
AUTUMN &  
COUNTRYSIDE 
Show
5&6 October 10.30am-5.00pm

FARMING | FOOD 
HORTICULTURE

Experience the sights and sounds  
of the countryside, and celebrate  
the end of the harvest at this  
wonderful seasonal show!

 www.wealddown.co.uk

 01243 811363 

 PO18 0EU

SHOW PROGRAMME
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Arena Displays
Commentary by Jumbo Lovatt unless otherwise specified.

On Saturday

11.30am  Fullers Horse Drawn Wagon Rides in the Main Arena

11.30am  Ferret Racing

Commentated by Malachy de Lacey. Taking place just outside the arena.

12.30pm  Gun Dog Display

This display features the three main categories of working gundogs; spaniels, retrievers and 
pointers, giving a fascinating insight into the training and working of each - from young dog 
to a fully trained gundog.

1.30pm  Fullers Horse Drawn Wagon Rides in the Main Arena

1.30pm  Ferret Racing

Commentated by Malachy de Lacey.  
Taking place just outside the arena. 

2.30pm  Gun Dog Display

This is a more in-depth display 
demonstrating the working of dogs and 
ferrets with a Harris Hawk, again giving a 
fascinating insight into this country sport. Be 
sure to go and say hello to the working dogs 
in the static display. 

3.30pm  Vintage Tractor Parade

4.00pm  Heavy Horse Parade

Welcome to the 

Autumn Countryside Show 

Hear the hiss of the steam engine, the clink of the horse 
harnesses and the chug of the vintage tractors – all the 
sights and sounds of a traditional harvest! Come and chat 
to the horsemen and tractor drivers who are ploughing and 
harrowing in the fields.

Don’t miss the steam-powered threshing demonstration, 
dog and ferret displays, and the spar and hurdle making 
competitions on Sunday. 

There are lots of stands to browse and buy from, as well as  
fascinating displays and demonstrations across the Museum’s site.

Please note that all displays and demonstrations are subject to change.

TEL: 01730 264 484
FAX: 01730 264 625

UNIT 4, BEDFORD RD, 
PETERSFIELD, HANTS, GU32 3LJ

WWW.RAFFERTYNEWMAN.COM
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On Sunday

11:30am Fullers Horse Drawn Wagon Rides in the Main Arena 

11.30am Ferret Racing

Commentated by Malachy de Lacey.  
Taking place just outside the arena.

12.30pm Gun Dog Display

This display features the three main categories of working gundogs; spaniels, retrievers and 
pointers, giving a fascinating insight into the training and working of each - from young dog 
to a fully trained gundog.

1.30pm  Fullers Horse Drawn Wagon Rides in the Main Arena

1.30pm Ferret Racing

Commentated by Malachy de Lacey.  
Taking place just outside the arena. 

2.30pm  Gun Dog Display

This is a more in-depth display demonstrating the working of dogs and ferrets with a Harris 
Hawk, again giving a fascinating insight into this country sport. Be sure to go and say hello 
to the working dogs in the static display. 

3.30pm  Vintage Tractor Parade & Presentation of Brasses

4.15pm  Heavy Horse Parade & Presentation of Brasses
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Fun Dog Show
The fun dog show is taking place on Saturday and Sunday, and is proudly run by MAD About 
Dogs. The Fun Dog Show is proudly sponsored by sponsored by MAD About Dogs. Classes 
take place next to the arena from 1pm - 4pm. To enter please sign up at the Dog Area tent 
(see map).

There are seven fun classes to enter:

Class 1: Best Rescue dog

Class 2: Best Veteran dog

Class 3: Best Puppy 6 – 12 months 

Class 4: Best Condition 

Class 5: Best Friend – Child under 12 with a dog

Class 6: Dog Judge would like to take home

Class 7:  Best in Show (all winners from  
Class 1 – 6) awarded after 4.00pm

The ‘Best in Show’ and ‘Runner Up’ will be 
awarded after 4pm.  

Winners will receive rosettes and a bag of doggie 
treats donated by the sponsors of the show.

Music on the Stage
Located at the Bottom of the Food Village

Saturday 5th October

10:30am The FB Pocket Orchestra

12:45pm The Courtiers

3:00pm  The Kites

Sunday 6th October

11:30am  The FB Pocket Orchestra

1:45pm The Courtiers

4:00pm The Kites 

4
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Activities & Demonstrations
(Numbers in brackets are map references – see the centre pages)

Horticultural Show Marquee
Come and see the wonderful entries – 
home-grown and handmade delights. Plus 
displays and demonstrations, including:

•  Meet the Museum Gardening Team and 
see a display of produce grown in our 
period gardens

•  Enjoy displays from Chichester Organic 
Gardening Society

•  Visit and speak to the Chichester Bees 
Association

Make the Most of Your Visit
Explore our collection of more than 50 
rescued rural buildings in our beautiful  
40-acre site:

•  Visit the Museum’s Victorian Smithy to 
watch the Blacksmiths at work (C11)

•  Take a tour of our award-winning Downland 
Gridshell Building and wonderful artefact 
store at 1.30pm – meet at the Gridshell 
entrance (D1)

•  See our vehicle display in Redvins Yard 
(16) and visit the Vehicle & Implement 
Gallery (C16).

