
Historic Surrey buildings to be re erected 
 

Two buildings from Surrey’s past are to be re-erected at the Weald and Downland Living Museum in 
Singleton, near Chichester, West Sussex. 

The Buildings, a Bakehouse from Newdigate, and an ornamental Dairy from Great Bookham, will be re-
erected at the museums 40-acre site, and will join 50 other buildings that cover 950 years of the regions 
history. 

The Newdigate Bakery has its origins in the 17th century, and was added to in the 19th Century where it 
housed an extensive Victorian bakery, the intricately built bread oven was used until the 1930s. The 
building was painstakingly dismantled in 1988, with each brick recorded and numbered so it could be re-
erected in its original position. 
 
Its reconstruction will provide the Museum with a working historic bakery in which to demonstrate the art 
of baking, using its own wheat grown on site, harvested by its own Shire horses, and threshed and milled 
on site using its 17th century watermill. 
 
The Ornamental Dairy was dismantled, again brick by brick, from its original position in grounds that were 
formerly part of the Eastwick Park Estate, home to the Bazalgette family, most renowned for developing 
the London sewer system.  



The building comprises 2 Octagonal buildings connected by a covered walkway, and was typical of the 
“model” dairies of the early 19th century, although every estate would have its own unique design. 
 
Originally constructed around 1807, the building was found in a poor state of repair where it had a clay 
tiled roof which had partially collapsed. However further research discovered sales particulars for the 
Estate, which proved that the building was originally thatched. 
 
The building was dismantled in 2011, and will be re-erected along with its original thatched roof. Doors and 
windows will be restored and reconstructed along with its complex domed ceilings, which will be lime 
plastered. 
 
The restoration and reinstatement of the dairy at the Museum will offer another working building linked to 
food production, where traditional dairying techniques can be demonstrated. 
 
The Museum managed to secure £224,500 from the DCMS/Wolfson Museums and Galleries Improvement 
Fund as part of its £4 million grant for English Museums and Galleries, to help towards the reinstatement 
of these significant buildings, both of which demonstrate not only the architecture of Surrey’s past, but 
early food production of the Georgian and Victorian eras. 

Work has started to restore and re-erect the buildings in late June 2017 using local specialist craftsmen and 
it is hoped to open both buildings in March 2018. 



Newdigate Bakehouse 

 

The building in its original location before being dismantled in 1988 



 
The intricate bread oven during dismantling in 1988 



 

Sketch illustrating the buildings’ use 



 

An artist’s impression of the building once re erected 



Eastwick Park Dairy 

 
A photograph showing the two octagons still linked by a covered walkway before the roof collapsed 



 

The Dairy during dismantling in 2011 



 

The smaller octagon during dismantling in 2011, which was used as a scalding house  



 
Similar octagonal dairy building at Battle Abbey (East Sussex)  



 

An artist’s impression of the building once re erected 


