
Traditional Rural Trades  
& Crafts

COURSES IN

2018  



Very informative and 
interesting, held in a 
beautiful setting.



Contents
Countryside crafts 4

Countryside skills 7

Heavy horse courses 9

Herbal and gardens 10

Historic food and drink 14

Historic life 17

Historic trades and crafts 19

Research and buildings 23

Textiles 26

Words and music 30

Working with wood 32

Write, draw, paint and print 38

Walks 41

Christmas 43

Intergenerational workshops 45



Book online: www.wealddown.co.uk/courses

LIVING WILLOW CHAIR
Come along to this one day workshop and make a living willow 
chair to take home and plant in your own garden. 9.30am - 5pm

Leaders: Ganesh Bruce Kings and Elaine Kings 
Sunday 18 February

Countryside 
crafts

FRAME BASKETS  NEW

Make a willow frame basket using Somerset grown 
willow. Frame baskets are ideal for gathering and 
storing eggs and picking soft fruit. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Linda Mills 
Tuesday 22 May

WILLOW GARDEN SUPPORTS
Make interesting contemporary plant supports 
to enhance your garden using English willow 
and traditional methods. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Ganesh Bruce Kings and Elaine Kings 
Saturday 24 March

WILLOW PLATTERS  NEW 
Make a willow platter using mixed types of willow. 
These platters may be used for bread, biscuits, 
hot scones or fruit. 2 hour session.

Leader: Linda Mills 
Wednesday 28 March 
Tuesday 10 April

£115

£115

£25

£65
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WEAVE A RUSH MAT
Traditional floor coverings were made from 
woven rushes and on this course you can 
learn the basic principles and make your 
own woven rush mat using indigenous 
common bulrush (Scirpus Lacustris) 
collected from the river Thames. You will 
be using this wonderfully supple material 
and techniques common to basketry to 
create a unique rush mat. 9.30am -5pm 

Leader: Rachel Frost 
Sunday 5 August

WEAVE A RUSH HAT
An opportunity to make your own woven 
rush hat using indigenous common 
bulrush (Scirpus Lacustris) collected from 
the river Thames. Starting with your own 
custom-made hat block, you will be using 
this wonderfully supple material and 
techniques common to basketry to create 
a unique hat to wear. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Rachel Frost 
Friday 10 August

WEAVE A RUSH BASKET
Learn how to make a beautiful and 
practical container from this wonderfully 
supple material. Over the course of the 
day you will make your own woven rush 
storage basket using indigenous common 
bulrush (Scirpus Lacustris) harvested 
from the river Thames. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Rachel Frost 
Saturday 11 August

£65

£65

£65
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WEAVE A RUSH BAG
Create a bag of subtle colours and beautiful texture 
from indigenous common bulrush (Scirpus Lacustris). 
Working on wooden blocks and using techniques 
common to basketry, you will make a medium 
sized bag with optional handles. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Rachel Frost 
Sunday 12 August

REED MACE BASKETS  NEW

Spend a day making a basketry item of your choice, 
using foraged wild reed mace, Typha latifolia (often 
known as bulrush). It is a lovely material to work with 
and you will learn how to store and process this useful 
basketry plant. You will be guided through all stages 
of the making process to help you develop a good 
understanding of the techniques. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Ruby Taylor 
Saturday 22 September

£65

CORN DOLLY WORKSHOP
Take a fresh look at this ancient craft and learn how to 
weave different corn dollies, as well as finding out about 
the history and evolution of this craft. 10am - 5pm

Leader: Verna Bailey 
Saturday 1 September £55

GRASS BASKETS  NEW

Spend a day making a small coiled basket from grass. 
Learn about the types of grasses that can be harvested 
and how to process these. You will make a basket that 
is sturdy and perfect for storing eggs or other similar-
sized objects. After the day you will be looking at verges 
and lawns in a whole new light. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Ruby Taylor 
Friday 7 September

£80

£80
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Countryside 
skills

HEDGELAYING
Over the weekend you will learn how to cut and 
lay a stock-proof hedge, including thinning out 
and selecting materials. 9.30am - 4pm

Leader: Phil Hart 
Saturday 20 - Sunday 21 January

DOWSING DAY
A day of discussion, practical demonstration, guidance and 
hands-on experience that should convince even the most 
sceptical of the value of this ancient craft. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Pete Redman 
Sunday 15 April

SCYTHING: LEARN TO MOW   
Learn a brief history of the scythe, how to select the right 
blade and snath for the job and set them up, peening, 
sharpening, the mowing technique, how to avoid damaging 
the blade and how to care for the scythe. There will be 
hands-on sessions with the chance to use the scythe in 
a couple of different environments. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Mark Allery 
Saturday 14 July 
Saturday 11 August

£160

£65

£70
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MOWING WITH AN ENGLISH SCYTHE
A day for those interested in learning how to use the 
traditional English scythe. This course will focus on 
the maintenance and restoration of these vintage 
tools (the blades being last made in the 1960s 
and 70s) as well as the adjustment and mowing 
technique. Participants are encouraged to bring their 
own scythes, though English scythes (some from the 
Museum’s own collection) will be provided for use on 
the course. English scythes are typically heavier and 
less adjustable than the modern Austrian scythes and 
those with little or no experience in using a scythe 
may benefit from first attending one of the Museum’s 
Learn to mow using a scythe courses before 
attempting the English scythe. 9.30am - 4.30pm  

Leader: Mark Allery 
Saturday 4 August

WILD FOOD
This course is aimed as an introduction to the world 
of wild food, focusing specifically on the plants and 
trees although we won’t ignore fungi should we manage 
to find any. We will also explore their myriad of other 
uses such as providing cures for ailments, refreshing 
drinks, or maybe something to clean your teeth with! 
The day consists of a non-strenuous walk to identify 
and gather edible species followed by a late lunch and 
a chance to taste the wild foods gathered. 9am - 4pm

Leader: John Rhyder 
Sunday 23 September

£75

£75

Totally exceeded all 
my expectations!
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Heavy horse 
courses

HORSE LOGGING
For those with some heavy horse experience. A day working 
with heavy horses extracting timber from local woods. 
Participants must be physically fit. 10am - 3.30pm

Leaders: Robert Sampson and Mark Buxton  
Saturday 24 March

PLOUGHING WITH HEAVY HORSES
Covering the basics of ploughing including preparing the 
harness and the plough for work in the field. Beginners 
and improvers equally welcome. 10am - 3.30pm

Leaders: John McDermott, Robert Sampson and Mark Buxton 
Saturday 17 November 
Sunday 18 November

CARE AND MANAGEMENT OF HEAVY HORSES
A mix of theory and practice using the Museum’s team 
of heavy horses. An introduction to stable care, feeding, 
harnessing and safe handling of draft horses. 10am - 3.30pm

Leader: Mark Buxton 
Sunday 29 April

DRIVING HEAVY HORSES   
A practical outdoor day learning to harness up and drive 
the Museum’s draught horses in the field and on the track, 
chain harrowing and shaft and pole work. 10am - 3.30pm

