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ENERGY CONSERVATION IN TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS
This course will look at the implications of improving the energy 
efficiency of traditional buildings. It will include a review of the 
current regulations and guidance and a variety of case studies, 
as well as an appraisal of some of the Museum’s historic 
buildings and the use of different materials. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Richard Oxley 
Thursday 17 May

Building 
conservation

DAMP AND HISTORIC BUILDINGS
The correct assessment of the significance of moisture within 
historic building not only affects the current conditions but also has 
implications for the future life of the building fabric. This course 
considers the importance of breathability in historic buildings, 
how this can be achieved and maintained and what happens 
when it goes wrong. Common mistakes of moisture identification 
and remediation will be examined, and options for repairs will be 
discussed. The day will include both an illustrated lecture and 
practical discussion in the buildings of the Museum. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Duncan Phillips 
Tuesday 18 September

FIRE AND HISTORIC BUILDINGS
An informative day considering the issues relating to fire and 
historic buildings, including the spread and growth of fire 
and how it affects traditional building materials fire safety 
interventions and what the law requires, handling insurance 
claims, and fire in thatched buildings. 9.30am - 5pm   

Leaders: Steve Emery, Marjorie Sanders  
and Roger Angold 
Wednesday 5 September

£115

£115

£115

4



01243 811021  |  courses@wealddown.co.uk

OLD HOUSES – THEIR 
FABRIC, INTERIORS AND 
FURNISHING. IDENTIFICATION, 
CARE AND REPAIR. 
A course aimed at the owners and 
guardians of historic homes. The 
course will look at the fabric, features, 
fittings and furnishings of historic 
buildings. These features are quite 
often overlooked but are so important in 
contributing to the historic significance 
of a building. They range from something 
as small as a window catch to staircases 
or panelling which still retain their 
original finishes. Historic character is 
depleted by the loss of small features 
or the destruction of original finishes 
and patina by overzealous cleaning 
or restoration. The course will be 
delivered as illustrated lectures, an 
examination of objects and buildings 
in the Museum’s collection and 
demonstrations of cleaning and care of 
historic surface finishes. 9.30am - 5pm

Leaders: Kevin Stubbs  
and Vincent Reed 
Tuesday 25 September

PRACTICAL THATCHING
An opportunity to learn how to thatch. 
A hands-on day to learn about this 
historic craft and the variety of materials 
used, and to thatch with straw on 
a model roof using traditional tools 
and techniques. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Chris Tomkins 
Thursday 4 October

£115

£150

INTRODUCTION TO STRUCTURE 
MOTION PHOTOGRAMMETRY 
This workshop will introduce participants 
to Structure from Motion Photogrammetry 
(SfM), an innovative imaging technique 
in which a set of digital images is used 
to generate a 3D record of a subject 
ranging in size from artefact to landscape. 
Outputs from the approach include scaled 
3D models and point clouds, 3D PDFs, 
and ortho–rectified images from which 
measured drawings can be generated. A 
very basic understanding of computing is 
useful but not necessary. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Sarah Duffy 
Tuesday 9 October £90
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Timber frame buildings: 
history, construction 
and repair

INTRODUCTION TO DATING TIMBER FRAMED 
BUILDINGS IN SOUTH-EAST ENGLAND
The number, position and arrangement of timbers 
provide the evidence for the analysis and dating of timber 
framed buildings based on stylistic evidence. We will 
use the Museum’s exhibits to look at buildings dating 
from the late 1300s to the 1900s. 9.30am - 5pm 

Leader: Joe Thompson 
Tuesday 12 June

THE ROOFING SQUARE
The use of the roofing square is a fundamental skill of 
carpentry. Students will first use the square to carry out 
a number of simple practical exercises, then to line out 
rafter pitch boards and rafter patterns. These will then 
be used to cut the rafters for lean–to, gable and hip 
roofs. This day will help demystify this essential carpentry 
skill. A practical course for conservation professionals, 
craftspeople and keen DIYers. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Joe Thompson 
Tuesday 2 October

