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Opening _
Arrangements 1989-1990

April 1st - October 31st
11.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. Open every day

From November 1st-March 31st the Museum is
open Wednesdays, Sundays and Bank
Holidays from 11.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Parties and School Visits

Parties and School Visits by appointment only.
For party rates please request a special inform-
ation sheet.

ADMISSION CHARGES — 1990
(Admission Charges include VAT at current rate)

Adults £2.80, OAP’s £2.20
Children, Students £1.25
Family ticket (2 adults & 2 children) £7.50

Museum Office Tel.- 0243 63 348

The Museum is a non-profit making company
limited by guarantee and registered as a
charity. Its work has depended on the support
of many individuals and trusts. If you are not
already involved in its development and
would like to be, please contact the Museum
office.

The tester bed forms the centrepiece of the
furnished parlour chamber at Bayleaf Farm-
house, with the truckle bed beneath and the
chest at its foot. The opening of the medieval
farmstead was a major factor in the Museum’s
success last year.

~ BestYear
. Bverkor
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1989 has been the best year for visitors sinc

hotograph: Paul Russell

Pl

e the Museum opened to the public in 1970.

By the end of the year we had received 7,000 more visitors than in 1988, which had

itself been a particularly successful year.

Over the last two years numbers have
increased by 23,000 visitors, representing
an overall 15 per cent average increase.
1989 numbers would have been even
higher if school visits (affected by new
Government legislation) had been at their
1988 level, and if the Steam Threshing
and Ploughing weekend had not been so
badly affected by weather. The final total
was 186,000 visitors.

Two major factors contributed to the
increase. Firstly the Museum played a
major regional role in the British Food
and Farming Year celebrations. The
opening of the Bayleaf Farmstead and
History of Farming Exhibition attracted a
great deal of attention and publicity.
Secondly, the weather was, until
October, continually in our favour.

A mild winter and an extremely
successful Traditional Food Fair,
sponsored by the Chichester Observer
series, held over the early Easter Holiday
weekend, contributed to the
exceptionally good start to the year. The
Food Fair was attended by 30 suppliers
and producers of traditional food and
drink from the region, and included a
home made ham and preserve making
competition, sponsored by F. Wilkin and
Son, makers of the Tiptree jams.
Cookerty journalist Katie Stewart
presented the competition prizes.

The good start was maintained through
April, May and June. The Food and
Farming Fortnight, which started with
the opening of Bayleaf Farmhouse and
the History of Farming Exhibition,
included a number of seminars, activities
and special events. The Fortnight was
sponsored by the Sussex County Building
Society.

Patrick Garland’s evening production,
The Greenwood Tree, was one of the
highlights of the early part of the season,
and the Novice Sheep Dog Trials again
proved a popular occasion. In addition to
the trials, visitors were able to see a
number of demonstrators including John
Dewey sheep shearing and Chichester
and West Sussex Guild of Spinners
competing in 4% hours to produce a
shawl from a fleece shorn earlier in the
day. During the fortnight there were
regular demonstrations of sheep shearing
by John Dewey and Roger Lindley and
spinning by Michelle Green.

The Fortnight ended with the Heavy
Horse Day, attracting a large number of
participants and public: the timber
snigging competition was sponsored by
the Nationwide Building Society.

The Show for Rare and Traditional
Breeds coincided with what was probably
the hottest weekend of the year, with
temperatures in the high 80°. Sponsored
by the West Sussex Gazette, the Show
attracted a record number of entrants,
and we were honoured to have Mr Joe
Henson to judge the primitive sheep
class.

The weather broke in October with
gales and rain affecting the Autumn
Activities Weekend. Nevertheless
demonstrations by heavy horses,
donkeys, oxen, steam ploughing engines
and vintage tractors and steam threshing
took place as planned.

Following the successful Christmas
and New Year week of opening in 1988
we repeated the arrangements in 1989,
and on the initiative of local shepherds
we held a Nursery Sheep Dog Trial on
New Years Eve, which proved an
enjoyable event for entrants and public.

The Museum Wins The Times/Shell
Community Museum Of The Year Award 1989

The Museum was delighted to win
The Times/Shell Community
Museum of the Year Award at the end
of 1989 — one of two major awards
which marked the end of celebrations
for Museums Year.

Museum Director Christopher
Zeuner received on behalf of the
Museum, the trophy and cheque for
£10,000, from HRH The Duchess of
York, Patron of Museums Year, at the
National Gallery.