Food & Drink

•  A selection of food and drink producers 
are located in our Food Village and in our 
shedding tents

•  Enjoy a delicious selection of hot and  
cold food and drinks 

•  Head to the Museum’s waterside café 
(A3) to enjoy lunch or perhaps coffee and 
cake overlooking the mill pond. Dogs are 
welcome in the first section of the café 
and on the deck.

Museum Shop & Visitor Centre

Head to our shop (A1) for a wonderful 
selection of gifts, books, toys, souvenirs and 
local produce and explore our fascinating 
introductory galleries (A2).

Museum Tent

For all things Museum! This is our 
information point so ask us about Annual 
Membership, pick up our latest events and 
courses information (at the entrance to the 
events parking and event).

Volunteering

If you can spare a few hours or days each 
month we would love to hear from you.  
Talk to a member of our team about 
volunteering opportunities at the 
Information Tent (S9) or visit our website 
www.wealddown.co.uk/volunteer.

On Saturday and Sunday 

•  Watch the steam-powered threshing of 
our Maris Widgeon wheat. See page 10 
(article) for details

•  Apple pressing for cider making in 
Redvin’s yard. From 11.00-4.00pm watch 
a demonstration of apple scrutting and 
pressing

•  At the Orchard (by Bayleaf Farmstead 
B1)– open from 11am-3pm with 10 
minute talk at 2pm on the orchard and its 
management 

•  Baking in the Newdigate Bakehouse (C18)

•  Demonstration and display in Winkhurst 
Tudor Kitchen (B2)

•  Gardens display in the Horticultural tent, with 
onion stringing near Market Square (M1)

•  Children’s Activities & Games are located 
by Mill Pond. 

•  Have a go at Archery located by Walderton 
(M5)

•  See the Sussex Engine & Associated 
Machinery Society’s collection of 
stationary agricultural based engines 
driving the Museum’s agricultural 
implements in Lower Gonville along with 
the Vintage Tractors. 

•  Enjoy demonstrations by the Association 
of Pole Lathe Turners and members of 
local coppice groups in the Events Field, 
including pole lathe turning, bowl turning, 
hurdle making and lots of other coppice 
crafts.

•  See our Blacksmith at work in the 
Victorian Smithy (C11)

•  Meet the millers and see the working 
Watermill in action. Buy some flour to take 
home! (C9)

•  Visit the National Society of Master 
Thatcher’s display and learn about owning 
and maintaining a thatched property

•  See the steam-powered rack saw bench in 
action in our woodyard (W1)

•  See the Solent Guild of Woodcarvers & 
Sculptors in the Building from Lavant (M7)

•  See demonstrations from the Wey Valley 
Lacemakers

•  See demonstrations of spinning and 
lacemaking by the Lavant Spinners & 
Weavers

On Sunday Only:

•  See Fishbourne Mill Morris dancers in the 
Market Square at 1pm.

•  The National Society of Master Thatchers 
will hold hurdle making and spar making 
competitions in the Events Field between 
12pm-3pm located by Court Barn (C13).
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SLOE DRINKS CO 
is a mobile bar built into a vintage caravan with 

a rustic feel. Covering East and West Sussex, 
Kent and surrounding areas. We support local 

producers, serving craft gin, local wines and craft 
beers and ciders, as well as cocktails. 

We tailor our menus for each event. We’d love to hear 
from you about your party, wedding or celebration. 

Marieland23@gmail.com | www.sloedrinks.co.uk
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Baby-changing facilities
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Walks
Accessible route  
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(0.3 miles/0.5 km)

Sculpture Trail 
(0.3 miles/0.5 km)
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ARENA DISPLAY AND 
WAGON RIDES

FOOD VILLAGE AND 
FOOD PRODUCERS 

DOG 
SHOW

MUSIC 
STAGE 

CRAFT 
TENTS

WORKING 
WOODYARD 

MARKET 
SQUARE 

BAYLEAF TUDOR 
FARMSTEAD 

FERRET 
RACING

S.E.A.M.S
DISPLAY

EVENT 
PARKING

HEAVY 
HORSES

ARCHERY

PLOUGHING

TRACTORS

HORTICULTURAL 
TENT

TRADITIONAL  
DEMONSTRATIONS

CHILDREN’S 
ACTIVITIES

ENTRANCE
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PLAN
A1 Museum Entrance and Shop