WATTLE AND DAUB
Insights into the historic use of wattle and daub, and its repair 
and conservation today.  Students will look at wattle and 
daub in the Museum’s artefact store and exhibit buildings, 
and this will be followed by a practical session and a lecture 
on the appraisal and techniques of repair.  9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Joe Thompson 
Thursday 20 September

£115

£115

£115
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TOOL SHARPENING
Learn how to sharpen wood cutting 
tools to professional standards and 
how to select new or second-hand 
tools that are well engineered. This 
two-day course has been designed 
for those with little or no previous 
tool sharpening experience, who 
enjoy working with wood but have 
found difficulty achieving a satisfying 
standard of work due to their lack 
of tool tuning and sharpening 
skills. You are advised not to buy 
tools for the course but do bring 
any tools that you have, regardless 
of condition. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Philip Hodge 
Wednesday 14 –  
Thursday 15 November

INTRODUCTION TO WOOD 
WORKING HAND TOOLS    NEW

The perfect introduction to wood 
working tools for those with little or 
no experience. Attendees will learn 
how to identify and use a selection 
of tools including bench plane, block 
plane, shoulder plane, rebate plane, 
moulding planes, chisels, gouges, 
different saws and hammers. It 
will also cover marking out using 
squares, mitre squares, marking 
gauges, cutting gauges and mortise 
gauges. Guidance will also be given 
as to the best types and makes of 
tools to buy and pointers as to where 
to purchase them. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Philip Hodge 
Friday 16 November

£220

£80

Excellent, 
learnt lots of 
tips and tricks.
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Timber framing 
from scratch

OAK TIMBER FRAMING: JOWL POSTS
This course will provide students with the opportunity to frame 
up the principal timbers of a traditional Sussex timber framed 
building: the posts, plates, beams and cills will be lined-out, 
cut and fitted, in particular the three-way assembly of Jowl 
post, wall plate and tie beam. This course focuses on tried 
and tested historic tools and techniques. The layout uses 
only string lines and plumb rules and the joints are lined out 
using the “Scribe rule” or Double Kerf method.  9am - 5pm

Leader: Joe Thompson 
Monday 23 – Friday 27 April

OAK TIMBER FRAMING: WALL FRAMING
The emphasis of this workshop is on modern workshop 
practice. The layout will be based on the use of chalk-
lines and spirit levels. The scribing will be carried out using 
plumb-bobs. There will be demonstrations of portable power 
tools to facilitate cutting the timbers. During the five days, 
students will line out, cut and fit the braces and studs of a 
traditional Sussex timber framed building. 9am - 5pm

Leader: Joe Thompson 
Monday 4 – Friday 8 June

£550

£550

A superb opportunity to gain hands-on experience of timber 
framing. A series of practical courses introducing students to 
the historic use of structural oak framing, tools and techniques. 
Together these courses give a thorough grounding in traditional 
timber framing, but students are welcome to take courses in 
any order, or simply choose the course which most fits their 
needs. This is a unique series of courses, covering three 
different layout and three different scribing techniques.
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OAK TIMBER FRAMING: ROOF FRAMING             
This week focuses on methods of roof framing suitable for both new build and 
repair. Students will fabricate both a gable and a hip roof, lining out, cutting 
and fitting the principal, common, hip and jack rafters of a traditional Sussex 
timber framed building. The layout methods will be based on using the frame 
as a jig and the scribing technique will be line-transfer. 9am - 5pm

Leader: Joe Thompson  
Monday 15 – Friday 19 October £550

The whole thing improved 
my knowledge and skills 
in oak timber framing.
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Brick, flint, lime
PRACTICAL FLINT WALLING
A two-day practical course covering the sorting, selection, 
preparation and knapping of flints. Participants will 
experience different styles of laying flints and the use 
of lime mortars. 9.30am - 5pm and 9am - 1pm 

Leaders: Mark Middleton and Chris Rosier 
Tuesday 6 – Wednesday 7 February,  
(full day Tuesday, until 1pm on Wednesday)  
Tuesday 4 – Wednesday 5 December,  
(full day Tuesday, until 1pm on Wednesday) £235