Leader: Mark Buxton 
Sunday 27 May 
Sunday 24 June

£90

£90

£90

£90
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Herbal and 
gardens

BEEKEEPING FOR BEGINNERS
On this introductory day, you will have the opportunity 
to learn about types of bees and how they live, and bee 
friendly flowers. You will see different types of beehives and 
their component parts and discuss where you can (and 
can’t) keep bees. There will be an introduction to honey 
bee management and the beekeeping year, including the 
issues of swarming, pests and diseases as well as the 
honey crop and other hive products. 10.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Christine Stevens 
Sunday 11 February

HERBAL SELF-CARE: DIGESTION  NEW

During this day we will cover the topics of how digestion 
works, understanding common digestive problems, plant 
actions, how to identifying parsley (and/or cabbage) 
plant family, food and herb knowhow kit, remedy 
making: grain/pulse dish and more. 11am - 4pm

Leader: Alex Laird 
Saturday 14 April

SEEDS OF GOOD HEALTH 
The seed contains the potential of the whole plant. 
We will examine the benefit of seeds both familiar and 
unusual, as they have been used over the centuries. We 
will also try out some live medicine with tasty, vitamin and 
mineral rich freshly sprouted seeds. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Christina Stapley  
Friday 18 May

£50

£85

£60
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CELTIC HERBS  NEW

A day to make real contact 
with the value of our native 
environment, looking at those 
plants available to our ancestors 
before the Romans came. Life 
in a Celtic round house has left 
only archaeology to enlighten us 
but we will be using the oldest 
surviving source of Celtic medicinal 
recipes from the Book of Howel 
the Physician. In gathering herbs 
and preparing salves, poultices 
and herb drinks we can explore 
the vital importance of native 
herbs in diet, medicine, dyes 
and other crafts. Betony, vervain, 
woad, mistletoe, yarrow, elder, 
hawthorn, nettle and chickweed 
are a sample of the herbs you 
will meet on the day in their 
widest uses. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Christina Stapley 
Saturday 19 May

WOODLAND HERBS 
A walk in wild woodland reveals not only herbs 
in the undergrowth but also herbal trees. This 
day will equip you to find first aid by the wayside, 
and to gather ingredients for pleasant, health-
giving teas. You will also identify powerful herbs 
now grown as flowers and important medicinal 
herbs that are being researched and used 
in modern medicine. Medicinal and cookery 
recipes will be part of the day. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Christina Stapley 
Sunday 20 May

FROM HONEY AND BEESWAX  
TO COSMETICS AND SOAP          NEW

Using simple natural ingredients, learn how 
to make cosmetics including the tutor’s 
award-winning honey soap, beeswax moisture 
cream and a healing ointment. You will go 
home with recipe sheets and the products 
you have made. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Dr Sara Robb 
Sunday 20 May

£60

£75

£60
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HERBS FOR HEALTH
The origins of the herbaceous 
border lie in growing herbs for 
home remedies.  Led by a medical 
herbalist, this course offers guidance 
on the most safe and useful herbs 
to grow and how to harvest and use 
or preserve them. This practical day 
focuses on instruction for the careful 
identification of individual herbs 
and provides experience in making 
a footbath, herbal honey syrups, 
herbal teas, an infused oil, a herb 
pillow and more. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Christina Stapley 
Friday 24 August

THE ORIGIN OF PLANTS   NEW

Find out about plants from 
Charlemagne’s time through the 
era of John Evelyn and Linnaeus 
up to the 1973 Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. A 
lecture-based day with visits to the 
Museum gardens. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Maggie  
Campbell-Culver  
Thursday 14 June

£60

HERBS FOR DAILY LIFE
A day for the beginner who wishes 
to know how to introduce herbs into 
their daily life. It is also for those 
who have attended historical herb 
courses previously and who would 
like a deeper focus on methods. It 
will cover herbs in cookery, home 
medicine, fragrances and wines 
and liqueurs. We will also look at 
how the role of herbs has changed 
to meet new needs with changes 
in lifestyle over the centuries. 
Participants are welcome to email 
questions to be addressed during 
the course up to two weeks prior to 
the course date. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Christina Stapley 
Saturday 25 August

ARABIC INFLUENCE HERBS
Arabia supplied the precious spices 
and aromatic gums used in western 
medicine. However the Arabic 
influence on medical training, and 
in particular the practice of the 
apothecary, was so much greater 
than the sourcing of drugs. We will 
look at contacts with the East from 
the pilgrimage of Alfred the Great to 
Jerusalem and his prescription from 
the Patriarch there, to the travels and 
translations of Arabic texts by Adelard 
of Bath. The fusion of Arabic, Greek 
and Roman medicine at the teaching 
hospital in Salerno where returning 
Crusaders were treated ensured the 
use of ingredients, such as tamarind 
and liquorice, in the West. A day for 
the art of the apothecary to come to 
the fore with the works of Avicenna, 
Mesue and Rhazes giving us exciting 
recipes to make. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Christina Stapley 
Sunday 26 August

£60

£60

£60
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HERBAL SELF-CARE: SLEEP, 
ANXIETY AND FATIGUE       NEW

In this day we will explore the following 
topics: how our nerves and hormones 
function, understanding insomnia, 
anxiety, fatigue and headaches, plant 
actions, identifying the bean family 
food and herb knowhow kit and make 
remedies including an essential oils 
bath and pillow tincture. 11am - 4pm 

Leader: Alex Laird 
Sunday 14 October

GARDEN HISTORY  
IN 10 OBJECTS                    NEW

A one day ‘taster’ interactive course 
to explore the diversity and depth of 
garden history. You’ll get a chance to 
examine and ask questions about a 
range of objects connected with the 
history of gardens and then we will 
investigate them in context to show 
how the styles and fashions change.
There will be an illustrated talk on the 
social history of gardening through 
the ages which will look at the role 
of plants, sculpture and garden 
buildings as well as some of the key 
people involved. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leaders: Letta Jones,  
David Standing and  
Carlotta Holt 
Friday 19 October

£85

£60
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Historic food 
and drink

CIDER MAKING DAY  NEW

If you are tired of wasting spare apples, then turn them 
into a treat that was the traditional drink of Britain for 
nearly 1000 years. Join us for this one-day practical cider 
making course to learn how to make your own delicious 
cider and apple juice at home. You can even bring 
your own apples or pears and create a delicious drink 
from your home-grown produce. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Simon Reed  
Saturday 24 February 
Saturday 16 June

MAGNIFICENT HERRING    NEW

The most prolific fish in the world – the Herring – has fed 
the population of England for centuries. Find out why Downs 
Herring was so important to the economy in southern 
England, especially during the 150 ‘fish days’ or ‘fast days’ 
before 1500. How was herring caught, prepared, transported 
and served? Delegates will prepare various herring dishes 
and their accompaniments, using late medieval recipes.

