
 

 

Sheep: A Teacher-led Session 

 

 

Notes for teachers 

This session focuses on three areas in the Museum: the shepherd’s hut, the 

shepherd’s room (in the corner of Redvin’s yard opposite Bayleaf) and the 

sheepfolds/sheep.  A class can therefore be split into three groups to look at each 

area, spending approximately 30 minutes on each.  

Some elements of this session do move around the Museum site – particularly the 

sheep. If you intend to use this session with your group please make this clear on 

booking and we will be happy to provide up to date information on locations. At 

certain times of year we may not have sheep on site, however other elements will 

still be available to view. 

 

 

 

Session: 

The session is used to prepare children for the literacy activities and should focus on 

their observations about the areas. In each area, children sketch objects of interest, 

and annotate their sketches with their ideas. Rotating small groups around the three 

areas will allow children to compare and contrast between the three environments 

while gaining a broad understanding of the life and work of a shepherd. 

There are three separate comprehensions (two of which have also been adapted for 

use in lower KS2), which can be used in any combination, either before or during the 

visit. In addition there are three possible literacy sessions to build on the visit, which 

can be found on our website. 

 



 

Area 1 & 2: 

The shepherd’s hut and shepherd’s room are variations on a theme (both being used 

for the same purpose), with a room sometimes available if the lambing folds were 

very close to a barn or the farm, and the hut being provided for lambing further 

away. Huts were popular in the 1800s, though there are references to them as early 

as the late 1500s. By the 1970s they had fallen out of use, at least for their original 

purpose.  

The lambing comprehensions can be done before the visit, in which case children 

use the session to identify and sketch the key contents of the hut/room/folds. 

Alternatively, passages can be used during the session, with an adult reading a 

section and stopping to allow the children to identify the things mentioned in the 

text. As the comprehensions are taken from literary sources, some discussion of 

them may be helpful before the children attempt any written answers, particularly at 

the lower end of the key stage.  

The readings focus on a hut rather than a room, but children should compare the 

two. It would be useful for an adult or able writer to scribe what the children 

identify.  What is in each place? What similarities/differences are there? Where 

would they rather stay? (NB the shepherd would not live full time in either: a cottage 

usually came with the job.)  

It would be useful for adults to take pictures of the things that children notice, but 

the children should also sketch some of them, both to aid their memory and perhaps 

to form the basis of related art work. They can annotate their sketches with 

appropriate vocabulary or a sentence describing an item and what it is for. 

Area 3: 

When looking at the sheep and folds, encourage children to notice the features of 

the Southdown sheep. In what ways are they different to other breeds they may 

have seen (pictures/plastic ‘farm’ models may help)? What do they think is the 

purpose of the sheepfolds? How are they constructed? Which direction do they face? 

Why? (to provide protection from prevailing weather). Why is the shepherd’s hut 

close by? Again photos/ sketches will be helpful. 

 

 



 

 

Additional information: 

The information on the boards in the shepherd’s room is important for the literacy 

activities, especially those dealing with Findon fair and the Southdown breed. This 

information is not covered in the comprehension passages. 

Useful (adult) books include ‘Shepherd’s huts and living vans’ by David Morris  

(2013, Amberley Publishing), ‘Shepherds and Shepherding’ by Jonathan Brown 

(2013, Shire Library) and ‘The Downland Shepherds’ by Gordon Beningfield, Richard 

Pailthorpe and Shaun Payne (out of print but available from libraries and second 

hand). A performance of the Copper family singing the Shearing Song can currently 

be found online at https://afolksongaweek.wordpress.com/2012/06/30/week-45-

sheep-shearing-song/ and there is a song about a reddleman here 

http://www.thelog.org.uk/reddleman.html. 

In the shepherds hut are some iron implements with what looks like red paint on the 

end. These were used to mark the sheep, so that sheep from different farms could 

be identified with their owner. The reddleman had the job of digging out the red clay 

from which the dye came, then moving around the countryside, selling the red ochre 

to farmers or shepherds. He was no ordinary salesman though: because the red 

ochre stained everything it touched, the reddleman was himself stained red. He 

must have looked very scary, and mothers warned their children about him! Nobody 

wanted to get close to him, in case they too became tainted with the dye.  The 

reddleman had a van a little like the shepherd’s hut, in which he lived as he 

travelled.  

Some children are shocked by how basic the accommodation for shepherds was. It 

would be useful to remind them that the alternative was for the shepherd to find 

some shelter in a hedge, possibly protected by a coat or umbrella! 
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