ENGLISH BRICKWORK, TUDOR TO EDWARDIAN                 
An overview of the historical development of the bricks, mortars 
and manner of manipulating them that stamped its character 
on Tudor, Jacobean, Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian 
brickwork. The course also examines the causes of failure and 
conservative repairs relevant to each period. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Gerard Lynch 
Monday 4 June

JOINTING, POINTING AND REPOINTING 
HISTORIC BRICKWORK   
An exploration of the historical and technical development 
of jointing and pointing from the Tudor period to 
the early 20th century. The course will cover tools, 
materials, mortars and practice. It will also examine the 
considerations for successful repointing. 9.30am - 5pm 

Tutor: Gerard Lynch 
Tuesday 5 – Wednesday 6 June

£115

£230
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LIME MORTARS 
FOR TRADITIONAL 
BRICKWORK                 
Lectures and practical demonstrations 
on the traditional preparations and 
uses of limes and lime mortars 
and modern misconceptions 
about them. 9.30am - 5pm

Tutor: Gerard Lynch  
Monday 1 October

REPAIR OF TRADITIONALLY 
CONSTRUCTED BRICKWORK                                                         
A look at the principles of repair, causes 
of failure and decay, use of inappropriate 
materials and practices, as well as 
techniques for selecting methods of repair: 
cutting out bricks and taking out defective 
joints, stitch repairs and reinforcements, 
patch pointing using lime mortar, reversing 
bricks and use of slips, plastic repairs and 
cleaning of brickwork. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Gerard Lynch 
Tuesday 2 –  
Thursday 4 October

£115

£360

Couldn’t possibly have 
delivered more information 
in a more interesting and 
well developed way.
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Windows, finishes 
and paintwork

SASH WINDOWS
This day will comprise lectures on the joinery involved in 
making and repairing sash windows, and the examination of 
original examples from the Brooking Collection. 9.30am - 5pm

Leaders: Charles Brooking and Anna Bishop 
Friday 9 March £99

INTRODUCTION TO SIGNWRITING
A hands-on day to learn the basics of freehand brush lettering 
and sign writing. Students will paint their own unique sign to 
take home. The course is suitable for conservators, interior 
designers, artists and homeowners. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Wayne Osborne  
Wednesday 13 June £115

LIMEWASH, DISTEMPER AND 
LINSEED-BASED PAINTS
Spend a day learning how these traditional 
finishes were mixed and applied, with expert 
demonstrations and hands-on opportunities using 
the Museum’s exhibit buildings. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Sibylle Heil 
Tuesday 4 September £115

Exceptional. I learnt 
everything I wanted within 
the remit of the two days.
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WOOD FINISHES
This is an intensive two-day course suitable for 
beginners or those wanting to improve their skills. 
You will learn how to take a project right through 
from initial preparation to a good final finish. 
During the course, you will make up your own 
high-quality finishing products including wood 
stain, French Polish, polishing rubber, polishing 
wax and wax rubbing sticks. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Philip Hodge 
Saturday 17 – Sunday 18 November £220

Excellent overview of 
techniques. I have acquired 
the confidence to carry out 
repairs and restoration.

A DATE FOR 
THE DIARY
In 2018 The Association 
of Polelathe Turners & 
Greenwood Workers will 
hold their annual Bodger’s 
Ball at the Museum on 
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 
May 2018. This weekend 
is a celebration of all forms 
of green woodworking.
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Historic buildings
THE ARTS & CRAFTS MOVEMENT AND ITS 
INFLUENCE ON DESIGN AND PRESERVATION  NEW

The Arts & Crafts Movement is, like the designed landscape 
park, one of Britain’s great contributions to the international 
art movements of the late 19th century and onwards. 
Some Arts & Crafts architects and craftspeople were still 
around and working in the 1950s! The influence of such 
organisations as the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings and the Art Workers’ Guild continues to be 
profound. The Weald & Downland Museum, with its emphasis 
on traditional materials, traditional techniques and even 
traditional tools in its collections is almost the perfect place 
to study and reflect on these issues. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Peter Burman 
Tuesday 20 March £75