Leader: Helen Mbye 
Saturday 17 March

FOOD IN BRITAIN, 1750-1950  NEW 
A day to explore food and dining in Britain from the mid-
Georgian period to mid-20th century. Lectures will cover what 
was eaten, how it was prepared and how it was eaten, with 
breakout visits to areas of the Museum site. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Annie Gray 
Friday 23 March

£70

£60

£90
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INTRODUCTION TO DAIRYING
A hands-on day focusing on dairying 
techniques from the 16th to 19th 
centuries. Find out about the tasks 
and ingredients used. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Cathy Guilder 
Sunday 13 May

COOKING IN WARTIME  NEW

An exploration of wartime cooking and 
rations from 1939 to 1945, with the chance 
to have a go at recipes. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Andrew Robertshaw 
Saturday 23 June

CHEESE MAKING  NEW

Find out about the process of cheese making 
from start to finish and the ingredients 
used to make both soft and hard cheeses. 
A hands-on day using recipes from 1900-
1934, as well as information on cheese 
making through history. 9.30am - 4pm

Leader: Paul Thomas 
Saturday 23 June 
Saturday 8 September

£60

£75

£70

The cooking was great 
fun… and incredibly 
all very edible!

15
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MEDIEVAL FEAST  NEW

How would a feast have been prepared and served 
c.1300? Participants will learn the social, cultural 
and economic reasons for feasting. The feast will then 
be prepared, cooked and served to table. Medieval 
etiquette and table manners will be used during the 
culmination of the day… eating the feast! 10am - 4pm

Leader: Helen Mbye 
Saturday 1 September £60

OLD ENGLISH ALES NEW

This day consists of talks on Old English ales and 
beers, then going to Tindalls Cottage to see the 
process mid brew with time to understand what the 
processes are there. At the end there will be time to 
taste some different ales and beers. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Marc Meltonville 
Saturday 15 September

TUDOR BAKING
Spend a day learning to bake simple loaves 
from Museum-milled flour in the bread oven 
of Winkhurst Tudor kitchen. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Elizabeth Stillman 
Sunday 16 September

£70

£60

TUDOR BAKEHOUSE: PIES AND PASTRIES
A selection of techniques and recipes from a Tudor 
bakehouse, using period recipes, from hand-raised 
standing ‘coffins’ to deep fried choux pastry style 
bennets. The morning session will concentrate on 
oven baking; the afternoon session on individual 
pastries cooked over an open fire. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Helen Mbye 
Sunday 11 November £60
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Historic life
BONE NEEDLES  NEW

Learn how to use Stone Age tools and techniques to 
work deer bone into these beautiful and useful needles. 
Other items made from these materials will be on hand 
for you to examine, and their historical context will be 
considered, with particular reference to the technical 
skills found in the Palaeolithic age. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Ruby Taylor 
Saturday 21 April

SERVANTS AND SERVICE  NEW 
During this day we will explore the world of servants 
from Tudor times to the era of Downton Abbey. Find 
out about their daily routines as well as high points of 
the year and expect to roll your sleeves up and have 
a go at some tasks yourself. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Andrew Robertshaw 
Sunday 22 April 2018

£80

£75

NETTLES – FROM STING TO STRING   
Explore the humble nettle and learn about the common 
folklore surrounding this unloved weed! You will spend the 
day dyeing with nettles, learn how to spin its fibre, make 
medicine and make a crude form of string! We will even 
make a hot lunch to share and eat. 10.30am - 4pm

Leader: Cathy Guilder 
Saturday 19 May £60
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This session compares the clothing of a lady at court and a servant c. 1520/30. 
Each layer of clothing will be considered based on historical records. The dyes, 
fabrics and costs of items are explored, along with the social history of the 
wearer. Children’s clothes and swaddling will also be included. 2pm - 4.30pm

Leaders: Cathy Guilder  
and Joanne Briffett 
Sunday 27 May

MEDIEVAL MEDICINE CHEST 
Explore the ‘medieval mind’ and the houses where you may have lived, and 
learn about the folklore, customs, beliefs, medicinal ideas and how they were 
put into practice. Make some things to protect you from the pestilence, cure a 
cold, ointments for sore joints and muscles, and let us guide you through the 
medical hierarchy and the most deadly diseases of the middle ages! 10am - 4pm

Leader: Cathy Guilder 
Sunday 12 August

COIFS, CAPS, HATS AND HAIR 
How did cosmetics first become fashionable and how were they made? Learn 
how to use ‘rats’ in your hair and why a high forehead was the expected 
medieval image. With hands-on experience using an extensive range of 
headwear from the medieval through to Victorian periods. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Cathy Guilder 
Sunday 14 October

£30

£60

£60
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Historic trades 
and crafts

STONE CARVING: AMMONITE
This workshop is for beginners who wish to develop skills 
in stone carving. You will work on a design in Bath stone 
and find out where to purchase different stones and tools, 
chisel sharpening and carving stone safely. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Will Spankie 
Saturday 10 March

LEATHER BELT
Make a unique leather belt from English vegetable 
tanned leather using various techniques and finishes 
with a choice of buckles. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Jon Lewington 
Sunday 25 March

MILL EXPERIENCE   
Spend the morning in our 400-year-old watermill. Learn about 
its history, the different types of mills and their common 
features. Learn how the watermill works, the key controls at 
the millers’ disposal, and how they can affect the quality of 
the flour produced. Then have a go at working in the mill and 
produce a small bag of flour to take home. 9.30am - 12.30pm

Leaders: Museum millers 
Saturday 7 April 
Sunday 2 September 
Saturday 13 October

£90

£65

£45
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MEDIEVAL TILE MAKING
A practical day with the opportunity 
to design your own tiles, or use 
pre-made patterns, with information 
on historical aspects of the craft. 
Each participant can choose four 
tiles to be fired and sent to them 
after the course. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Karen Slade 
Saturday 7 April

MAKE A HAND-SEWN BOOK
During this workshop you will make 
a non-adhesive book by sewing 
folded sections of paper in a variety 
of weights, then marking, piercing 
and using cotton thread to sew 
onto linen tape or ribbon using 
the French stitch method. The 
covers will be made from colourful 
handmade paper with tape or ribbon 
as a decorative means of securing 
the book. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Angela Thames 
Sunday 22 April

£130

LEADED LIGHT 
STAINED GLASS
Make a small leaded stained glass 
panel, and learn many skills including 
how to cut glass to a precise pattern 
and join pieces using lead cames. 
Suitable for beginners or those with 
some experience. 10am - 4pm

Leader: David Lilly 
Friday 13 April

IRONS IN THE FIRE
The course will take place in the 
150-year-old Museum smithy, where 
everything is done as it would have 
been more than a century ago. 
Students will make a simple toasting 
fork or poker. 9am - 5.30pm

Leader: Martin Fox 
Thursday 10 May 
Friday 11 May 
Thursday 2 August 
Friday 3 August 
Thursday 4 October

LEATHER POUCH 
WORKSHOP
Make a leather belt pouch from 
English vegetable tanned leather 
with a choice of fittings, for use 
in bushcraft, re-enactment, 
gardening or just walking the 
dog! 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Jon Lewington 
Saturday 14 April

£120

£65

£70

BRONZE AGE METALWORK
A Bronze Age experience like no 
other, looking at how the Bronze Age 
began. You will process malachite, 
make a furnace and create moulds 
from clay. Then, bringing all these 
elements together, you will create 
your own Bronze Age reconstruction 
axe or dagger. 9am - 6pm

Leader: Simon Barnard 
Saturday 9 -  
Sunday 10 June

£95

£250
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PREHISTORIC FLINT 
TOOL MAKING
Using the methods of ancient British 
people, including flint knapping, 
cordage manufacture from natural 
fibres, and working with bone and 
antler, you will produce your own 
hafted tool. 9.30am - 5.30pm

Leader: Will Lord 
Saturday 9 - Sunday 10 June

PIT-FIRED POTTERY
Working with local clays, students will 
explore the techniques and create pots 
that echo those found at the Neolithic 
causewayed enclosure at the Trundle 
hill near to the Museum. On the course 
you will cover clay preparation, as 
well as three different types of hand 
building techniques and decoration. 