The winners were selected by the
public, on the basis of their votes on a
Times Newspapers form, in which
museum visitors chose their favourite
museum. The Museum’s win reflects
its enormous grass roots support
among the local community — not
least among staff, Trustees, Friends
and volunteers — and its ability to
attract return visits from people over a
wide regional area.

After receiving the Award
.Christopher Zeuner said: “The Award
will bring great pleasure to everyone
involved with the Museum. The
sponsorship will enable us to give
visitors a hands-on experience of
traditional construction techniques, as
used in the buildings comprising the
Museum. We will also be able to
expand our schools service, linking it
with the new national curriculum.”

The other major award in the
Museums Year Awards was won by
another independent museum — The
Ironbridge Gorge Museum in
Shropshire, which won £20,000 in the
most innovative museum category. In
addition a Museum Professional of the

Pictured at the Award Ceremony, from left to right: Mr Christopher Zeuner, Director of
Weald and Downland Museum, Sussex, winner of the Times/Shell Community Museum of
the Year Award; Mr Michael Lowe, Chairman of Ironbridge Gorge Museum, winner of the
Times Shell Museums Year Award; HRH The Duchess of York, Patron of Museums Year and
Mr Phillip Phillips, Curator of Palaeontology, Liverpool Museum natural History Centre.

Year Award was made to Phillip
Phillips of the Liverpool Museum’s
Natural History Centre.

The winners received a sculpture,
specially commissioned from Sarah
Tombs, and this can be seen at the
Museum displayed in the Shop.

The Award ceremony was the
culmination of Museums Year, a
campaign which successfully raised
public awareness of Britain’s

museums and galleries. The Museums
Association, The Times and Shell UK
Ltd devised the Awards scheme to
reward and encourage the spirit of
innovation which is bringing success
to museums.

The Museum would like to take this
opportunity of thanking all those
many people who voted last year and
thus helped in the Museum’s
development.

A major factor in the year’s success

‘was achieving good press and media

_coverage, both locally and nationally,
and keeping the public well informed

about the Museum through leaflet

distribution to Tourist Information
Centres, Libraries and tourist
_accommodation. -

- We: ihcre_'as_éd.' our pub]jéity‘ ' ieaﬂét_.

distribution in 1989 and for the first
time a local business sponsor, City

‘Garage, helped with the printing
costs. - - =

~ The Museum publicity caravan is a

 vital part of the strategy — last year
the highlight was its appearance at the
Festival of Food and Farming in Hyde
Park, which over three days of
glorious weather in early May
_ attracted some one million visitors. It
- was a wonderful opportunity to
market ourselves to a different
audience. - '
We received excellent coverage__.on
national and regional television and

- radio. The BBC repeated the Chronicle
programme about the Walderton

High Profile For Museum In The Media

house, and the Museum featured on
Radio 2’s John Dunn Show. The
dismantling of the Godalming cottages
attracted the attention of TVS and
London Weekend Television.

The Bayleaf project received
considerable coverage in national and

_ regional magazines and newspapers.

The Times, Telegraph and

Independent all printed feature

articles. We also received national
publicity in The Times when we won
the Times/Shell Community Museum

' qf the Year Award.













STAFF PHOTO
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- Community Museum of the Year Au

1989 to the Museur, a staff photo
e e

in the Market Square.
~ Grouped around t

President, Gfoﬁ?gyGadkr‘i rf_d?féﬁi&a /

trophy are, from left fo right: seated, Roger

Champion(and Zak), Carol Hawkins, Harris an

Joan Cooper’s Legacy

Under the terms of the late Miss Joan
Cooper’s will, the Museum has
benefitted by £19,000, and this most
welcome sum has been allocated to the
Bayleaf Project.

Joan Cooper was among the first
volunteers at the Museum, having been
attracted to help by attending Roy
Armstrong’s adult education classes. She
travelled to the Museum regularly from

Shoreham by bus and train, until ill
health prevented her from continuing to
act as a steward.

Miss Cooper’s legacy was a complete
surprise to the Museum, and we feel Joan
would have been pleased that it was to
have been used for the furnishing and
equipping of the recreated medieval
farmstead.

The Painting Job

Over the years much of the painting of
building exhibits, horse-drawn vehicles
and visitor facilities has been
undertaken by Les Taylor of John
Booker and Son, the builders from
Walderton who are really part of the
furniture at the Museum.