A2 Introductory Galleries

A3 Museum Café 

A4 Sargent Community Room

Bayleaf Tudor Farmstead

B1 Bayleaf Tudor Farmhouse and Garden

B2 Winkhurst Tudor Kitchen

B3 Cowfold Barn

Crafts & Industries

C1 Newick Plumbers’ Workshop

C2 Building Crafts Gallery

C3 Witley Joiners’ Shop - Plumbing Display

C4 Windlesham Carpenters’ Shop

C5 Brick Classroom

C6 Redford Pugmill

C7 Petersfield Brick-drying Shed

C8 Sheffield Park Saw-Pit

C9 Lurgashall Watermill

C10 Walton Heath Animal Pound

C11 Victorian Smithy from Southwater

C12 Wiston Wagon Shed

C13 Court Barn from Lee-on-Solent

C14 Watersfield Stable

C15 Pevensey Windpump

C16 Vehicle & Implement Gallery

C17 Eastwick Park Dairy

C18 Newdigate Bakehouse

Downland Gridshell Area

D1 Downland Gridshell Building

D2 Catherington Treadwheel
D3 Longport Farmhouse  

(Temporary Exhibition Space)

D4 Hambrook Barn (Family Hub)

Early Dwellings

E1 Boarhunt Medieval Hall House

E2 Hangleton Medieval House 

E3 Anglo-Saxon Hall House

Market Square Area

M1 Titchfield Market Hall

M2 Horsham Medieval Shop

M3 Crawley Hall 

M4 North Cray Medieval House

M5 House from Walderton and Garden

M6 Toll House from Beeding and Garden

M7 Lavant Building (Education Room)

M8 Reigate House Extension

M9 South Wonston Church

M10 Stoughton Bell Frame

Rural Homes

R1 Sole Street Medieval House  
(hands-on history)

R2 Poplar Cottage and Garden

R3 Tindalls Cottage from Ticehurst

R4 Pendean Farmhouse and Garden

Stables Area

S1 West Kingsdown Horse Whim

S2 Charlwood Cart Shed

S3 Littlehampton Granary

S4 Lurgashall Cattle Shed

S5 Ockley Hay Barn

S6 Kirdford Cattle Shed

S7 Goodwood Cattle Shed

S8 Gonville Cottage, West Dean

S9 May Day Barn & Stable from Tonbridge

S10 Shed from Rusper 

S11 Pallingham Quay

Victorian Era

V1 Whittaker’s Cottages and Garden

V2 Victorian School from West Wittering

Working Woodyard

W1 Timber Crane

W2 Coldwaltham Cattle Shed

W3 Charcoal Burners’ Camp
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Threshing & The Threshing Train

Before combine harvesters, threshing trains were a common sight with their steam 
engine, threshing drum, elevator and living van. But threshing is just one part of 
getting cereal crops to the table.

Growing wheat crops

We grow a long straw variety called Maris 
Widgeon wheat, which we sow October to 
November.

Harvesting

We use a binder, pulled by our Shire horses, 
from mid-July to August. This cuts the crop 
and feeds it between two canvasses, where 
it is gathered and tied into sheaves.

Stooking

Sheaves are placed in stooks, in groups, 
to form upside down ‘V’ shapes. This lets 
air circulate to enhance drying. In good 
weather, stooks should stand in for at least 
two church bells (ten days).

Hauling

The stooks are dismantled and the sheaves 
taken to the steddle (or staddle) where 
the rick is built. The base is raised on 
mushroom-shaped stands to prevent vermin 
entering the rick. The sheaves are loaded 
onto an elevator, which transports them 
upwards and drops them into the middle of 
the rick, which is built in layers.

Threshing

Sheaves are passed from the rick to the 
threshing drum using pitch forks. The feeder 
cuts the string and feeds the sheaves 
onto two flat canvas belts – these hold 
the stems of straw between them as they 
pass into the machine. Inside the drum, 
two rotating drums with metal fingers knock 
the grain from the ears and remove the flag 
leaves from the stems using a combing 
action. The stems continue between the 
belts, out of the back of the drum and into 
a trusser, which ties them into bundles. It is 
now called a bundle of combed wheat reed. 
These are taken to the barn to be used 
later as thatch.

Winnowing

The grain travels through the drum and is 
passed over sieves, where a fan blows air 
through it. Clean grain comes out of the 
elevator at the back and is dropped into a 
trailer and the chaff is piped out onto the 
floor. Chaff is a good bulking agent for horse 
feed in the winter months.

Baling

Some straw stripped from the sheaves  
falls out of the front of the drum and onto 
the floor. This is made into bales, stacked 
in the dry and used for animal bedding.

We hope that you enjoy the steam-
powered threshing demonstration in the 
Events Field.