There will be the opportunity to return 
to the Museum to take part in a pit 
firing of the pots on Saturday 30 June, 
this will start at 9am and continue 
until the pots are fired (which can be 
after 6pm). The following morning 
(Sunday 1 July) you can return to the 
Museum to open the pit and take 
your pot home. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Alison Sandeman 
Saturday 23 June, Saturday 
30 June and Sunday 1 July

£160

£120

Great day, great experience, 
great explanation of processes. 
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FLINT KNAPPING  NEW

An introduction to the skill of flint 
knapping. You will go through the 
techniques and the aim of the 
day is for everyone to be able 
to go away and replicate what 
they have learnt. 10am - 4pm

Leader: James Dilley  
Saturday 15 September 

TRADITIONAL MANUSCRIPT 
BOOK SKILLS       NEW

This workshop explains how 
ancient manuscript books were 
created, from the preparation and 
treatment of vellum skins for the 
pages, to the curing and cutting 
of quills, making ink, and laying 
of gold leaf. It will introduce and 
demonstrate the practical skills 
required, and you will have a go at 
writing with quills before designing 
your own initials to build onto a 
vellum bookmark. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Josie Brown 
Sunday 30 September

MAKE A PYCOMBE-STYLE 
CROOK
For those who have done the Irons in the 
Fire course and want to have another 
go. You will build on the skills learnt 
previously to make a Pyecombe-style 
crook to take home. 9am - 5.30pm

Leader: Martin Fox 
Friday 5 October

STONE CARVING: GREEN MAN
A two-day workshop teaching 
participants how to mark out, rough 
out and finish a Green Man design 
in Bath stone. The course will give 
you the opportunity either to carve 
your own design or to copy carve 
one using a template. The course 
will also cover carving techniques, 
sharpening and where to buy tools 
and stone. By the end of the two days 
participants will be able to take away 
a finished carving. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Will Spankie 
Saturday 27 -  
Sunday 28 October

£60

£85

£95

£160

22



01243 811021  |  courses@wealddown.co.uk

Research and 
buildings

DECIPHERING OLD DOCUMENTS
This workshop helps beginners, and those with a small amount 
of knowledge, to read 16th and 17th century handwriting, 
and is helpful for later palaeography as well. It is useful for 
family and local historians. The course takes you through 
wills, inventories, registers, deeds and even the mystery of 
the suet pudding in a Quarter Sessions case. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Caroline Adams 
Saturday 10 March

THE ARTS & CRAFTS MOVEMENT AND ITS 
INFLUENCE ON DESIGN AND PRESERVATION  NEW

The Arts & Crafts Movement is, like the designed landscape 
park, one of Britain’s great contributions to the international 
art movements of the late 19th century and onwards. 
Some Arts & Crafts architects and craftspeople were still 
around and working in the 1950s! The influence of such 
organisations as the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings and the Art Workers’ Guild continues to be 
profound. The Weald & Downland Museum with its emphasis 
on traditional materials, traditional techniques and even 
traditional tools in its collections is almost the perfect place 
to study and reflect on these issues. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Peter Burman 
Tuesday 20 March

£60

£75
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THE INVISIBLE CHAMBER POT: 
‘HIDDEN’ MATERIAL CULTURE IN 
THE HOME 1500-1700   NEW

This day explores categories of domestic decorations and 
household goods that tend not to feature in historical 
documents, such as inventories. We will introduce the 
rich physical evidence for the ubiquitous trends in interior 
decoration and furnishings – such as wall paintings, 
and other fixed decorations, ceramics and cheap print 
– and examine why these material forms are largely 
absent from lists of household goods. 10am - 4.30pm

Leaders: Tara Hamling and  
Catherine Richardson 
Thursday 28 June

‘MERE VILLAGE’ OR RURAL CITY?  
MEDIEVAL AND TUDOR CHICHESTER            NEW

Publicity about Chichester’s heritage  often emphasizes 
its Roman and Georgian ‘roots’, but much of the layout 
of the historic city, as well as some of its most important 
buildings, date from the Middle Ages.  This study day 
explores the historical and archaeological evidence for 
Chichester and its people from the early Middle Ages to 
the early 1600s, when it was a tiny walled city set in a 
rural landscape (the ‘mere village’ slur came from a late 
12th-century chronicler called Richard of Devizes). The 
afternoon will be spent in Chichester. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Ian Friel 
Thursday 19 July

£75

£65
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SYMBOLISM AND MEANING  
IN MEDIEVAL AND EARLY  
MODERN BUILDINGS                           NEW

Concentrating on the polite architecture of 
English great churches and castles, and their 
heavy investment in carved and painted details, 
we closely examine meaning in this imagery and 
explore its historical context to build up narratives 
of politics, belief and custom that can transform 
our understanding of what great buildings 
represented to their contemporary audience. Some 
examples use archaeology and inventories to 
reconstruct lost spaces, and there are many fresh 
observations. Encouraging drawing throughout 
the course, the result will be a new ability to read 
imagery in great buildings, parish churches and 
Museum collections. Two linked day schools that 
can be booked separately. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Jonathan Foyle

Thursday 20 September  
(for buildings from 1200-1450AD)

Thursday 4 October 2018  
(for buildings from 1450-1600AD)

EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF  
A HOUSE: AN INTRODUCTION             NEW

This day course looks at the documentary evidence 
for the history of houses, with an emphasis on 
what it can tell us about their social history.  It 
will introduce participants to the sources and 
to some of the ways in which you can explore 
the history of the development of your house, 
find out about who was there before you, and 
how they may have lived.  10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Ian Friel 
Sunday 21 October

£75

£65
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Textiles
VICTORIAN PATCHWORK  NEW

An opportunity to try out Victorian Crazy Patchwork, a 
favourite technique of the time. We will make a variety of 
traditional pincushion shapes or small items such as a 
phone or glasses case. This technique provides a showcase 
for carefully hoarded scraps of favourite fabrics, offering 
the maker the chance to let their imagination run riot 
with embroidered decoration and beads. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Charlotte Dawber 
Saturday 20 January £60