Les retired just before Christmas, and
the Museum would like to record its
thanks for all his work and attention to
detail in the painting he has carried out.
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Retirements and

Departures

Heather Champion

At the end of February Heather
Champion left the staff following 15
years’ work for the Museum. Heather
joined the Museum in 1975 following
several years as a volunteer.

At the beginning of her time with the
Museum Heather developed our service
for schools, including the loan service, a
scheme by which objects from the
Museum’s collection could be introduced
into school classrooms.

Later Heather took charge of the
Museum’s general collections, chiefly
housed at Charlton Farm. Alongside
these duties Heather developed much
needed skills in the dismantling of
buildings, and has been responsible for
undertaking the careful task of
numbering timbers, bricks and stone.

As a founding staff member we shall be
especially sad to see her go, but
understand that she will from time to
time be available for dismantling projects.

Elizabeth Newbery

Education officer Elizabeth Newbery is
leaving the Museum to concentrate on
her freelance activities. Elizabeth joined
the Museum in 1984, as joint Education
Officer with the West Sussex
Countryside Studies Trust at
Goodwood.

She has developed a number of
successful joint initiatives as well as
programmes for schools and teachers at
the Museum and at Goodwood. She was
responsible for the introduction of a
number of publications which have been
very useful in enriching the visits made
by children to the Museum, and to the
Goodwood Estate and House.

As well as the formal work Elizabeth
has been responsible for the Junior
Friends, and for the Summer School for
children. We wish her success in her
freelance work.

John Williams

Assistant Warden John Williams is
leaving the Museum team at the start of
this season. John has decided that after
four years in the post it is time to take his
third retirement.

The task of warden involves a long
day, in all weathers, always with a smile
for the public. We are grateful to John for
his contribution and wish him well in his
retirement.

Lectures
Book
Rapidly

The Museum organised a programme of
lectures spanning the year on a variety of
subjects, including two devoted to
volunteers’ training and briefing in
March.

The programme was launched in
February with a lecture on the recent fate
and future of Uppark House, given by
David Sekers, Director, Southern Region
of the National Trust. This was over-
subcribed and had to be moved to the
College of Technology to accommodate
the numbers.

By mid-February the remaining
lectures were almost all fully booked, and
an additional session had to be arranged
on The Technical and Research Methods
Employed At The Museum, in which
Richard Harris talked about the
background work of dismantling and
re-erection of Museum exhibits, as part of
the volunteers’ training lectures.

The Museum is very grateful to Miller
Hughes Associates, Chichester-based
architects, whose sponsorship of the
leaflet and its mailing clearly had a major
effect on the success of the lecture
programme.

Privies

The Worshipful Company of
Plumbers has kindly agreed to
sponsor a permanent photographic
display about privies, which will be
on display in an appropriate place —
the Museum lavatories.

The Company will also be
sponsoring a display panel about
Court Barn.

Glorious
- Goodwood

The Duke of Richmond and
- Goodwood Racecourse Ltd have once
again arranged a race in the name of
the Museum, and are offering the
Friends the opportunity to watch the
race from the Richmond Enclosure.

The Weald and Downland Museum
Stakes will be run during the evening
meeting on Friday June 15. The
Richmond enclosure badges are being
offered at a considerable discount,
with a glass of wine included in the
price. - -

The Museum will again be inviting
some of the Museum’s sponsors to the
Meeting as a way of thanking them for
their assistance. =

Horace Oliver

Horace Oliver, or ‘“Shep” as he was
affectionately known, sadly passed away
in August. He had been a working
shepherd for three quarters of this
century, and still assisted David
Humphrey with his flock of Southdowns
at East Dean.

Shep was often seen at the Museum,
tending to the sheep, or demonstrating
hand shearing: he was also a keen
supporter of our Sheep Dog Trials.

Born in 1901 at West Marden, he was
the fifth child of a family of fourteen.
Both his father and grandfather were
shepherds, and at the age of twelve, Shep
himself started as a shepherd’s boy.
Three of his brothers were also shepherds
and his sister a shepherdess. Shep rarely
ventured out of his native West Sussex,
and never took a holiday. His only trip to
London was to take some sheep to the
docks for export to Kenya. He worked
much of his early life at Burpham, before
moving to the Eartham Estate, and then
latterly to East Dean.

Shep was a veteran of 74 consecutive
Findon Sheep Fairs. He remembered the
days before motor transport, which
involved getting up at 2 a.m. in order to
drive the sheep from Burpham, to arrive
at Findon by 6 a.m. on Fair day.