AUTUMN & COUNTRYSIDE Show AUTUMN & COUNTRYSIDE Show
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01243 649133  ohagans@topsausages.com
www.topsausages.com

O’HAGAN’S 
SAUSAGES
O F  C H I C H E S T E R
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ENJOY  
A YEAR AT  

THE MUSEUM
Pays for itself in just 3 visits

Annual 
Membership

www.wealddown.co.uk/membership

A YEAR
£35

JOIN FROM
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COURSES
Over a 150 courses in traditional rural trades  
& crafts and historic building conservation:
working with wood • countryside crafts • historic trades & crafts 
historic life • historic food • herbal courses • countryside skills
smallholder days • heavy horses historic buildings
write, draw, paint & print • textiles • guided walks
Christmas courses timber framed buildings 
building conservation • brick, flint & lime 
windows • finishes & paint • timber framing from scratch  
MSc programmes

Weald & Downland Living Museum Singleton,   
Chichester, West Sussex PO18 0EU  
www.wealddown.co.uk | Tel: 01243 811021

Health & Safety
First Aid, Emergencies & Lost Children: seek assistance from the First Aid & Lost Children tent 
in the market square, at the Museum Shop (A1), or speak with any of our staff or volunteers who 
all wear name badges.

Children: minors must be supervised at all times – please take extra special care of children  
during your visit.

Dogs are welcome but must be kept on a short lead (lock extending leads at a short length) and 
under control at all times. Please clean up after your dog and keep them away from animals and 
birds.

Farm animals carry the potential risk of E. coli O157 – contact with animals and their faeces 
should be avoided. Please wash your hands with soap and water at the toilet blocks marked on 
the map in the centre pages. 

Toilets and accessible toilets are marked on the map in the centre pages. They are situated at 
the visitor centre (A3), near the market square (behind M2), behind Longport Farmhouse (D3) and 
in the cattle shed from Kirdford (S6). Portable toilets are also available. 

Baby change facilities are located inside the new visitor centre toilets (A3) and in the accessible 
toilet near the market square (behind M2).

Please be aware that there is deep water on site, in the millpond and every care must be taken, 
especially with children as the water is unsafe to swim in for both people and pets.



www.wealddown.co.uk/whats-on/
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Upcoming Events
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Half-Term Activities
28 October-1 November 
11.00am - 3.00pm
Enjoy the great outdoors this autumn 
half term at the Museum, with fantastic 
Halloween-themed family activities taking 
place from 11am-3pm.

Museum at Night –  
Family Tale Trail (Ticketed)
31 October 
4.45pm - 7.15pm
These enchanting walks offer a truly out 
of the ordinary experience! You will be 
guided by lamplight around the Museum, 
to hear a series of folklore and historical 
tales of mysterious places, magnificent 
creatures, spooky happenings and magical 
adventures!

Christmas Market
22-24 November 
10.30am - 4.00pm
Get into the Christmas spirit at our bustling 
artisan market, see stands ‘pop up’ in our 
collection of rescued historic buildings. 
Come along to shop and explore! 

Tree Dressing
1 December 
10.30am - 4.30pm  
(activities from 12.30pm)
Tree Dressing is a magical occasion for all 
the family, celebrating the importance of 
trees in our lives. Visitors enjoy traditional 
songs, dances and plays which celebrate 
trees and the natural world.

Museums at Night (Ticketed)
1 – 2 November 
6.45pm - 9pm
Join us at Museum for our night walk, and 
hear a series of short night-time stories! 
Some will be amusing, some mysterious 
and some downright odd. Each story has a 
historical root, as truth is far stranger than 
fiction.

Historic Life Weekends:  
Fire & Light 
2-3 November 
11.00am - 4.00pm
Today we can come home to a house that 
can often be heated quickly, with the means 
to cook rapidly and light at the flick of a 
switch. A walk through the Museum will give 
a better idea of how homes in the past were 
lit and heated.

Meet Green Father Christmas
7, 8, 14, 15 & 20-23 December 
10.30am - 4pm
Seated in his chamber, traditionally 
decorated with seasonal greenery, Green 
Father Christmas will be selecting presents 
from a large wooden chest to give to each 
child that he meets. Every child will receive 
a traditional toy wrapped in brown paper 
and string!

Christmas at the Museum
26 & 27 December 
10.30am - 4pm
From Tudor to Victorian times, a historic 
festive treat awaits visitors on Boxing 
Day and    Friday 27 December, when the 
Museum’s traditionally decorated houses 
will reflect the spirit of Christmas through 
the ages!

CHRISTMASMARKET



CHRISTMAS
MARKET
22-24 NOVEMBER 10:30-4PM

ADULTS 

£8
CHILDREN FREE

WEALD & DOWNLAND LIVING MUSEUM