ELIZABETHAN WALNUTS
Made from the fabric covered shell of a single walnut, these 
tiny encrusted bags were a novelty gift in the courts of Elizabeth 
I. Come and make your own replica of a more sumptuous 
time - they are surprisingly easy to make and can be used as 
key finders, hung from curtain rails, or given away as extra 
special gifts; there is room inside for a tiny phial of perfume, 
a piece of jewellery or a love sonnet! These can be made by 
anyone who is able to sew a basic running stitch. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Judith Balcombe 
Saturday 27 January £60

STUMPWORK: BUGS AND BEETLES
Have fun creating beautiful jewel-like insects, decorated 
with metallic threads and beads. Learn to combine 
traditional stumpwork techniques, such as padding and 
wire-work, together with modern materials and methods. 
The course will provide all the required materials plus a 
choice of threads and beads. Please bring small sharp 
scissors and your sewing glasses. 9.30am - 4pm

Leader: Caroline Vincent 
Saturday 3 February £60
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TAPESTRY WEAVING: 
WEAVE A LANDSCAPE
Using a simple frame loom, which you 
can keep, and a variety of yarns, you will 
create a woven landscape wall hanging. 
The emphasis will be on colour blending 
and both traditional and 3D techniques 
will be used during the day. No experience 
of weaving is needed. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Hilary Charlesworth 
Saturday 10 February £60

FELT MAKING 
An introduction to felt making, this one-
day course is suitable for beginners.  
We will produce colourful pieces of 
handmade felt using dyed fibres and 
a seamless purse. Felt making is the 
oldest form of human-made fabric 
and felt remains dating from about 
700BC have been found in the frozen 
tombs of nomadic Siberian tribesmen.  
Handmade felt can have many uses, both 
practical and decorative. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Hilary Charlesworth 
Saturday 24 FebruarySPINNING: DROP SPINDLE 

AND THE WHEEL 
On the first day you will learn about 
fleeces and carding wool ready for 
spinning, before trying your hand at 
spinning with the drop spindle. The 
second day concentrates on working with 
the wheel, whilst giving some background 
to this traditional craft. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Steve Kennett 
Saturday 10 -  
Sunday 11 February

INTRODUCTION TO CROCHET 
Join a short relaxed session to learn some 
basic crochet stitches. 10am - 12pm

Leader: Rose Savage 
Saturday 3 March

£95

£55

It was a brilliant course.

£20
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PEG LOOM WEAVING
Peg loom weaving is an easy way 
to produce simple rugs and fabrics 
using fleece, yarn or recycled 
materials. In this one-day workshop, 
you will make a wooden peg loom 
(which you can keep) and then 
learn how to put a warp on it and 
begin weaving. 10am - 4pm

Leaders: Hilary Charlesworth 
and Sam St Clair-Ford 
Sunday 18 March

LEARN TO BRAID   NEW

Braiding has long adorned clothing 
and other belongings. This is a chance 
to be shown some simple braiding 
techniques and to try them out in a 
small group. 11am - 1pm; 2pm - 4pm

Leader: Steve Kennett 
Saturday 2 June,  
2 hour session

NATURAL DYES
An interactive day using plants 
from the museum site to dye locally 
sourced wool.  Including a walk 
around some of the museum’s 
historic gardens to find out 
about how to grow, gather and 
dye using plant. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Louise Spong 
Friday 8 June

FLAX TO LINEN
Learn how our ancestors processed 
the flax plant into linen fabric. For 
millennia this vital plant clothed us 
and became our second skin; come 
and be a traditional ‘scutcher’ or 
‘breaker’ for the day and change 
this coarse fibre into a piece of 
linen string. Learn how to spin 
flax, perform a simple weave and 
care for your linens, but most 
importantly, discover what to do with 
your leftover “tow”! 10am - 4pm

Leader: Cathy Guilder 
Saturday 16 June

HANGING POCKET –  
ENGLISH QUILTING            NEW

An opportunity to learn how to do 
traditional quilting and create a useful 
hanging pocket. In the 18th century 
every woman would have worn a pair 
of these under her skirts. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Charlotte Dawber 
Thursday 12 July

DORSET BUTTONS
You will make two different types 
of Dorset button brooch, a Dorset 
Posy brooch and an Autumn Beech 
Tree brooch. In the afternoon 
you will design your own brooch. 
This course will also cover the 
history of Dorset buttons: their 
beginnings in the 1600s, the 
growth of button making in the 
1700s, its demise in the Industrial 
Revolution and the various people 
and organisations who have kept 
this skill alive, and the contemporary 
buttons of today. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Jen Best 
Sunday 9 September

£60

£25

£55

£55

£60

£55

28



01243 811021  |  courses@wealddown.co.uk

Te
xt

ile
s

A HISTORY OF KNITTING 
FROM THE TUDOR 
PERIOD ONWARDS
A brief practical history of knitting 
in Britain, looking at the products, 
techniques, and social history of 
knitting and knitters from the 16th 
to the 20th century. We shall be 
learning to ‘knit in the round’ and to 
use a knitting sheath, and trying out 
a number of different techniques. 
Pictures, samples and items from the 
Knitting and Crochet Guild Collection 
illustrate the wealth of resources. 
This is a course that we hope will 
inspire you to have the confidence 
to raid the past in your future 
knitting projects. Previous knitting 
experience is essential. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Ruth Gilbert 
Friday 28 September 
Saturday 29 September

STUMPWORK: BUTTERFLIES
Make a stunning three-dimensional 
butterfly, using wire-work techniques 
together with organza fabrics and 
metallic threads to create delicately 
patterned wings. Learn to combine 
traditional stumpwork techniques 
with the use of modern materials 
and methods. The course will provide 
all the materials required plus a 
choice of threads and beads. Please 
bring small sharp scissors and your 
sewing glasses. 9.30am - 4pm

Leader: Caroline Vincent 
Saturday 13 October

£60

£55
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Words and music
INTRODUCTION TO OLD ENGLISH LANGUAGE  NEW

An overview of the Old English (Anglo-Saxon) language; 
historical background material, writing and spelling and 
some simple texts and prose narratives. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Stephen Pollington 
Friday 1 June

BONFIRES TO BARLEYCORN: SONGS AND 
CUSTOMS OF THE FARMING YEAR                    NEW

From the fires of the late autumn to harvest home the 
following year, the farming community had a wealth of 
customs and songs to mark the turning of the seasons 
and the agricultural activities of the year. The course aims 
to teach these through some lively talking and discussion, 
but it will be mainly participatory. So be prepared to 
sing the songs of the seasons, act in a traditional play 
and maybe dance a dance or two. 10am - 4.30pm

Leaders: Gail Duff and Bing Lyle 
Sunday 24 June

£85

TUDOR SONGS  NEW

A course to discover some of the delightful, rousing, tender 
and fun songs that were favourites of the Tudors. We will 
sing them together in a light-hearted group experience. 
No musical experience is necessary. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Emily Longhurst 
Saturday 9 June £60

£80
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It was excellent 
and exceeded my 
expectations. 
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Working 
with wood

INTRODUCTION TO GREEN WOODWORKING
Spend a day immersed in the historic craft of ‘green’ 
or unseasoned woodwork, learning what it is and how 
this concept has evolved over time. You can choose 
to make simple but useful green woodworking tools or 
a basic charcoal maker’s seat. 9.30am - 4.00pm