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FOR 
WOODMANSHIP PRACTICES AND THE 
WILDWOOD IN SOUTHERN ENGLAND;  
STONE AGE TO C.1800                                       NEW

An introduction to up to date archaeological evidence for the 
dynamic changes in natural and managed trees (woodmanship) 
and woodland from prehistoric times to around 1800. The day 
will involve illustrated talks and site walks. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Damian Goodburn 
Sunday 25 March £65

Very useful intro and explanation 
- enjoyed relating the information 
to the buildings at the Museum. 
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SYMBOLISM AND MEANING IN MEDIEVAL  
AND EARLY MODERN BUILDINGS        NEW

Concentrating on the polite architecture of English great churches and castles, 
and their heavy investment in carved and painted details, we closely examine 
meaning in this imagery and explore its historical context to build up narratives 
of politics, belief and custom that can transform our understanding of what 
great buildings represented to their contemporary audience. Some examples 
use archaeology and inventories to reconstruct lost spaces, and there are many 
fresh observations. Encouraging drawing throughout the course, the result will 
be a new ability to read imagery in great buildings, parish churches and Museum 
collections. Two linked day schools that can be booked separately. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Jonathan Foyle 
Thursday 20 September (for buildings from 1200-1450AD) 
Thursday 16 October 2018 (for buildings from 1450-1600AD)

EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF A 
HOUSE: AN INTRODUCTION  NEW

This day course looks at the documentary 
evidence for the history of houses, 
with an emphasis on what it can tell 
us about their social history.  It will 
introduce participants to the sources and 
to some of the ways in which you can 
explore the history of the development 
of your house, find out about who 
was there before you, and how they 
may have lived.  10am - 4.30pm 

Leader: Ian Friel 
Sunday 21 October

£75

UNDERSTANDING  
VERNACULAR BUILDINGS     NEW

A day school on vernacular buildings in 
general, materials, and the timber framed 
tradition of the Marches in comparison to 
the South-East region. In the afternoon 
we will discuss the challenge of living 
in a timber-framed house from the 
owner’s perspective, tips on energy 
efficiency and how to lower your building’s 
carbon footprint. 9.30am - 5pm

Leaders: Harriet Devlin  
and Duncan James 
Tuesday 6 November£65 £90
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 Gift vouchers
Stuck for gift ideas? Vouchers for courses at the Museum 
make a perfect present at any time of the year.

Vouchers are available in denominations of £5, £10, £20 and £50 
and can be used as whole or part payment towards any course. 

To purchase vouchers please phone 01243 811021.

Continued Professional Development 
and bespoke courses
All courses are suitable for Continuing Professional Development, and 
certificates are issued to all participants on completion of each course. 

Bespoke courses on subjects relating to building conservation and the use of traditional 
building techniques, materials and tools can be arranged for professionals, crafts 
people and special interest groups on request. Please email courses@wealddown.co.uk. 

Courses are suitable for all levels of experience unless otherwise stated.

IHBC members receive 10% discount on course bookings by 
quoting their membership number when booking a place. 

Save the date
Our Annual building conservation conference 
will be on Tuesday 11 September 2018.
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MSc Building Conservation 
MSc Timber Building 
Conservation

Delivered by the Weald 
& Downland Living 
Museum, validated by 
the University of York

THE COURSES
The conservation of historic buildings has gained great 
importance in the building industry, both in the UK and 
overseas, leading to increased demand for specialist 
conservators. These courses can enable practising 
building conservators to improve their competence, 
and open new doors to other building professionals 
wanting to specialise or change career direction. 

The MSc Building Conservation is fully recognised by 
the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC), 
and successful completion of the MSc reduces the 
requirement for relevant experience for those seeking 
full membership of the IHBC from five years to two 
years.  For further details see www.ihbc.org.uk

More information on the course content of both 
programmes is available from the Museum’s website: 
www.wealddown.co.uk/adult-learning/msc-degrees

COURSE STRUCTURE
Each course is run as a series of six study modules taken 
over eighteen months, followed by a period of six months 
to carry out a piece of research which is presented for 
examination as a dissertation. Each study module runs 
from Wednesday to Sunday, allowing students to continue 
working while taking the course. The MSc degree requires 
successful completion of the personal research project.