Richard Pailthorpe
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Visits To
European
Museums

Museum Director Christopher Zeuner
has made a number of visits to Europe in
recent months in his capacity as
President of the European Association of
Open Air Museums.

A visit to Bokrijk Open Air Museum in
Belgium was made to meet with a small
group of directors from European open
air museums to discuss ways in which
their institutions were changing and to
identify some of the pressures currently
placed upon them. The meeting was also
an opportunity to discuss plans for
centenary celebrations to be held at
Skansen in 1991.

Skansen, near Stockholm, was the first
open air museum, founded by Artur
Hazelius, and its centenary is seen as an
opportunity to discuss new approaches,
and to identify ways in which the open
air museum ftradition can remain relevant
to European society, now almost totally
divorced from the rural traditions and
folk ways which the museums illustrate.

The European Museum of the Year
Award Scheme has introduced a series of
lectures in different parts of Europe on
the theme “How Others Do It"” and Chris
Zeuner was invited to address an
audience of over 200 concerned with the
Eco Museum in the Alsace, alongside a
speaker from Sweden. The comparison
between the three institutions made for a
lively debate.

This year the bi-annual Conference of
the European Association of Open Air
Museums will be held in Czechoslovakia,
and Chris visited the country as a guest of
the Cultural Ministry to meet those
concerned with the Conference, to plan
details and visit the sites which will form
part of the Conference Tour.

On an administrative front Chris is
co-ordinating the compilation of a new
guide to European Open Air Museums
which will be published in time for the
Skansen celebrations.

The Downland
Shepherd

Richard Pailthorpe is one of the three
co-editors of a new book, published last
summer, Barclay Wills’ The Downland
Shepherds. The book, which includes the
work of artist Gordon Beningfield,
comprises the best of the writings of
Barclay Wills who closely observed the
shepherds on the Downs and wrote of his
time among them with extraordinary
detail. The book can be obtained from the
Museum Shop.



Friends’ Visit To US
Open Air Museums

Fired by Richard Pailthorpe’s descriptions of the open air museums he had visited on
his recent Grinstead Bursary, I took 14 members of the Friends to Massachusetts for

Exhibition Of Building
Conservation

The third Exhibition of Building
Conservation organised by the Museum

Museums
At Large

. Cuituml Trends 1989 the recentr-f
~ report of the Pohcy Studies

paints or produce new stonework.
Suppliers of special bricks, tiles, timber
and ironwork will be present, together

Photograph: Mark Arscott

Photograph: Diana Zeuner

will take place between June 29th and
July 1st. This popular bi-annual event
has this year been sponsored by CGA
Insurance Brokers Limited, which is a
wholly owned subsidiary of the Country
Gentleman’s Association and specialises
in the insurance of historic and unusual
properties. It is recognised as the
country’s leading insurer of thatched
houses.

Visitors will be able to see how and by
whom traditional buildings are
maintained, and will be able to discover,
for example, who can supply specialist

with professional institutions and
advisory bodies on building matters.

On June 29th, a special programme of
lectures on a conservation theme will be
held for all those with a professional or
specialist interest. In addition to
exhibition displays, many exhibitors will
be demonstrating their crafts.

The Duke of Richmond and Gordon,
who is a Vice-President of the Museum,
will open the Exhibition on the public
opening day, June 30th.

Chichester Visitors Group

Richard Pailthorpe has been appointed
Chairman of the Chichester Visitors
Group in succession to the Duke of
Richmond. The Group, which includes

the main visitor attractions in the
Chichester district, is responsible for
promoting tourism in the area.

Steam threshing during the Autumn Activities Weekend
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presented

~ Institute, _repo_rts that independent
- museums attracted more than 12.7
~ million visitors in 1988, increasing
- attendances by 9
~ that donations w’ere more
~ significant than sponsorshlp in the
= Zﬁmdmg of mdependent museums, =

~ butamounts involved were modest

~thirds of museums recelvmg_

~ donations got less than £2,000.
~ The Weald and Downland Open
f_'Alr _Museum 15 lxsted as one. of .