Leader: Mervyn Mewis 
Sunday 21 January £70

TRADITIONAL ENGLISH LONGBOW
Starting with a simple stave of timber you will learn to 
shape a fully working bow based on the design of the 
great bow of the hundred years war. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: John Rhyder 
Friday 26 - Sunday 28 January £275

£75

INTRODUCTION TO CHAIR MAKING
A one-day introduction to traditional chair making. The day will 
begin with a discussion about different seating constructions 
and designs. A short foray into the museum woods will focus 
on the sustainable management of woodlands for timber 
requirements and we will explore the artistic potential using 
natural form, shape and texture to create individual designs. 
Using traditional tools and techniques you will complete 
an elegant stool and gain experience and knowledge to go 
on to make other pieces of furniture. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Mervyn Mewis 
Saturday 17 February
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FOR 
WOODMANSHIP PRACTICES AND 
THE WILDWOOD IN SOUTHERN 
ENGLAND; STONE AGE  
TO C.1800                                   NEW

An introduction to up to date archaeological 
evidence for the dynamic changes in natural 
and managed trees (woodmanship) and 
woodland from prehistoric times to around 
1800.  The day will involve illustrated 
talks and site walks. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Damian Goodburn 
Sunday 25 March £65

WOVEN HURDLE MAKING
During the course of the weekend you 
will learn the skills needed to make a 
small, traditional woven hazel sheep 
hurdle. This course is suitable for 
complete beginners. 9.30am - 4pm

Leader: Paul Matthews 
Saturday 27 - Sunday 28 January £190

SUSSEX TRUG MAKING 
WORKSHOP
Over the two days you will learn how to 
make your own trug; you will be shown 
the process of cleaving and shaving 
chestnut to produce the handle and rim 
as well as being shown how to steam and 
bend both chestnut and the willow for the 
boards of the trug. 9.30am - 4.30pm 

Leaders: Robin Tuppen and Mike Church

Saturday 3 - Sunday 4 March 
Saturday 17 - Sunday  
18 November £160
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GATE HURDLE  
MAKING DAY                     NEW

Learn how to make a basic sturdy 
traditional Sweet Chestnut gate 
hurdle, to go around stock or 
in a gateway. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Julian Bell 
Friday 20 April

MAKE A SHAKER BOX
Learn how to make a beautiful 
oval Shaker Box in a day and 
discover more about Shaker 
designs and communities. No 
previous woodworking experience 
is needed. You will be supported 
step by step through the box making 
process, learning traditional Shaker 
techniques including bending wood 
in hot water, crafting the iconic 
swallow tail joint and securing 
bands and bases with tiny copper 
tacks and wooden pins, without 
using any glue. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Murray Marks 
Saturday 21 April

MAKE A SHAVE HORSE
This day is for those keen to make 
a start in greenwood working 
with the construction of their own 
shave horse. All materials will be 
provided and you will spend the 
day making the component parts 
and then assembling your own 
shave horse. 9.30am - 4pm.

Leader: Mark Allery 
Friday 27 April

£65

INTRODUCTION TO 
POLE LATHE TURNING
An introduction to wood turning 
on the traditional pole lathe. 
A friendly and informal course 
during which you will have the 
opportunity to use traditional 
tools and to turn simple 
objects. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Mark Allery 
Saturday 28 April 
Sunday 29 April

BARK BASKETRY
Bark is a traditional material 
that has been used by people 
in many different countries. 
This day course will cover a 
variety of designs and uses for 
bark, including folded pouches 
or containers and woven 
craft work. 9.30am - 4pm

Leader: John Rhyder 
Saturday 12 May

£70

£70

£75

£85

CARVE A WOODEN BOWL
Learn the basics of woodcarving 
with this hands-on course 
whilst carving your own leaf 
shaped bowl. 9am - 5pm

Leaders: Jess Jay and  
John Vardon 
Saturday 9 June 
Sunday 10 June £70
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Excellent, very much 
enjoyed the day and very 
proud of my Shaker box! 
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ANCIENT AND RECENT RIVER  
AND SEA BOATS OF SUSSEX, 
KENT AND SE ENGLAND     NEW

An introduction to the boat archaeology 
of Kent, Sussex, and SE England 
covering the wide period of Bronze 
Age to the 20th century focussing 
on small vernacular boats, barges 
and coastal craft used in the rivers, 
estuaries, and along shore without 
which the economy of the region could 
not have functioned. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Damian Goodburn 
Saturday 26 May

DOUGH TROUGHS, CARVED  
BOWLS AND OTHER LARGER  
DOMESTIC WOODWARE  
THROUGH THE AGES           NEW

There will be a brief talk with examples 
of larger scale domestic woodward of 
historic types, such as animal feeding 
troughs, dough troughs, carved bowls, 
dishes, platters, scoops, spades, 
ladles etc. and also a handling session 
with tools. Afterwards students 
will start to make a small carved 
trough, trying out basic techniques 
and tools. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Damian Goodburn 
Saturday and Sunday 1 and  
2 September

£65

£140
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SPOON CARVING
Learn basic woodcarving skills 
from a spoon carving expert 
and carve a version of a spoon 
found on the Mary Rose, using 
axe and knife. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: JoJo Wood 
Saturday 29 September 
Sunday 30 September

TRADITIONAL WOODEN 
RAKE MAKING
Make a wooden rake and tailor 
its size to your needs. You will 
make the rake head, fit the 
pegs and prepare and fit the 
handle. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Mark Allery 
Saturday 13 October

MAKE A PSALTERY  NEW

Participants will make a working 
replica of a simple medieval psaltery. 
These musical instruments appear 
in many medieval illustrations 
and carvings throughout 
Europe. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Paul Baker 
Saturday 22 - Sunday  
23 September

CORACLE MAKING WEEKEND
Coracles are traditional riverboats.  
Round in shape, they are paddled 
with one oar. On this two-day course 
you will make a traditional coracle 
and try out your boating skills on the 
Museum’s millpond. You will make 
a coracle covered in calico, and 
receive instructions for completing 
the final stage (waterproofing) at 
home. The finished coracle is quite 
large so please consider appropriate 
transport. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leaders: Kevin and  
Ellen Grimley 
Saturday 15 - Sunday  
16 September

WOODCARVING WEEKEND
From a choice of five, select a 
carving project to complete on 
this two-day hands-on course. 
You will learn the basics of 
woodcarving and take home what 
you have made. 9am - 5pm

Leaders: Jess Jay and  
John Vardon 
Saturday 20 - Sunday  
21 October

£75

£85

£180

MAKE A TRADITIONAL 
WOVEN SEA 
GRASS STOOL
Starting with a log section of a 
tree and some component parts, 
you will use a drawknife and 
draw horse to create a stool while 
learning about historic methods 
for chair making. 9.30 - 4.30pm

Leader: Mervyn Mewis 
Saturday 3 - Sunday  
4 November

£140

£150

£260
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INTRODUCTION TO WOOD WORKING  NEW