17
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MSc BUILDING CONSERVATION 
This course aims to develop the ability to work 
as an independent conservator, or within the 
regulatory agencies and other organisations 
concerned with building conservation. The 
course comprises the following modules:

 Î Conservation of timber buildings

 Î Lime in conservation

 Î Conservation of masonry

 Î Conservation of metals

 Î Conservation of fixtures and finishes

 Î Conservation of 20th century buildings

 Î Research project

MSc TIMBER BUILDING 
CONSERVATION
Virtually every pre-modern building used 
timber in its construction, and there is a 
widespread need for conservators who 
have a specialist knowledge of timber and 
associated craft and repair techniques. 
This long-established course was set up by 
specialists in timber building conservation, 
and the module headings are:

 Î Development of timber structures

 Î Timber science and decay

 Î Timber-framing systems

 Î Site and workshop practice, 
and associated materials

 Î Repair of timber structures

 Î Consolidation and surface 
finishes. Non-structural repair

 Î Research project

For an informal discussion about the 
courses and the opportunities they 
present, please contact the adult 
learning team on 01243 811931.

18



01243 811021  |  courses@wealddown.co.uk

M
Sc

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

 &
  B

Sc
 T

im
be

r B
ui

ld
in

g 
C

on
se

rv
at

io
n

TEACHING
All taught modules include contributions from leading 
practitioners in the field. Ample time is allowed for 
discussion with these experts, usually within the 
supportive and relaxed environment of the Museum.

FACILITIES
Facilities are second to none. The Museum’s teaching 
resources are enhanced by a specialist Museum 
library. Students also have access to the University 
of York’s electronic library resources. The Museum’s 
innovative Downland Gridshell workshop is the 
location for practical work, and its artefact collections 
are available for the study of tools and materials.

DELIVERY
Teaching is based on lectures and seminars, 
together with visits to historic buildings and sites, 
contractors’ workshops and specialist conservation 
studios. Where appropriate, modules provide hands-
on experience of materials and processes. Most 
of the teaching is based at the Weald & Downland 
Living Museum, and is delivered by Museum staff 
and visiting lecturers employed by the Museum.

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY
The University of York was ranked eleventh in the 
World University Rankings 2017 and is renowned 
for its excellence in both research and teaching. 
It is ranked among the top ten universities for 
research impact and is top ten university in 
the UK Archaeology league table 2018.

In 2012, York joined the prestigious Russell 
Group of major research-intensive universities. Its 
Department of Archaeology at York won a Queen’s 
Anniversary Prize in 2011 for its leading-edge work 
in archaeology from pre-history to the modern age.  

APPLYING 
Applications will open in spring 2018, for an autumn 
2018 start. Application forms will be available online at: 
www.wealddown.co.uk/adult-learning/msc-degrees
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Set in 40 acres in the heart of the South Downs National 
Park, the Weald & Downland Living Museum has a collection 
of over fifty historic buildings which have been rescued from 
destruction, carefully restored and rebuilt. The buildings range 
from Anglo Saxon to 20th century and vividly demonstrate the 
homes, gardens and workplaces of the past. Visitors can also 
see traditional farming in action and heavy horses at work.

T    +44 (0)1243 811021 
E    courses@wealddown.co.uk 
W   www.wealddown.co.uk/courses

Weald & Downland Living Museum 
Town Lane, Singleton, Chichester 

West Sussex PO18 0EU

With education at the heart of our work we offer a 
stimulating and varied programme of courses with the very 
best researchers and craftspeople in their fields. 

In addition to the courses in this leaflet the Museum provides:

 Î Courses in traditional rural trades and crafts

 Î An evening talk series ‘Tales of the Downs & beyond’

 Î MSc programmes in Building Conservation and Timber Building Conservation