-aftractldns '1n the spemahst"
~ category which achieved among
~ the lughest average VLSltor?:'

to colleagues, but Mr Heselton was

~ hopeful that a rescue package could
- be mounted and the Museum re-
launched, in perhaps a shghﬂy :
: dlfferent form

cent. It found

@ 'on of Independent =
= .-Museums is undertakmg a Study
~ into The Future of Independent
-~ Museums which will be published
- late this year. The Study is being
~ supported by the Museums and
. Galleries Commission and The
~ Office of Arts and leranes

‘The Folk Life Society is organisinga
~ day seminar on Woodland Crafts —
 Past and Present at the Museum of
~ English Rural Life, Reading on
~ April 26. Speakers will cover

coppice management hlstory, !
- woodmen in Oxfordshire in the last
two centuries,
~ management today, traditional
charcoal burning in Wales, and the
_ potential for a future charcoal
- industry. Contact Roy Brigden at
- MERL for further mformatlon The
feeis f6. -
. Steynmg has a new purpose—bmlt .
museum building, the first such
project in the County for many
many years. The building will
_enable the village’s collections to be
~ conserved and displayed in good
conditions after 60 years of
~ makeshift accommodation. f
. Yorkshire Museum of Farming,
visited by a number of the Friends
‘and volunteers, closed last year
with debts of nearly £50,000. “We
tried to be a better Museum than
we could afford to be,”” said
~ Geoffrey Heselton, the Secretary of
~ the Committee of Management.
The fate of this extremely well-
medium-sized
independent museum was a shock

coppice

ten days in October. We used Boston as our base and every other day hired a minibus

to take us further afield.

It was a great help having personal
introductions to Museum staff through
Richard and we were made most
welcome everywhere and given
introductory talks to each Museum. I also
had an introduction to the chief guide at
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and on
our first day was able to arrange a private
architectural tour of Boston, which
included a walk through the 18th and
19th century area of Beacon Hill with two
very knowledgeable guides. The day
ended with a tour of the American
collections at the MFA which gave us an
excellent introduction to the history of
the area from the end of the 18th century.

On our day trips we saw a variety of
open air museums including Saugus
Ironworks, an archaeological
reconstruction from 1640; Strawbery
Banke, Portsmouth New Hampshire
where all the late 18th century houses are
on therr orlgmal 51tes, Oid Sl-urbrldge

Photograph: Jill Claridge

Village which contains houses, barns,
shops etc from all over New England and
represents a community of 1830; and
Plimoth Plantation, a reconstruction of
the pilgrim settlement of 1627. We also
spent a day on Cape Cod where Frank
Gregory had arranged for a miller friend
of his, Jim Owens, to show us some of
the restored mills.

It was interesting to learn how
museums similar to ours were run, how
they were financed and how they
interpreted their buildings to the public.
Most of them had paid, costumed
interpreters who had to undergo both
preliminary and in-service training, and
were expected to do a considerable

amount of background reading.

The result was certainly impressive for
the interpreters I spoke with all showed a
real interest and enthusiasm, as well as
(apparently) considerable knowledge of
their subject. The most extreme form of
interpretation was demonstrated at
Plimoth Plantation where the interpreters
were not only costumed, but assumed
the role of a known pilgrim inhabitant of
1627 and spoke in what they assumed
was the English of the day according to
the part of England they had come from.
This did not appeal to everyone, but I
went prepared to “play their game” and
by the end of an hour and a half I was
almost convinced that I was living in the
Plimoth of 1627 myself.

Most of the houses we saw during our
ten days were either too grand or too late
to be directly compared with individual
buildings we have at Singleton. However
it was interesting to compare their

z = T — “.'m&

fireplaces, and in many cases see them
being used to prepare the interpreter’s
lunch.

At Strawbery Banke, Old Sturbridge
Village and Plimoth Plantation there were
many demonstrations of every day
activities going on and these brought the
places to life at once.

We were lucky to be in Massachusetts
at the peak of the Fall (which was why I
chose mid-Octber for the trip). I think we
all came home feeling that we had
learned a great deal about the history of
the area, about what makes a Museum a
success from the visitors’ point of view
and above all, we enjoyed ourselves.

Virginia Lyon
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Friends
Membership
Giftpack

Now available in the shop — the answer
to that birthday, or even Christmas,
present — the Giftpack contains, in a
smart folder depicting the museum: a
gift card for your personal message; the
latest Museum Magazine and News
Update; the Museum Guidebook; the
current Museum leaflet giving opening
times and the dates of special events,
and a registration form to give
membership of the Friends for one year.
The cost is £10 for an individual
membership or £18 for a family one.

Spread
The Word

Can anyone help the Museum by offering
to put up posters near their home for
museum events through the season, and
by keeping leaflets supplied to local
libraries, tourist information centres, and
similar public places near you? Please
contact Richard Pailthorpe if you can.