This one day course is for people who like the idea of 
working with wood but have no or little experience and 
are unsure of the names and usage of both handtools 
and machinery. Attendees will learn how to identify and 
use a selection of tools including bench plane, block 
plane, shoulder plane, rebate plane, moulding planes, 
chisels, gouges, different saws, hammers. It will also cover 
marking out using squares, mitre squares, marking gauges, 
cutting gauges and mortise gauges. Guidance will also be 
given as to the best types and makes of tools to buy and 
pointers as to where to purchase them. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Philip Hodge 
Friday 16 November
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TOOL SHARPENING
Learn how to sharpen wood cutting tools to professional 
standards and how to select new or second-hand tools 
that are well-engineered. This two-day course has been 
designed for those with little or no previous tool sharpening 
experience, who enjoy working with wood but have found 
difficulty achieving a satisfying standard of work due to 
their lack of tool tuning and sharpening skills. You are 
advised not to buy tools for the course but do bring any 
tools that you have, regardless of condition. 9.30am - 5pm  

Leader: Philip Hodge 
Wednesday 14 - Thursday 15 November

WOOD FINISHES
This is an intensive two-day course suitable for 
beginners or those wanting to improve their skills. You 
will learn how to take a project right through from initial 
preparation to a good final finish. During the course, you 
will make up your own high-quality finishing products 
including wood stain, French Polish, polishing rubber, 
polishing wax and wax rubbing sticks. 9.30am - 5pm

Leader: Philip Hodge 
Saturday 17 - Sunday 18 November 

£220

£220
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Write, draw, 
paint and print

WOODCUT PRINTING
Learn about the history of this craft, use the Museum 
site as inspiration for your own design, transfer this into 
a woodblock, practice mark making techniques and 
print it to create your own image. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Will Dyke 
Thursday 19 April

BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATION: 
THE COTTAGE GARDEN
On this one-day course you will have the opportunity to select 
your own specimens from the Museum cottage gardens before 
bringing them back to the studio for drawing and painting. 
Then, with precision and accuracy, enjoy creating realistic 
botanical illustrations with plenty of help and guidance from 
your tutor. The course is suitable for all abilities and allows 
you the opportunity to work at your own pace. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Leigh Ann Gale 
Sunday 13 May

DRAWING BUILDINGS IN PEN AND INK
Learn the basic rules of perspective and learn to ‘sight-
measure’ with your pencil. You will produce a few sketches 
of some of the buildings in the Museum in pencil in 
the morning (outdoors or the inside room in one of the 
houses if the weather is poor). You will be shown how 
to make various marks to suggest form and tone and 
how to create the textures of brick, flint, wood, thatch 
and tiles. In the afternoon you may wish to add colour to 
your drawing with a watercolour wash. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Kate Tugwell 
Wednesday 16 May

£65

£60

£60

38



01243 811021  |  courses@wealddown.co.uk

INSPIRED BY THE MUSEUM: 
WATERCOLOUR DAY
Be inspired by the beautiful historic 
surroundings and spend a day learning to 
paint with watercolours. In the morning you 
will explore vantage points in the museum 
before making preparatory sketches. You 
may wish to start your painting with a light 
pencil sketch or create a detailed drawing 
in pen before applying a watercolour wash. 
After lunch a demonstration of watercolour 
techniques will help you to complete your 
painting. Suitable for beginners and those 
with some experience. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Kate Tugwell 
Wednesday 6 June

INSPIRED BY THE MUSEUM: 
SKETCHING DAY
Using pencil, pens, chalk and charcoal, be 
inspired by the beautiful historic buildings 
and surroundings and learn to make 
quick, accurate and expressive sketches 
to capture the character of the structures 
in the museum. You will be shown how to 
make various marks to suggest form and 
tone and how to create the textures of 
brick, flint, wood, thatch and tiles. You will 
also learn the basic rules of perspective 
and how to “sight-measure” with your 
pencil. Suitable for beginners and those 
with some experience. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Kate Tugwell 
Wednesday 11 July

£65

£65

The course was excellent.

39



Book online: www.wealddown.co.uk/courses

W
rit

e,
 d

ra
w

, p
ai

nt
 a

nd
 p

rin
t

ILLUMINATED LETTERING
Enjoy making your own decorated and 
gilded capital letter, which can be 
used to enhance your calligraphy or 
to create a vibrant decorative letter, 
using line, colour and gold (the ‘real’ 
stuff or gold gouache). You will be very 
busy on the day and you may wish to 
research an idea and bring your own 
exciting letter design to the workshop 
or you can select from the designed 
resources that will be provided. 
Further letters can be drawn with 
a pencil or created with a pen and 
illuminated and painted. 10am - 5pm

Leader: Jan Mehigan 
Saturday 20 October

BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATION: 
NATURE’S HARVEST           NEW

This is a wonderful opportunity to 
explore and study nature’s harvest 
here at the Museum. Discover the 
beautiful colours, patterns and textures 
of a variety of fruits and berries, seed 
pods, hips and haws on this fascinating 
one-day course. Enjoy creating realistic 
botanical illustrations by drawing and 
painting with precision and accuracy 
with plenty of help and guidance from 
your tutor. This course is suitable for all 
abilities and allows you the opportunity 
to work at your own pace with help and 
guidance from your tutor. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Leigh Ann Gale 
Sunday 9 September

INSPIRED BY THE MUSEUM: 
ACRYLICS                           NEW

A crash course in painting the 
beautiful historic buildings of the 
Museum using the comparatively 
modern medium of acrylic paints. In 
the morning we will look at different 
styles and methods of using acrylic 
paints with brushes and palette knives 
before making preparatory sketches 
outdoors. After lunch you will have 
time to continue with your painting. 
Suitable for beginners and those 
with some experience. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Kate Tugwell 
Wednesday 5 September

CALLIGRAPHY FOR 
BEGINNERS: UNCIAL SCRIPT
A day aimed at those who are new 
to calligraphy, this course will cover 
the basics of using a dip pen and 
ink and learning the letter forms of 
the Uncial script, which was used 
most between the 4th and 8th 
centuries across Europe, but is still 
popular with calligraphers today.  
After gaining familiarity with the 
letter forms you will write out a short 
quote of your choice, producing a 
simple layout ready for the piece 
to be completed. 10am - 4.30pm

Leader: Rebecca Osborne 
Sunday 21 October

£60

£60
£60

£60

Well taught in a beautiful destination.
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Walks
DAWN WALK
Guided walk through local woodland to hear the dawn chorus. 
Learn to identify woodland birds by song and call. Starts at 
4.30am and finishes with full breakfast at the Museum. 

Leader: Jonathan Mycock 
Saturday 12 May £20

 Gift vouchers
Stuck for gift ideas? Vouchers for courses at the 
Museum make a perfect present at any time of the year.

Vouchers are available in denominations of 
£5, £10, £20 and £50 and can be used as 
whole or part payment towards any course. 

To purchase vouchers please phone 01243 811021.

NATURAL NAVIGATION
Learn the practical basics of natural navigation 
around the Museum site. Starts at 2pm and 
finishes c. 4pm with tea and cake. 

