
 
 
What’s on 
(Numbers in brackets are map references – see centre pages) 
 
 

Arena Timetable 
 
10.40am  Military vehicles parade 
11.00pm  British Percheron Horse Society: timeline 
11.45pm  Gun display 
12.30pm  British Percheron Horse Society: driving competition 
1.15pm  British Percheron Horse Society: Letters from the Field 
2.30pm  Jousting tournament 
3.45pm  St Giles fi re engine 
4.00pm  Percheron parade 
4.30pm  Grand finale parade 
 

Saxons 
 See one of the most decisive eras in the history of Britain recreated by Weorod – the 

years from 520 to 680, during the Early Medieval or ‘Dark Age’ period. Experience 
the lives of the early Anglo-Saxon settlers in Hampshire and the surrounding 
counties. 

 See the lives of Sussex locals portrayed in the year 950 by Regia Anglorum, as they 
carry out everyday tasks. These were turbulent times in the British Isles, with Saxons 
fighting Viking armies. King Eadred is King of Wessex, trying to unite the British Isles 
and persuade the Kingdom of York that it wants to join the rest of England. 

 Hear Saxon stories in the replica Anglo-Saxon hall house and find out about 
everyday life in this house in the year 950. 

 

Medieval & Tudor 
 Meet Hartley’s Companie, a late 15th century mercenary group, at their siege camp 

during the Wars of the Roses. See their peacetime preparations, including a Knights’ 
tournament, which developed technical skills, as well as demonstrations of gunnery 
from the late middle ages. Demonstrations also include textiles, metal working, wood 
working and other crafts. Also see a gun display in the arena. 

 How did the medieval soldier arm and armour himself? How did the poor surgeon 
deal with injuries, with cruelty or kindness? From arms and armour to archery and 
surgery, find out more about the period around the time of the Battle of Agincourt with 
JD Medieval. 



 Destrier’s horsemen show the medieval mounted warrior of the Wars of the Roses: at 
the hunt, at exercise, in tournament, and in battle. The Pastons were a Norfolk family 
who broke through the ranks of society over several generations. With a focus on 
items of the period and their use, as well as the etiquette and behaviour of the period, 
see how the Pastons of the 15th century functioned during this turbulent time (in and 
around M4). Destrier and The Pastons are working together to create the “Pas 
D’armes of the Silver Tree”. The knights will take to the arena mounted on their 
splendid horses to prove their strength and skill, a spectacle not to be missed! 

 Experience a slice of life in the 1400s: stroll around Pelican in her Piety’s camp and 
visit the tailoress to find out about – and maybe try on – the clothes that people wore 
and see some of the toys that children played with. Try on a helmet and feel what it is 
like to hold a sword with the man-at-arms. Discover what foods people ate and learn 
about ale and brewing in the kitchen, and get a clearer view of the medieval world 
with the 15th century spectacle maker! If you’re feeling really brave, visit the 
medieval loo and talk to the Gong Farmer about one of the worst jobs in history! 

 Experience the sounds, smells and activity of a Tudor market. Visit The Tudor 
Group’s tailor’s shop, embroiderer’s shop, pawn broker’s shop, and hot meat shop. 
See knitters, spinners, straw hat makers, and try on clothing and hats. 

 At the medieval house from Hangleton, find out about everyday life in England before 
the Black Death. What did you eat daily? Where did you sleep? What would you 
have worn?  

 Next, see how life changed after the Black Death in the medieval hall from Boarhunt. 
See the development of the rural home and find out about ideas of health and 
medicine at this time. Just beware of any remedy that may be offered to you here. 

 Bayleaf Farmhouse (B1) has long been one of the most beloved buildings at the 
Museum. Take the opportunity to chat to our team about how a yeoman family lived 
in this home in England in the 1540s and see replica clothing and crafts from this 
time. 

 Step into Winkhurst Tudor Kitchen – allow your eyes to adjust to the dark and smoky 
interior. See and taste what the Tudor family in Bayleaf Farmhouse ate and drank. 
See how the produce from the garden, fields and market were used in everyday life. 
Would you have liked this diet? 

 

17th Century 
 Experience life as it might have been in England during the 17th century at the time 

of the English Civil Wars with Wardour Garrison. Get a flavour of domestic and 
military life, with plenty of hands-on and interactive opportunities. Talk to the soldiers 
about their weapons, attire and life in a garrison or on campaign. Join in the Sword 
School (using wooden swords) and learn the essential skills of sword craft, attack 
and defence. Open to adults and children above the age of seven. Let our expert 
apothecary take you on a walk through history to see how our ancestors made use of 
common British herbs and plants. It’s amazing what plants can be found and used for 
medicinal purposes or even eaten. 

 Visit the Museum’s interpreters at Pendean Farmhouse to see 17th century dairying 
and textile demonstrations. 

 

18th Century 
 See 18th century domestic life with a brewing demonstration in Tindalls Cottage by 

Marc Meltonville and his team. 
 



Victorian 
 Look out for The Ragged Victorians – the ‘Great Unwashed’ as they re-enact the 

lives of the lower classes of Victorian England, circa 1851. Low class Victorians lived 
by whatever means they could. With no homes, no income and no benefit system for 
support, an honest day’s work could mean labouring in the most degrading jobs in 
the world, for little or scant reward. 

 Explore Whittaker’s Cottages and garden. This pair of cottages was built in the mid-
1860s for rent by agricultural labourers. One has been left unfinished inside, to 
expose the timber-framed structure. The other has been furnished to a late-19th 
century date. 

 Head to the Victorian school. For some years before 1851 this building was used as 
a school for ‘six poor children from the parish of West Wittering’. It was financed and 
run by the Oliver Whitby Charity, which also ran the Bluecoat School in Chichester. 

 

Boer War 1899-1902 
 Between 1908 and August 1914 the Nbr 12 Army Remount Depot became an 

intrinsic part of the British War Office plans. Learn the story of these brave 
volunteers. 

 

WWII 
 Visit the Regiment of Historic Flight. 

 Meet the Baker Street Boys WWII Fire Department. 


