conservation and Management
Seminar at the Museum.

Museum Horse and Wagon at
Portsmouth Parade.

Building Recording Workshop. Joint
Centre for Heritage Conservation and
Management Seminar at the Museum.
Folk Dancing at the Museum at 12
noon and 3 p.m.

NOVICE SHEEPDOG TRIALS.
Museum Caravan at Surrey Show.

Museum display at South of England
Show, Ardingly.

HEAVY HORSES AT SINGLETON.
Sheep Shearing and Spinning

OPEN AIR
MUSEUM

June
June

June

June
June

July
July

July
July

July 26

August  6-15
August  1/31

August 22/23
October 6/7/8

October 24/25
October 29

December 12/13

EVENTS DIARY
1992

Friends Visit to Shulbrede Priory.
Evening Picnic and Storytelling by
Tim Bowley.

Weald and Downland Open Air
Museum AGM.

Goodwood Evening Race Meeting.

BUILDING CONSERVATION
EXHIBITION.

Friends Visit to Gospel Green Cheese
Manufacturers.

Museum Stand at the Smallholder and
Self-Sufficiency Show, Ardingly.
Traditional Earth Kiln Charcoal Burn.
Southern Early Music Forum: 2 p.m. -
5p.m.

Museum Caravan at Queen Elizabeth
Park Country Fair.

SHOW FOR RARE AND
TRADITIONAL BREEDS.

PENNY ROYAL THEATRE.
Daily Demonstrations and Activities

for Visitors. Contact Museum Office
for details of programme.

CHILDRENS ACTIVITY WEEKEND.
Timber Frame Repair Workshop. Joint

Centre for Heritage Conservation and
Management Seminar at the Museum.

STEAM THRESHING AND
PLOUGHING WITH HEAVY HORSES.

Friends Fund Raising Luncheon:
Guest Speaker — Simon Brett

Downland Nativity Performances.

Demonstrations. December 21 Museum Carols 7 p.m.

The Weald and Downland Open Air Museum, Singleton, Chichester, West Sussex.
Telephone: (0243 63) 348
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