Leader: Tristan Gooley 
Friday 18 May £25

BAT WALK
Join our guided bat walk, where bat detectors will be used to 
identify different types of bat that live around the Museum 
site, and maybe spot a few! A wonderful opportunity to 
learn about these beautiful and fascinating creatures. 
Starts at 7.15pm and finishes about 9pm with hot drinks.

Leader: Sue Harris 
Friday 24 August £12
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MUSEUMS AT NIGHT
These enchanting walks offer a truly out of the ordinary experience - you will 
be guided by lamplight to different spaces around the Museum, to hear a 
series of short night-time stories. Some will be amusing, some mysterious 
and some downright odd. Some are definitely not the stuff to ensure sweet 
dreams. Each story has a historical root, as truth is far stranger than fiction.

At the end of the evening, gather around an open fire 
for a spiced warm drink and a biscuit.

Leaders: Museum storytellers and guides

Friday 18 May, 8.45pm - c.10.45pm 
Saturday 19 May, 8.45pm - c.10.45pm 
Friday 26 October, 6.45pm - c.9pm 
Saturday 27 October, 6.45pm - c.9pm £25
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Christmas 
courses

PRINT YOUR OWN WOODCUT CHRISTMAS CARDS
Using the Museum as inspiration, learn to design an image 
and transfer it onto a woodblock, using wood cutting tools to 
carve the image, and practice mark making techniques. You 
will then print your own woodblock to produce ten Christmas 
cards. Afterwards you can take your woodblock away with 
you so that you can print more at home. 9.30am - 4.30pm

Leader: Will Dyke 
Saturday 10 November 
Sunday 11 November

STAINED GLASS CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Make small copper-foiled stained glass light catchers, and 
learn many skills including how to cut glass to a precise pattern, 
grind glass edges and join pieces using copper foil. Suitable 
for beginners or those with some experience. 10am - 4pm

Leader: David Lilly  
Friday 30 November

£65

MAKE A PATCHWORK STAR  NEW

Create an heirloom decoration for the festive season. 
These patchwork stars were a favourite in Victorian 
homes, and are a beautiful way to showcase carefully 
hoarded scraps of favourite fabrics. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Charlotte Dawber 
Saturday 17 November £55

£100
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TUDOR CHRISTMAS FOOD
Ditch the turkey and have a go with 
something really traditional! A Tudor 
Christmas was a time of food, food and 
more food, when all the best things 
came out of the store cupboard to fuel 
twelve days of eating, drinking and 
making merry. We shall be cooking up 
a storm with traditional pies, twelfth 
night cake and subtleties. 10am - 4pm

Leader: Helen Mbye 
Saturday 8 December

WEAVE A CHRISTMAS  
TREE                                    NEW

Spend a relaxed day using a simple 
frame loom to weave a Christmas 
tree design. 10am - 4pm.

Leader: Hilary Charlesworth 
Saturday 8 December

£60

£60
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DANCE THROUGH THE AGES  NEW

Dance the dances that would have been enjoyed by 
those who lived in many of the Museum’s houses, 
from medieval times to the 20th century.  Find out who 
danced them.  Were there different dances for ordinary 
working people and the gentry?  And did costume have 
any effect on the style of the dance? All the dances will 
all be easy to learn and fun to perform. 1pm - 3pm

Leaders: Gail Duff and Bing Lyle 
Saturday 10 February. Price for two people

Intergenerational 
workshops

Please note that all the below sessions are priced 
for two people booking together and the minimum 
age, unless otherwise stated, is 7 years.

£60

SINGING HISTORICAL EVERYDAY SONGS  NEW

An opportunity to learn and sing together some of the lovely 
songs sung by the ordinary people of 500 years ago, to 
explore the beautiful and remarkably simple harmonies 
they create, and a chance to learn all about the bagpipes, 
their origins, how they work, and their importance in rural 
England at this time. The gentle, mellow tones of hummelchen 
style bagpipes will be used to accompany some of the 
singing. No musical knowledge required. 1pm - 3pm

Leaders: Emily Longhurst and Jez Smith 
Sunday 4 March. Price for two people £50

!
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HANDS-ON TUDORS:  
SIMPLE BRAID              NEW

Learn how to weave a simple 
braid, from the items needed to 
make the finished product, how to 
prepare and set up. Create a small 
braid to take home. 1pm - 4pm

Leader: Cathy Guilder 
Thursday 12 April 
Price for two people £50

FLINT KNAPPING  NEW

An introduction to the skill of flint 
knapping. You will go through the 
techniques and the aim of the day 
is for everyone to be able to go 
away and replicate what they have 
learnt. Minimum age for this session 
is 12 years old. 1pm - 4pm

Leader: James Dilley  
Sunday 2 September 
Price for two people £60

I had a lovely day, all 
expectations met.
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psSTORIES OF SUSSEX  NEW

Participants will be introduced to the wealth of stories and 
legends that are associated with the Sussex countryside.  
Why did the waggoner’s wheels come to a halt by the Sussex 
Pad Inn?  How did the Blacksmith become King of Trades?  
Why did the farmer get his wife back from the Devil?  What 
strange creature lurks in the Knucker’s Hole?  Is there really 
a treasure buried in the Trundle?  How did the children of 
Sussex manage to saw a giant in half?  These stories and 
more will be brought to life through story, song and drama, 
which the participants will be helped and encouraged 
to perform themselves as a joint collaboration between 
adults, children and workshop leaders. 1pm - 4pm 

Leaders: Gail Duff and Bing Lyle 
Saturday 27 October. Price for two people £60

SONGS, RHYMES AND GAMES  NEW

Join in fun chorus songs and short songs, all traditional 
and mostly collected in Sussex, and all taught by ear. 
Enjoy singing games provided by the workshop leaders, 
and bring some of your own to teach the rest of the group.  
We will also be skipping with a long rope, so bring along 
some skipping rhymes and take part in something that 
always took place in Sussex on Good Friday. 1pm - 3pm

Leaders: Gail Duff and Bing Lyle 
Saturday 17 November. Price for two people £60

47



Set in 40 acres in the heart of the South Downs National 
Park, the Weald & Downland Living Museum has a collection 
of over fifty historic buildings which have been rescued from 
destruction, carefully restored and rebuilt. The buildings range 
from Anglo Saxon to 20th century and vividly demonstrate the 
homes, gardens and workplaces of the past. Visitors can also 
see traditional farming in action and heavy horses at work.

T    +44 (0)1243 811021 
E    courses@wealddown.co.uk 
W   www.wealddown.co.uk/courses

Weald & Downland Living Museum 
Town Lane, Singleton, Chichester 

West Sussex PO18 0EU

With education at the heart of our work we offer a 
stimulating and varied programme of courses with the very 
best researchers and craftspeople in their fields. 

In addition to the courses in this leaflet the Museum provides:

 Î Courses in buildings conservation and the use 
of traditional tools and materials

 Î An evening talk series ‘Tales of the Downs & beyond’

 Î MSc programme in Building Conservation & Timber Building Conservation


